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German  Government's  Answer  to  the  United 

States  Note. 

Berlin,  9th  July  1915.  (W.  T.  H.)  The  German  Government's 
Note  in  reply  to  the  American  Note  of  10th  June,  was  handed 
over  yesterday,  and  we  now  append  its  text:     . 

The  undersigned  has  the  hnnour  of  coitimunicatins  to  His 
Excellency  the  United  Slates  Ambassador,  Mr.  James  W.  Gerard, 
the  following  in  answer  to  his  communication  of  the  10th  ultimo — 
F.  0.  Nr.  38 11,  roi^arding  the  prejudicial  effects  of  the  .-ubmarine- 
war  on  Amir. can  interests: 

''The  Imperial  Germsin  Government  learns  with  satisfaction' 
i'rom  the  Note  how  earnestly  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
is  concerned  in  seeini>-  that  the  principles  of  humanity  are  realized 
ill  the  present  war.  This  appeal  also  finds  a  readv  echo  in  Ger- 
many, and  the  Imperial  Government  is  quite  willing  to  permit  its 
statements  and  decisions  in  the  present  case  to  be  governed  by  the 
principles  of  humanity,  just  as  it  has  always  done. 

It  is  with  gratitude  that  the  Imperial  Government  welcomes  the 
fact,  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  its  Note  of 
15th  May  1915,  itself  reminded  us  how  Germany  had  taken  the  lead 
in  advocating  that  Maritime  warfare  should  be  conducted  upon  the 
principles  of  progress  and  humanity.  In  truth ;  since  the  time  when 
Krederick  the  Great,  togetiier  with  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin, 
and  Thomas  Jefferson  concluded  the  treaty  of  friendship  and  commerce 
(if  1785,  between  Prussia  and  the  Republic  of  the  west,  German 
and  American  statesmen  have  always  stood  together  in  the  fight 
for  the  freedom  of  the  Seas  and  in  the  joint  idea  of  protection  of 
peaceful  commerce.  In  the  international  negotiations  that  have  taken 
place  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  rules  of  naval  warfaie,  Ger- 
many and  America  have  ever  acted  hand  in  hand  lor  proiiressive 
principles  for  the  abolition  of  the  rigths  of  capture  at  Sea  and  for 
the  protection  of  the  rights  of  neutrals.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  present  war,  the  German  Government,  at  the  sugu,estion  of  the 
American  Government,  at  once  declared  herself  prepared  to  ratify 
the  Declaration  of  London  as  regards  the  rights  of  Marine  warfire, 
and  thereby  to  act  in  the  interests  of  the  neutrals.  So  also,  Ger- 
many has  always  held  to  the  principle,  tiiat  in  war  against  an  ar-med 
and  organized  enemy  power,  the  enemv  civilian  population,  should 
as  far  as  possible  be  protected  from  military  measures.  I'he  Impeiial 
Government  cherishes  a  distinct  hope  that  when  peace  comes,  or 
even  before,  the  rights  of  Naval  warfare  may  be  so  regulated,  that 
the  freedom  of  the  Seas  will  be  assured,  and  it  will  greet  with 
pleasure  any  opportimity  of  working  in  co-operation  with  America 
towards  that  end. 
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If  it  be,  tliat  in  the  present  war  those  principles  of  the  freedom 
of  the  Seas  have  become  moie  and  more  restricted  and  seem  likely 
to    continue   being   cm'tailed,    Germany   is   in   no   way    responsible. 

The  American  Government  is  aware  that  from  the  commencement 
and  with  ever  increasing  ruthlessness,  the  opponents  of  Germany 
have,  in  opposition  to  all  the  princi])les  of  Intei-national  Law,  and 
oblivious  of  the  rights  of  neutrals,  paralyzed  friendly  intercourse 
between  Germany  and  the  neutral  countries;  not  so  much  perhaps 
as  regards  the  conduct  of  the  war,  but  far  more  to  stifle  the  life 
of  the  German  nation.  On  3rd  November  1914,  England  declared 
the  North  Sea  as  a  war  zone  and  shipping  was  rendered  difficult 
and  dangerous  to  the  utmost  degree,  owing  to  the  presence  of  mine- 
fields. Neutral  coasts  and  harbours  were,  against  all  constitutional 
rights,  blockaded.  Long  before  the  commencement  of  the  submarine 
war,  England  had  cut  off  the  legitimate  neutral  shipping  to  Germany. 
Thus  Germany  was  forced  to  resort  to  the  submarine  war  against 
commerce.  Already  on  November  16th,  1914,  the  English  Prime 
Minister  declared  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  one  of  England's 
principal  tasks  was  to  prevent  provisions  reaching  the  German  people 
through  neutral  harbours.  Since  March  1st,  1915,  England  has  been 
taking  from  aboard  neutral  ships,  all  wares,  either  coming  from  or 
going  to  Germany,  and  even  if  those  goods  belong  to  neutrals,  ihcA' 
are  seized  without  further  ado.  Just  as  was  the  case  at  the  time  of 
the  Boer  war,  so  now,  the  German  people  is  given  the  choice,  as 
to  whether  with  its  women  and  children  it  will  die  of  hunger  or 
relinquish  its  independence. 

Whereas  our  enemies  have  so  repeatedly  and  loudly  asserted 
that  they  are  determined  to  continue  hostilities  until  Germany  is  to- 
tally destroyed,  we  continue  to  pursue  the  war  fighting  des])erately 
for  our  national  existence  and  in  order  to  obtain  a  lasting  peace. 
The  intentions  of  our  enemies  and  their  unconstitutional  manner  of 
carrying  on  the  war  have  compelled  us  to  adopt  submarine  warfare. 

In  spite  of  all  possible  pains  being  taken  so  as  to  avoid  sacrifice 
of  lives  and  property  of  neutrals,  and  if  j)ossible  to  avoid  damage, 
it  has  unreservedly  been  stated  in  the  German  Communication  of 
February  4th,  191.'),  that  neutral  interests  may  possibly  be  interfered 
with,  owing  to  the  submarine  war.  But  just  on  that  account,  the 
American  Government  will  be  able  to  appreciate,  that  the  Imperial 
Government  of  this  country  in  its  fight  for  existence  that  has  been 
forced  on  it,  has  a  sacred  duty,  which  is  to  do  all  within  its  power 
to  protect  the  lives  of  German  subjects.  If  the  Imperial  German 
Government  were  to  fail  in  that  duty,  it  would  be  stultified  before 
God  and  history  as  having  neglected  those  highest  principles  of 
humanity,  which  are  at  the  foundation  of  all  national  exisieiice. 

The  sinking  of  the  "Lusitania"  demonstrated  with  terrible 
clearness  to  what  point  the  methods  of  warfare  adopted  by  our 
enemy  endanger  human  life.  The  incentive  of  ])remiiuns  for  the 
destruction  of  submarine  and  the   consecpient  injunct'ons  to  British 


incrchant-men  to  arm  themselves  and  ram  submarines,  is  in  the 
sharpest  contradiction  to  all  tlie  principles  of  international  rights 
wiiicli  recognize  a  distinct  dillerenee  between  merchant  and  warships, 
thereby  the  lives  of  neutral  passengers  on  merchantships  were  greatly- 
endangered.  Had  the  captain  of  the  submai-ine,  which  sank  the 
"Lusitania"'  allowed  the  passengers  and  crew  to  leave  before  the 
torpedoing,  it  would  assuredly  have  meant  the  destruction  of  his 
own  boat.  According  to  the  experience  gained  by  the  sinking  of 
so  many  other  smaller  ships,  it,  was  to  be  surmised  that  a  ship 
like  the  '-Lusitania"'  would  have  remained  atloat  long  enough  to 
allow  for  the  passengers  taking  to  the  boats.  But  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  presence  of  large  quantities  of  explosives  aboard,  upset 
all  such  calculations.  Over  and  above  that,  had  the  "Lusitania" 
been  spared,  the  thousands  of  cases  of  ammunition  aboard  intended 
for  Germany's  enemies,  would  have  robbed  thousands  of  German 
mothers  and  children  of  their  supporters. 

in  the  spirit  of  friendship,  which  the  German  people  feel  towards 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Union  ever  since  the  first  day  of  its  being, 
the  Imperial  German  Government  is  ever  ready  even  during  this 
time  of  war  to  do  everything  possible  to  avoid  sacrificing  the  lives 
of  American  citizens. 

The  Imperial  German  Government  re])eats  that  the  security  of 
American  ships  in  the  carrying  out  of  their  legitimate  business 
will  not  be  endangered  and  that  the  lives  of  American  citizens  on 
neutral  ships  will  not  be  menaced. 

in  order  to  avoid  mistakes  and  to  prevent  the  endangering  of 
American  passenger  ships,  the  German  submarines  will  be  informed 
that  those  ships  will  be  made  known  by  distinguishing  signs,  they 
will  also  be  informed  of  the  time  when  such  steamers  may  be 
expected  so  that  they  may  be  given  free  passage.  On  that  account 
the  Imperial  Government  has  the  fullest  hope  that  the  American 
Government  will  take  upon  itself  the  responsibility  to  see  that  such 
ships  do  not  carry  contraband.  The  other  details  respecting  the 
free  passage  of  such  ships,  will  lie  taken  by  naval  officials  on 
both  sides. 

In  order  to  furnish  facilities  for  American  citizens  wishing  to 
travel  acro>«s  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  the  German  Government  suggests 
that  the  ntimber  of  steamers  crossing  the  Atlantic,  should  be  in- 
creased by  the  addition  of  a  number  of  neutral  ships  to  sail  under 
the  American  flag,  which  ships  would  undertake  the  service  under 
the  same  conditions  as  the  American  steamers. 

The  Imperial  Government  thinks  itself  justified  in  supposing 
that  in  this  way  ample  opportunity  would  be  given  for  American 
citizens  to  travel  across  the  Atlantic,  as  no  necessity  should  then 
exist  for  American  citizens  to  have  to  travel  on  hostile  ships  in 
time  of  war.  Furthermore  the  Imperial  Government  cannot  admit 
that  American  citizens  should,  owing  to  their  presence    aboard   act 


as  a  protection  or  give  immunity  to  any  ship.  Germany  has  mcrely 
foUowed  the  action  of  England  in  declaring  a  certain  section  of 
the  Sea  as  within  the  war  zone.  Accidents  \vhich  occnr  to  neutral 
ships  in  that  zone,  can  only  be  looked  upon  as  accidents  just  the 
same  as  constantly  happen  to  neutrals,  who  may  happen  to  he  on 
the  battlefield  on  "land,  should  they  have  gone  there  after  having 
been  warned  of  the  danger  threatening  them. 

But  in  case  that  there  are  not  enough  ships  to  be  chartered 
as  passenger  steamers  by  the  American  Government,  the  German 
Government  is  prepared  to  waive  all  objections  in  the  case  of  the 
American  Government  wishing  to  charter  say  foui-  enemy  steamers, 
for  the  purposes  of  passenger  traffic  Avith  North  America  and  Eng- 
land, provided  they  are  i)rought  under  the  American  Hag.  The 
promise  for  the  -'free  and  secure"  passage  as  an  American  passenger 
steamer  would  thus  be  assured  to  the  former  enemy  passenger 
steamers. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  has  in  the  most  gracious 
manner,  offered  his  good  offices  for  the  purpose  of  making  propo- 
sitions to  the  British  Government,  especially  as  regards  the  con- 
ducting of  the  A\ar  at  sea.  The  Imperial  German  Government  would 
gladly  avail  itself  of  the  President's  good  offices,  and  expresses  the 
hope  that  his  efibrts,  just  as  much  in  the  present  case  as  in  the 
greater  aim  of  the  question  of  the  freedom  of  the  seas  may  luring 
about  an  understanding. 

The  undersigned  requests  the  Ambassador  to  bring  the  above 
to  the  notice  of  the  American  Government  and  begs  His  ^  Ex- 
cellency to  accept  the  assurances   of  a   renewed   expression    of  his 

high  esteem. 

Signed  von  Jagow. 

To  His  Excellency, 

Mr.  James  W.  Gerard. 

Ambassador  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Third  American  Note. 

Berhn,  24tli  July  1915.  The  following  is  die  full  text  of  the 
third  American  Note  as  connnunicated  to  the  German  Foreign 
Office  by  the  United  States  Ambassador  in  Berlin: 

According  to  the  instructions  of  my  Government  I  have  tlie 
honour  of  comnuniicating  to  Your  Excellency  the  following  copy 
which  has  been  sent  me  by  the  American  State  Department. 

The  Note  of  the  Imperial  German  Government,  dated  8th  July 
1915,  has  received  the  careful  considei-ation  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  It  regrets  that  it  is  obliged  to  say  that  it  has 
found  it  most  unsatisfactory,  because  it  fails  to  meet  the  real  diffe- 
rences   between    the    two    Governments    and    indicates    no  way   in 


which  the  accepted  principles  of  the  law  of  humanity  may  be  ap- 
plied in  the  grave  matter  in  controversy,  l)ut  proposes  on  the  con- 
trary arrangements  for  the  partial  suspension  of  those  principles, 
which  virtually  set  them  aside. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  notes  with  satisfaction 
that  the  Imperial  German  Government  recognizes  without  reser- 
vation the  validity  of  the  principles  insisted  upon  in  several  com- 
munications which  this  Government  addressed  to  the  Imperial  Ger- 
man Government  in  regard  to  its  announcement  of  a  war-zone  and 
the  use  of  submarines  against  merchant-men  on  the  high  seas — 
principles  that  the  high  seas  are  free,  that  the  character  and  cargo 
of  a  merchant-man  must  first  be  ascertained  before  it  can  be  law- 
fully seized  or  destroyed  and  that  the  lives  of  non-combatants  may 
in  no  case  be  put  into  jeopardy  unless  the  vessel  resists  or  seeks 
to  escape  after  it  has  been  summoned  to  submit  to  examination. 
For  a  belligerent  act  of  retaliation  is  per  se  an  act  beyond  the  law, 
and  defence  of  the  act  retaliatory  is  an  admission  that  it  is  illegal. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  is,  however,  keenly  dis- 
appointed to  find  that  the  Imperial  Gemian  Government  regards 
itself  to  a  large  degree  exempted  from  the  obligation  to  observe 
these  principles,  even  where  neutral  vessels  are  concerned,  by  what 
it  believes  the  policy  and  practice  of  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  to  be  in  the  present  war  with  regard  to  neutral  commerce. 

The  Imperial  German  Government  will  readily  luiderstand  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  cannot  discuss  the  policy  of 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  neutral  trade  exce2)t 
with  that  Government  itself,  and  must  regard  the  conduct  of  other 
belligerent  Governments  as  irrelevant  to  any  discussion  with  the 
Imperial  German  Government  of  what  this  Crovernment  regards  as 
grave  and  unjustifiable  violations  of  the  rights  of  American  citizens 
by  the  Gei  man  naval  commanders.  Illegal  and  inhuman  acts,  how- 
ever justifiable  they  may  be  thought  to  be  against  an  enemy,  who 
is  believed  to  have  acted  in  contravention  of  law  and  humanity, 
are  manifestly  indefensible  when  they  deprive  neutrals  of  their 
acknowledged  rights,  particularly  when  they  violate  the  right  to 
life  itself 

If  a  belligerent  cannot  retaliate  against  an  enemy  without  in- 
juring the  lives  of  neutrals  as  well  as  their  property,  humanity  as 
well  as  justice  and  due  regard  for  the  dignity  of  neutral  Powers 
should  dictate  that  the  practice  be  discontinued.  If  persisted  in  it 
would  in  such  circumstances  constitute  an  unpardonable  offence 
against  the  sovereignty  of  the  neutral  nation  affected. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  not  unmindful  of  the 
extraordinary  conditions  created  by  this  war,  or  the  radical  alte- 
rations in  the  circumstances  and  methods  of  attack  produced  by 
the  use  of  instrumentalities  of  naval  warfare,  which  the  nations  of 
the  world  cannot  have  had  in  view  when  the  existing  rules  of 
international  law  were  formulated.     It  is  ready  to  make  everv  rea- 
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sonable  allowance  for  these  novel  and  unexpected  aspects  of  war 
at  sea,  but  it  cannot  consent  to  abate  any  essential  or  fundamental 
rights  of  its  people,  because  of  a  mere  alteration  in  circumstances. 
The  rights  of  neutrals  in  time  of  war  are  based  on  principle,  not 
upon  expediency,  and  principles  are  immutable.  It  is  the  duty  and 
obligation  of  belligerents  to  find  a  way  to  adopt  the  new  circum- 
stances thereto. 

The  events  of  the  past  two  months  have  clearly  indicated  that 
it  is  possible  and  practicable  to  conduct  such  submarine  operations 
as  have  characterized  the  activity  of  the  Imperial  German  Navy 
within  the  so-called  war-zone  in  substantial  accord  with  the  accep- 
ted practices  of  regulated  warfare.  The  whole  world  has  looked 
with  interest  and  increased  satisfaction  at  the  demonstration  of  that 
possibility  by  German  naval  commanders.  It  is  manifestly  possible, 
therefore,  to  lift  the  whole  practice  of  submarine  attack  above  the 
criticism  which  it  has  aroused  and  to  remove  the  chief  causes  of 
offence. 

In  view  of  the  admission  of  illegality  made  by  the  Imperial 
Government  when  it  pleaded  the  right  of  retaliation  in  defence  of 
its  acts,  and  in  view  of  the  manifest  possibility  of  conforming  to 
the  established  rules  of  naval  warfare,  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  cannot  believe  that  the  Imperial  Government  will  longer 
refrain  from  disavowing  the  wanton  act  of  its  naval  commander  in 
sinking  the  "Lusitania"  or  offering  reparation  for  the  American 
lives  lost,  so  far  as  reparation  can  be  made  for  the  needless  de- 
struction of  human  life  by  that  illegal  act. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States,  while  not  indifferent  to 
the  friendly  spirit,  in  which  it  is  made,  cannot  accept  the  suggestion 
of  the  Imperial  German  Government  that  certain  vessels  be  designated 
by  agreement  which  should  be  free  on  the  seas  now  illegally  pro- 
scribed. The  very  agreement  would  by  implication  subject  other 
vessels  to  illegal  attack  and  be  a  curtailment,  and  therefore  an  aban- 
donment, of  the  principles  for  which  this  Government  contends,  and 
which  in  times  of  calmer  counsels  every  nation  would  concede  as 
a  matter  of  course. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  and  the  Imperial  German 
Government,  contending  for  the  same  great  object,  long  stood  to- 
gether in  urging  the  very  principles  on  which  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  now  so  solemnly  insists.  They  are  both  contend- 
ing for  the  freedom  of  the  seas.  The  Government  of  the  United 
States  will  continue  to  contend  for  that  freedom  from  wathever 
quarter  it  is  violated,  without  compromise  and  at  any  cost.  It  in- 
vites the  practical  cooperation  of  the  Imperial  German  Government 
at  this  time,  when  cooperation  may  accomplish  most  and  this  great 
common  object  can  be  most  sti-ikingly  and  effectively  achieved.  The 
Imperial  German  Government  expresses  the  hope  that  this  object 
may  in  some  measure  be  accomplished  even  before  the  present  war 
ends.     It  can  be. 
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The  Government  of"  the  United  States  not  only  feels  obliged 
to  insist  upon  it,  by  whomsoever'  it  is  violated  oi'  ignored,  in  the 
protection  of  its  own  citizens,  but  it  is  also  deeply  interested  in 
seeing  it  made  practicable  between  the  belligerents  themselves.  It 
liolds  itself  ready  at  any  time  to  act  as  a  common  friend,  who  may 
be  priviliged  to  suggest  a  way. 

In  tlie  meantime  the  very  value  which  this  Government  sets 
upon  the  long  unbroken  friendship  between  the  people  and  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  and  the  people  and  Government  of  the 
German  nation  impels  it  to  press  most  solemnly  upon  the  Imperial 
German  Government  the  necessit)^  for  the  scrupulous  observance  of 
neutral  rights.  This  is  a  critical  matter.  Friendship  itself  prompts 
it  to  say  to  the  Imperial  Government  that  repetition  by  the  com- 
manders of  German  naval  vessels  of  acts  in  contravention  of  those 
rights  must  be  regarded  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
when  thev  aifect  American   citizens  as  deliberately  unfriendly. 


The  Fighting  at  Les  Eparges. 

Berhn,  29th  June  1915.  We  are  indebted  to  Main  Headquarters 
for  the  following  description: 

At  the  end  of  April  and  beginning  of  May  after  we  had  succee- 
ded advancing  our  positions  on  the  Meiise  heights  and,  between  the 
village  of  Les  Eparges  and  the  Grande  Tranchee  de  Calonne, 
which  leads  from  the  ancient  summer  residence  of  the  Bishops  of 
Verdun,  Hattonchatel  to  Verdun,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  the 
French  would  endeavour  to  recapture  the  territory  which  had  been 
taken  from  them  at  this  important  point.  But  comparative  quiet 
prevailed  at  the  beginning.  When  however,  the  II.  French  army 
corps  that  had  l)ut  a  few  weeks  previously  suffered  heavy  losses 
in  the  course  of  the  fruitless  attacks  against  our  bra\'e  troops  be- 
tween the  Orne  and  Combres^  especially  at  Maizeray  and  Marche- 
ville,  had  sufficiently  recovered,  this  corps  was  told  off  to  recap- 
ture our  new  positions  on  the  Grande  Tranchee.  Since  the  middle 
of  June  increased  French  artillery  fire  gave  signs  of  an  impending 
action.  We  had  not  been  deceived.  When  the  enemy  considered 
the  effects  of  their  artillery  preparation  sufficient,  the  fresh  troops 
that  had  been  resting,  proceeded  to  attack  our  positions  on  both 
sides  of  the  Tranchee  on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  20th  June. 

The  French  observed  their  usual  course  of  action,  of  sending 
strong  forces  consecutively,  and  often  from  different  directions, 
ti gainst  single  points.  They  were  finally  successful  in  penetrating 
part  of  our  front  trenches,  as  well  as  a  couple  of  conununication 
trenches  and  even  advancing  on  a  small  portion  of  the  second 
position.  On  Sunday  night,  the  regiment  thus  affected  undertook  a 
counter-attack  in  which  every  man  participated.     We  were  success- 
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fill  in  hunting  the  French  from  our  second  position  and  the  com- 
munication trenches,  and  making  a  number  of  prisoners.  But  the 
enemy  did  not  desist.  At  noon  of  21st  June,  they  renewed  their 
attacks  with  fresh  forces  along  they  whole  line.  To  the  west  of 
the  Tranchee,  they  were  repulsed  on  this  and  the  following  days 
suffering  heavily.  To  the  east  of  the  Tranchee  however,  where 
they  had  held  their  own  they  succeeded  in  again  gaining  ground 
inside   our   lines,   so   we   had    to  set  about  hunting  them  oS  again. 

The  early  morning  of  ■22nd  June,  was  the  time  appointed  for 
this.  The  enemy  was  apparently  surprised.  The  troops  evacuated 
the  trenches  when  we  stormed  leaving  behind  a  considerable  number 
of  prisoners.  But  now  the  French  subjected  our  entire  position  to 
a  violent  fire,  which  lasted  for  several  days.  For  this  purpose, 
they  had  brought  up  several  heavy  batteries  from  other  fronts  to 
support  their  lavish  heavy  artillery.  They  also  employed  quantities 
of  shells,  which  on  exploding  defused  asphyxiating  gases.  The  effects 
of  such  projectiles  are  twofold.  Not  only  do  their  explosives  take 
effect,  l)ut  all  people  within  a  certain  radius  are  rendered  unfit  to 
fight  for  a  certain  time  at  least.  As  a  protection  from  the  effects 
of  such  projectiles,  wherever  latter  were  used,  all  the  French  troops 
were  equipped  with  respirators.  Prisoners  recitals  agree,  stating 
that  they  were  told  that  the  best  remedy  against  the  poisonous 
gases  was  to  hold  handkerchiefs  that  had  been  steeped  in  human 
urine  to  their  mouths  and  noses.  Such  was  the  enemy,  against 
which  we  had  to  fight  incessantly  during  tlie  following  days  and 
nights. 

The  modern  methods  employed  in  hand-to-hand  fighting  with 
their  fearful  moral  effects  played  an  important  part  here,  especially 
the  mine  throwers  and  hand-grenades  of  various  kinds,  which  like 
the  French  artillery  defuse  poisonous  gases.  However,  the  incon- 
testable superiority  of  our  infantry  as  compared  with  the  French, 
could  be  seen  already  on  22nd  June.  Whenever  we  proceeded  to 
attack,  we  were  successful  in  forcing  numerically  superior  enemy 
forces  from  their  strongly  built  out  positions  and  this  was  especially 
noticeable  in  the  course  of  the  hand-to-hand  fighting.  It  was  only 
against  the  superior  artillery  fire  that  our  troops  had  great  diffi- 
culties to  overcome.  As  soon  as  they  had  recaptured  a  trench, 
the  enemy  brought  a  murderous  fire  into  play,  under  wliich  it  was 
physically  impossible  to  hold  out. 

We  could  not  refrain  from  expressing  our  recognition  of  the 
French  infantry's  behaviour  during  the  course  of  this  bitter  fighting. 
Again  and  again  they  came  on  to  attack,  regardless  of  our  well- 
aimed  artillery  and  infantry  fire  and  regardless  of  the  fire  of  their 
own  artillery  which  was  ruthlessly  ranged  where  the  French  rifles 
had  to  carry  out  the  assault.  Heedless  of  death  the  fresh  troops 
that  were  sent  up  from  the  rear,  continued  to  advance  over  the 
corpses  of  their  comrades,  who  had  just  fallen,  or  had  been  killed 
during    the    fighting   of  the   past   few    days,    again    and    again    they 
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were  obliged  to  take  cover  from  our  fire  behind  heaps  of  these 
corpses,  even  employing  the  bodies  of  their  gallant  dead  as  shelter 
wherever  they  were  obliged  to  hurriedly  dig  themselves  in.  The 
small  intervening  space  between  our  and  the  enemy  entrenchments 
was  covered  with  hundreds  of  corpses,  when  on  the  e\'ening  of 
24th  June,  we  had  finally  taken  possession  of  all  the  communication 
trenches  leading  to  the  front  line,  they  wei"e  filled  with  French 
corpses. 

For  days  the  French  had  been  holding  out  here  beside  or  on 
the  bodies  of  the  comrades  who  liad  been  killed.  It  is  questionable 
whether  this  can  be  attributed  to  self-control  or  want  of  feeling. 
But  this  chamber  of  death  was  not  a  position  for  us.  We  threw 
in  the  earth,  burying  these  gallant  troops  in  a  general  grave. 

We  must  also  call  attention  here  to  the  fact  that  according  to 
the  statements  made  by  all  prisoners,  the  French  infantry  had  not 
received  any  warm  rations  between  20th  and  25th  June.  Even  if 
these  prisoners  recitals  should  not  absolutely  coincide  with  the 
truth  with  the  intention  of  awakening  pity,  still  we  must  remark 
that  experience  has  taught  us  that  the  prisoners'  statements  always 
contain  some  truth,  and  the  pitiful  condition  which  they  were  in, 
points  to  this.  Our  attack  was  brought  to  a  standstill  on  25th  June, 
in  front  of  the  foremost  part  of  the  entrenchment  about  300  m.  in 
length,  which  is  still  in  the  enemy  possession. 

On  26th  June,  we  jDroceeded  from  the  territory^  described  in 
the  above  obstinate  fighting  to  an  attack  on  Les  Eparges.  This 
village  situated  deep  down  the  valley,  was  not  the  goal  at  which 
we  aimed,  but  the  sloping  wooded  ridges  on  which  the  P^rench  had 
erected  strong  fortifications.  These  were  to  be  taken.  After  careful 
preparation  our  attack  was  inaugurated  at  midday.  The  enemy  did 
not  expect  anything  of  the  kind  at  this  point.  We  were  success- 
ful in  a  comparatively  short  space  of  time  and  without  suffering 
excessive  casualities,  in  storming  the  first  enemy  positions,  and  in 
an  uninterrupted  advance  taking  the  enemy  main  position  situated 
beyond.  Whoev^er  escaped  our  fire  and  bayonets  fled  down  the 
steep  slopes  to  Les  Eparges  to  rally  there.  Our  attentive  artillery 
did  not  allow  this  favourable  opportunity  to  pass  unnoticed  and 
placed  the  village  under  fire  as  well  as  the  roads  leading  from  the 
North,  where  the  enemy  was  bringing  up  reinforcements.  After  a 
short  time,  the  village  of  Les  Eparges  and  the  war  materials  collec- 
ted there  were  one  mass  of  flames. 

Our  first  object  now  was  to  maintain  the  newly  captured  ad- 
vantageous position  on  the  ridge  of  the  mountain,  south-west  of  Les 
Eparges,  as  we  had  to  count  on  obstinate  attacks  of  the  enemy  to 
regain  the  lost  ground.  The  French  counter-strokes  were  begun 
on  the  evening  of  26th  June,  and  lasted  the  whole  night  until  27th, 
without  being  crowned  with  success.  Hei-e,  as  well  as  on  both 
sides  of  the  Tranchee,  the  French  sustained  exceptionally  heavy 
losses.      Whatever    may    be    the    fate    of    the    situation    here,    the 
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II.  French  Army  Corps  and  the  other  enemy  forces  have  neither 
achieved  the  intended  penetration  nor  been  able  to  maintain  the 
commanding  height  south-west  of  Les  Eparges,  against  the  sur- 
prising and  incomparably  courageous  storm  carried  out  by  our 
well-tried  and  gallant  ti-oops. 


The  Storming  of  the  Heights  of  Ban-de-Sapt. 

Berlin,  1st  July  1915.  Main  Headquarters  sends  us  the  following 
account  of  the  storming  of  the  heights  of  Ban-de-Sapt  in  the 
Vosges : 

About  the  middle  of  September  last  year  our  troops  had 
brought  the  advance  of  the  French  at  Senones,  Menil  and  Ban-de- 
Sapt  to  a  standstill  ])roceeding  from  the  line  Chatas-Saales.  On 
this  line,  our  brave  Bavarians  supported  by  Prussian  and  Baden 
comrades,  have  prevented  the  enem}^  making  any  advance.  But  in 
September  our  forces  were  not  strong  enough  to  capture  the  qom- 
manding  heights  of  Ban-de-Sapt,  and  ever  since  fighting  has  been 
going  on,  on  this  front  for  this  point  of  vantage. 

The  French  consolidated  their  positions  on  the  hill,  more  and 
more,  turning  it  into  a  regular  fortress,  from  whence  they  kept  the 
counti-v  extending  far  behind  our  positions  under  a  contiiuious 
rifle  and  machine  gun  fire  so  that  we  could  only  reach  our  front 
lines  at  night,  or  by  means  of  communication  trenches.  We  were 
situated  half  way  down  the  slope  and  decided  not  to  yield  a  step, 
but  as  soon  as  our  strength  should  permit,  to  take  possession  of 
the  height.  In  this  way  obstinate  fighting  developed  since  the  end 
of  the  year  1914,  bringing  one  point  after  another  into  our  hands. 
All  phases  of  hand-to-hand  fighting  were  experienced.  Fighting 
went  on  above  and  under  ground  day  and  night,  in  many  cases 
the  entrenchments  being  but  20  yards  distant  from  one  another. 
Especialh'  strong  wire  obstacles  reaching  to  about  1  ^j^  m.  in  height, 
surrounded  the  French  bulwarks,  thus  dividing  friend  and  foe. 
We  could  only  reach  our  front  lines  through  a  maze  of  trenches. 
According  to  their  custom,  the  indefatigable  Bavarians  had  given 
almost  every  trench  and  every  piece  of  forest  the  name  of  one  of 
their  beloved  leaders.  One  of  the  French  points  cFappui  in  which 
sharp  shooters  had  taken  up  a  position  well-concealed  behind 
sand-bags,  ready  to  pick  off  whoever  was  reckless  enough  to  show 
himself,  received  the  name  of  "  Sepp."  Opposite  this,  the  Bavarian 
"Anti-Sepp"  was  situated,  in  which  some  men  celebrated  for  their 
true  aim  had  taken  up  a  stand. 

At  last,  tlie  long  and  careful  preparations  for  attack  had  been 
carried  out  to  such  an  extent  that  the  height  could  finally  be  torn 
from  the  enemy,  who  was  to  be  surprised.  Absolute  secrecy  and 
exact  cooperation  of  artillery  and  infantry  were  essential  to  secure 
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a  successful  issue.  The  success  was  magnificent.  On  22nd  June  1915, 
at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  sharj)  (all  clocks  and  watches  having 
been  set  befoieliand),  the  height  of  Ban-de-Sapt  and  the  village 
of  Fontenelle  lying  beyond,  in  which  it  was  expected  French 
reserves  were  stationed,  were  placed  under  fire  according  to 
prearranged  plans.  iSimultaneously  the  "ultima  ratio  regis"  from 
the  light  field  guns  to  the  heavy  mortars  lifted  their  iron  voices 
showering  their  murderous  projectiles  on  the  enemy  positions. 
Prussian,  Bavarian,  Saxon,  and  Baden  artillei-y  worked  side  by 
side,  and  the  view  presented  was  weird  in  its  magnificence.  Soon 
huge  pillars  of  smoke  could  be  seen  rising,  while  every  now  and 
then  the  exploding  shells  tore  up  clouds  of  brown  earth,  mixed 
with  beams  and  boards,  the  entire  hill  being  enveloped  in  smoke 
and  dust.     No  living  being  was  to  be  recognized. 

The  French  had  been  so  completely  taken  by  surprise  that 
their  artillei-y  did  not  open  fiie  until  half  an  hour  had  passed. 
We  heard  afterwards  from  prisoners  that  when  the  shelling  began, 
everybody  tied  to  the  dug-outs,  all  commands  and  communications 
having  ceased.  The  enemy  artillery^  was  so  surprised  that  they 
fired  aimlessly,  vainlv  endeavouring  to  locate  our  guns  that  were 
pouring  fire  on  them  from  all  directions.  This  artillery  fight  lasted 
for  three  hours  and  a  half.  The  attack  was  timed  for  6-30  p.m. 
The  gallant  Bavarian  reserve  troops  pressed  on,  supported  by 
Pi'ussian  infantiy-men  and  rifles,  Prussian  and  Bavarian  engineers, 
while  some  guns  from  the  immediate  vicinity  paved  a  way  for 
them  where  necessary.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  had  somewhat 
recovered  from  the  effects  of  our  artillery  fire,  they  ofTered  a  stubborn 
resistance  with  hand-grenades,  rifle  and  machine  gun  fire.  But  it 
was  all  in  vain.  The  first  attacking  party  captured  four  rows  of 
enemy  trenches  consecutively,  and  (juickly  dug  themselves  in  in  the 
captured  territory,  so  as  to  maintain  the  land  on  which  the  blood 
of  their  comrades  had  been  spilt.  The  following  lines  hunted 
whatever  was  living  from  the  dug-outs.  The  majority  of  the 
prisoners  were  dazed  from  the  effects  of  the  shelling  and  many  lay 
buried  under  the  debris  of  the  ruined  shelters.  At  8  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  the  commanding  height  of  Ban-de-Sapt  was  firmly  in 
our  hands.  Soon  after,  the  enemy  subjected  our  new  positions  to 
violent  artillery  fire,  which  lasted  the  entire  night,  greatly  increasing 
in  violence  towards  morning.  The  French  succeeded  in  penetrating 
one  of  the  entrenchments  which  had  been  subjected  to  their  powerful 
artillery  fire,  but  the  commanding  height  itself  in  spite  of  all  the 
enemy  attem()ts,  remained  in  our  hands. 

We  had  to  reckon  with  a  counter-attack,  as  we  could  not 
suppose  that  the  enemy  would  leave  us  undisputed  possession  of 
this  hill,  which  he  had  maintained  for  months  at  a  heavy  cost. 
On  23rd  June,  at  about  9  a.m.  a  very  heavy  artillery  fire  was  opened 
on  the  newly  gained  position.  Reinforcements  were  reported — 
the    expected   counter-attack    was    in    preparation!    It   was    obvious 
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from  whence  it  would  be  undertaken,  the  guns  were  ready  to 
welcome  the  enemy  lines.  It  was  after  10  o'clock  when  close 
masses  of  rifles  advanced  from  the  village  of  Fontenelle  and  the 
wood  to  the  west  of  the  height  against  oiir  positions,  but  our 
artillery  opened  such  a  violent  fiie  on  them  that  the  attack  collapsed 
suffering  enormous  casualities.  Whoever  was  not  killed  or  wounded, 
retreated  to  the  wood  or  the  village  of  Fontenelle.  The  reserves 
that  could  he  seen  there,  were  dispersed  by  means  of  our  exploding 
grenades. 

Since  this  failure,  the  enemy  has  refrained  from  undertaking 
any  further  attacks.  The  French  official  communique  reporting 
the  capture  of  four  machine  guns,  is  a  pure  invention,  as  not  one 
of  our  machine  guns  was  lost,  but  we  captured  278  jjrisoners, 
2  revolving  guns,  5  machine  guns,  7  mine-throwers  of  different 
sizes,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  and  various  kinds  of 
war-material,  which  the  French  had  collected  in  their  positions 
during  their  stay  of  several  months.  Very  probably  the  French 
shelters  c(jntain  a  great  deal  more  among  the  ruins. 


The  Battle  of  La  Bassee  and  Arras  (Battle  of  Loretto). 


Berlin,  6th  July  1915.  Main  Headquarters  sends  us  the  follo- 
wing account: 

While  the  allied  armies  were  privileged  to  hasten  from  victory 
to  victory  in  Galicia,  the  army  commanded  by  the  Crown  Prince 
of  Bavaria,  was  engaged  in  an  encounter,  which  was  neither  less 
violent,  bloody,  nor  glorious.  Here  there  was  no  question  of  a 
speedy  advance  through  the  enemy's  hnes,  no  pursuit  of  the  fleeing 
masses  to  the  last  breath  of  man  and  horse.  The  German  soldiers 
here  had  to  fulfil  a  difficult  task:  To  hold  out  in  defence  positions 
against  the  assault  of  a  greatly  superior  enemy,  lavishly  suppl  ed 
with  heavy  artillery  and  ammunition. 

The  enemy's  plans  here  were  dee()  and  extensive.  They  did 
not  mean  to  but  draw  off  our  attention  from  their  Allies  that  weie 
being  so  severely  tried  in  Galicia.  The  concentration  of  such  forces, 
the  presence  of  the  French  Commander-in-chief,  the  enormous 
efforts  and  obstanacy  shown  by  the  attackers,  pointed  out  and  the 
captured  army  orders  confirmed  the  fact  that  General  Joffre  re- 
garded the  moment  as  having  arrived  for  the  penetration  of  the 
German  front,  the  recapture  of  the  lost  provinces  and  Belgium  and 
forcing  back  the  Germans  to  the  Rhine.  The  situation  of  the  eastern 
Ally,  who  had  suffered  collapse  with  his  armies  in  Galicia,  com- 
pelled him  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity,  as  Germany  had 
apparently  transported  strong  forces  to  the  east.  Should  the  decisive 
operations  remain  unsuccessful  this  time,  then  the  danger  remained 
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tliat  when   tlie  Russ'an   strength   of  attack  was   spent,   the  German 
forces  on  the  western  theatre  of  war  would  probably  be  increased. 

It  was  necessary  to  concenirate  all  possible  forces  with  a  view 
to  achieving  tliis  all- important  aim.  Therefore  not  only  French  but 
also  English  troops  were  employed,  thus  it  followed  that  the  pene- 
tration was  to  be  accomplished  at  tlie  point  where  the  allied  armies 
joined. 

Here  too,  the  tactical  situation  did  not  appear  unfavourable. 
Tlie  German  troops  were  in  positions  that  were  not  very  suitable 
for  defence,  holding  a  line  for  the  most  part  as  it  had  remained 
since   the   attack,   which   ought   therefore,   have  many  weak  points. 

On  the  flat  plains  of  Flanders  ])etvveen  Armentieres  and  La 
Rassee  we  must  admit  that  the  English  were  not  in  possession  of 
very  advantageous  territory,  still  our  lines  projected  at  many  points, 
especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Festubert  and  La  Bassee,  where 
it  was  quite  possible  for  the  enemy  to  invest.  The  attack  here  was 
favoured  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  controlling  the  coimtry  thickly 
studded  with  farms  that  were  surrounded  with  thick  trees.  The 
grass  that  was  already  high  in  May,  afforded  ample  cover  to  the 
skilful,  crawling  enemy  infantry.  Of  course  the  artillery  were  lacking 
in  natural  observation  points.  It,  is  only  behind  our  line  from 
Radingham  by  way  of  Aubers-Fromelles  that  the  country  rises  in  a 
slight  wave  towards  Violaines. 

The  landscape  of  Artois  to  the  south  presents  a  different 
picture.  Here  the  southern  section  of  the  low  plain  forms  a  perpendi- 
cular and  sharply  declining  chain  of  hills,  extending  as  far  as  our 
front.  In  the  distance  the  Bois  de  Bouvigny  is  to  be  seen  and 
formeily  when  our  cavalry  arrived  here  in  autumn,,  the  celebrated 
Pilgrims  Church  (jf  Notre  Dame  de  Lorette  could  also  be  noticed. 
It  was  situated  on  the  extreme  east  of  the  narrow  plain  on  this 
chain  of  hills,  but  owing  to  the  figthing  that  has  been  going  on 
since  ainuinn,  has  new  been  com[)letely  destroyed.  The  German  troops 
had  gained  ground  here  in  Octobei-  and  step  by  step  succeeded 
after  bitter  fighting  during  the  winter  months  in  advancing  some 
hundred  meters.  The  entire  Bouvigny  wood  was  still  in  the  hands 
ot  the  French.  Our  Baden  troops  held  on  to  a  small  a  part  of 
this  chain  of  ridges  suirounded  as  they  were  on  two  sides,  as  our 
position  projected  there  in  a  sharp  point,  extending  from  La  Bassee 
via  Loos  and  Angres,  across  the  Loretto  hill  as  far  as  Ablain 
and  Carency.  The  extremeties  of  these  villages  were  still  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  the  German  line  making  a  sharp  bend  back 
to  south-west  in  the  direction  of  St.  Laui  ent  a  sul)ur'b  of  Arras. 
From  here  it  proceeded  by  way  of  La  Targette  at  right  angles  to 
the  large  village  of  Neuville,  running  principally  between  two  chains 
of  hills.  The  hills  situated  to  the  west,  on  which  the  large  shelled 
towers  of  Mont  St.  Eloy  form  a  landmark  commanding  tiie  entire 
territory,  offered  excellent  artillery  positions  to  the  F'rench  and  the 
villages  of  Ecurie  and  Roclincourt  good  points  d'appui. 
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The  eastern  chain  of  ridges  rises  sharply  from  tlie  village  of 
Souchez,  which  nestles  deep  down  in  the  Carency  valley  to  Height  140 
and  then  slopes  down  by  way  of  La  Folic  between  Thelus  and 
Bailleul  in  the  direction  of  the  Scarjie.  The  capture  of  these  heights 
which  cut  off  the  vast  plain  of  Douai  towards  the  west,  offering 
as  they  do  the  first  favourable  opportimitv  to  anv  ai-mv  advancing 
from  here,  was  of  great  importance  for  iis  in  October  and  their 
loss  would  be  a  heavy  blow. 

Thus  the  attack  on  the  projecting  points  at  the  Loretto  height 
and  adjoining   posiiions   ])resented   good   prospects   for   the  French. 

The  first  days  of  the  month  of  May  were  favourable  to  the 
French.  Owing  to  the  hazy  weather,  air  reconnoissance  was  greatlv 
hindered,  which  prevented  us  accurately  ascertaining  that  large 
reinforcements  were  being  brought  up  I)y  rail,  altliough  it  had  been 
observed  and  several  signs  pointed  to  the  fact.  The  Fi-ench  kept 
all  their  movements  very  secret  and  no  jjatrois  were  allow^ed  to 
leave  their  trenches.  Up  to  this,  on  the  section  from  the  frontier 
to  the  English  army  south  of  La  Bassce  as  far  as  Arras,  the  Germans 
were  opi)osed  ])y  37^  French  army  corps  (58th  Infantry  Division, 
92nd  Infantry  Division,  XXI.  Army  Cor])S.  XXXIIL  Army  Corps, 
and  Y4  of  ^^^^  ^'  Army  Corps),  On  8th  May.  letters  found  on  a 
dead  Frenchman  j)ointe(l  to  the  presence  of  the  XVIl.  Army  Corps. 

On  the  other  hand,  verj"^  heavy  enemy  artillery  was  situated  since 
1st  May,  at  the  section  between  the  Loretto  height  and  Roclincourt. 

On  6th  ]May,  one  army  coi-jjs  estimated  that  the  enemy  had 
fired  oft'  13,500  rounds  on  its  front  lines,  while  on  8th  May  tliis  was 
increased  to  17,000.  Added  to  this,  heavy  hand  mines  were  employed 
of  which  not  less  than  1,800  were  counted. 

Our  ti-enches  and  wire  entanglements  suftered  severely  and  owing 
to  the  incessant  fire,  our  men  were  unable  to  carry  out  repairs  in 
spite  of  their  courage  and  spirit  of  sacrifice.  To  the  south  of 
Carency,  the  enemy  was  pushing  forward  saps. 

•  But  for  the  present  the  only  attack  that  took  place  was  on 
8th  May  near  Lievin  where  French  ritles  penetrated  a  small  portion 
of  our  entrenchment  after  a  violent  artillery  fire.  During  the  night, 
Baden  troops  in  a  counter-attack  thre\\  the  enemy  out,  making  a 
hundred  prisoners. 

Sunday.  9th  May,  dawned,  the  weather  being  close  and  fine. 
Systematically,  but  effectively  enemy  bombs  dropped  by  French 
airmen  awoke  some  of  the  higher  authorities  and  the  officials  at  all 
the  important  railway  stations.  The  enemy  intention  of  causing 
confusion  by  destruction,  among  the  commanders  and  thus  jjrevent- 
ing  the  transport  of  reinforcements,  had  not  been  successful. 

The  positions  north  of  Arras  were  under  most  violent  fire  from 
4  a,  m.  Shell  for  shell  fell  on  all  our  artilleiy  observation  posts 
and  connections  to  the  front  line.  Soon  the  wires  leading  to  the 
entrenchments  had  been  destroyed  and  the  messengers  i-eturned 
slowly   and   seldom,   telling   us    that   the    enemy  are  removing  their^ 


17 


DerKampFbeiSouchez 


r— 


OS 


Am 


f.S 


ty.T.ai93v 


^,^),»/;'"/„,\i"'""'"//.,,^ 


■-.'J 


.^MM 


vA^^ 


>nW 


> 


'r.;;'.>v 


?•> 


li*ii4.^^\'ll: 


/    <jL^.N\v\\\vu/w,,;'%'/,'?^^.v;^iiii)i/' 


vvWil' 


/'•■'///, 


,^\^V 


1.*^. 


•/-''J'fuME' 


AblaaS|to 


'uckerfabrlk 


w 

?# 

:«»* 


<^ate Wirfsihaft 


^-i^"-^v>' 


wm 


E 


18 

obstacles.  From  the  hill  of  La  Folie  we  could  see  our  entrenctanents 
enveloped  in  tln'ck  Nuioke.  One  enemy  grenade  after  the  other  burst 
in  the  black  cloi;<l,  which  was  soon  as  high  as  a  house  and  above 
that   the  mines  sent  up  I'uins  and  pieces  of  earth  and  white  chalk. 

Towards  8  o'clock,  the  fire  suddenly  ceases.  Our  men  Lower 
Rhine  Landwehr  and  Bavarian  Chevaulegers  and  Infantry  that  have 
been  greatly  reduced  in  numbers,  hasten  to  the  parapets  to  receive 
the  attacking  enemy.  The  commanding  officers  that  are  in  front, 
send  woi'd  to  the  supports  lying  in  the  second  position  to  advance. 
Our  artillery  opened  a  violent  fire  on  the  French  trenches.  But 
instead  of  the  attack  the  enemy  artilleiy  opened  a  fresh  and  stUl 
more  violent  fire.  Again  the  Avhole  territory  was  enveloped  in  smoke 
and  dust.  Suddenly  at  9  o'clock  the  artilleiy  situated  at  La  Fohe 
observes  a  long  dark  line  advancing  between  Carency  and  the  little 
wood  to  the  south  of  this  place.  It  can  be  observed  that  several 
mines  are  exploding  between  Carency  and  La  Targette.  The  French 
are  attacking!  Under  cover  of  the  smoke,  they  are  advancing  in 
close  masses. 

In  the  section  north  of  the  Scarpe  theycoUapse  under  our  fire. 
Heaps  of  dead  and  wounded  belonging  to  the  French  19th  Division 
and  the  XVII.  Army  Corps  are  lying  on  the  ground  in  front  of  the 
wire  obstacles.  One  of  our  regiments  counted  1,600  enemy  corpses 
befoi'e  its  section.  A  small  portion  penetrated  our  trenches  opposite 
Roclincourt,  but  Bavarian  bayonets  soon  drove  them  out  again. 

But  the  attack  on  the  damaged  section  between  La  Tai-gette  and 
Carency,  which  had  been  so  devestated  by  ai'tilleiy  fire,  is  too 
powerful.  Here,  the  XX.  and  XXXIII.  French  Army  Corps  supported 
by  a  Marocco  Division,  overruns  the  weak  troops,  holding  our  ruined 
trenches,  who  nevertheless  defend  themselves  gallantly.  The  Colonel 
commanding  the  Landwehr,  who  is  personally  directing  the  supports, 
is  severely  woimded  and  falls  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

Our  second  position  is  thus  laid  bare.  The  storm  bursts  on 
the  advanced  guns  to  the  north  of  Neuville  and  south  of  Souchez 
for  a  short  time  until  the  last  cannoneer  sinks  to  the  ground.  Then 
the  attack  proceeds,  the  French  ])ressing  forward  towards  the  La 
Folie  Hill.  They  have  taken  the  artillery  observation  post  at  La 
Folie  and  are  now  approaching  the  eastern  slopes.  Towards  the 
north  they  have  also  gained  ground  and  press  forAvard  down  to 
the  village  of  Souchez,  the  southern  entrance  to  which  is  held  by 
an  officer  commanding  a  rifle  battalion  with  10  of  his  men. 

To  the  west  of  the  village  Zuaves  and  Foreign  Legion  troops 
advance  across  the  Carency  rivulet,  taking  Moulin  Malon,  threatening 
the  Loretto  Hill  from  the  south  and  the  villa2;e  of  Carencv  from 
the  east,  against  which  the  X.  Division  is  advancing  from  the  south 
and  west. 

At  \'2  noon,  it  appeal's  as  though  the  French  penetration  has 
been  successful,  as  they  have  gained  ground  between  the  villages  of 
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ISeuville,  Carency  and  Soiichez  to  an  extent  of  3  kilometres  on  a 
front  of  4  kilometres. 

To  the  south  of  Nenville,  the  enemy  has  succeeded  in  pene- 
trating the  maze  of  trenches,  typically  described  in  the  reports  as 
the  •  Labyrinth,"  having  advanced  as  far  as  the  Ecurie  road.  One 
of  our  communication  trenches,  which  has  been  skilfully  provided 
with  a  roof  affording  him  cover. 

It  is  now  that  the  spirit  of  our  troops  can  be  noticed.  To 
the  noi-th  of  Ecurie.  Algau's  sons  that  are  attacked  from  south  and 
west,  form  a  front  to  the  north  and  check  the  enemy  in  bitter 
hand-to-hand  fighting  in  their  attempt  to  attack  the  rear  of  the 
regiment.  Not  a  man  dreams  of  evacuating  the  position.  In 
Neuville  the  defende'i-s  take  up  position  in  the  houses  keeping  the 
eastern  half  of  the  place.  A  gun  can  be  seen  standing  in  the 
garden,  the  men  that  had  been  serving  it  having  been  killed.  An 
officer,  belonging  to  the  engineer  corps  and  two  pioneers  begin 
firing  it  at  close  range  on  the  enemy.  On  the  way  from  Neuville 
to  La  Folic  a  line  of  rifles  has  been  formed,  flanking  the  enemy 
from  the  south,  and  from  the  north,  a  Baden  battery  and  a  Bavarian 
howitzer  section  solve  the  problem  at  a  range  of  600  m.,  imtil 
some  reinforcements  comprising  at  first  but  one  section  of  rifles, 
come  to  the  aid  of  the  few  defenders.  In  the  direction  of  Ablain, 
the  Baden  troops  prevent  the  enemy  advancing  towards  the  north. 

The  reserves  are  employed  against  the  front  of  the  attack  on 
the  height  to  the  west  of  Givencliy  and  Vimy.  Every  man  knows 
how  serious  the  situation  is.  The  commanding  General  sees  French 
suns  advancina:  on  this  height  from  the  direction  of  La  Goulette. 
Whoever  has  a  weapon,  joins  the  companies,  men  belonging  to  the 
columns  and  those  attending  the  horses  rush  up  the  steep  hill. 
And  they  are  successful!  On  the  Heights  119  and  140  and  the 
wooded  slopes  of  same  our  artillery  and  infantry  stem  the  enemy 
advance,  having  mown  down  their  foremost  sections. 

It  is  now  past  1  o'clock,  the  first  crisis  has  been  past  and 
the  situation  remains  unchanged  until  evening. 

But  in  the  meantime  the  battle  is  raging  at  other  points  of  the 
front.  Since  early  morning  violent  enemy  artillery  fire  could  be 
heard  from  the  adjoining  territory  towards  the  north,  directed 
towards  the  Loretto  Height  intersected  as  it  was  with  trenches, 
innumerable  craters  and  funnels  that  had  been  caused  by  exploding 
shells  or  mines.  It  was  here  that  the  attack  took  place.  Chosen 
rifle  battalions  of  the  XXI.  French  Army  Corps  led  it,  advancing 
to  our  trenches.  In  spite  of  the  most  heroic  resistance,  the  Baden 
troops  were  obliged  to  evacuate  the  foremost  positions,  but  one 
company  being  able  to  maintain  a  stand,  although  surrounded  by 
the  enemy. 

Further  north,  in  the  vicinity  of  Loos,  an  attack  was  directed 
against  our  line,  and  here  too  a  new  French  Army  Corps,  the  IX., 
was  discovered. 

3* 
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The  enemy  had  not  succeeded  in  ad\'anchig  beyond  our  first 
[position  at  any  one  point  of  tlie  liattle  field,  their  success  therefore 
remained  far  beliind  the  desired  goal. 

The  English  attack  did  not  immediately  follow  that  of  the 
Trench.  From  9  a.  m.  they  subjected  our  trenches  to  a  violent 
fire,  especially  to  the  west  of  the  La  Bassc'C-Hstaires  road  and  north 
■of  Fromelles,  the  water-level  in  this  neighbourhood  favourinig  them.. 
Owing  to  this,  the  parapets  liere  were  mainly  composed  of  sand-bags» 
so  it  was  no  wonder  that  veiy  soon  all  was  buried  in  ruins.  At 
•6'30  a.  m,  two  mines  exploded  (|uite  unexpectedly  at  the  Bavarians 
parapet  to  the  north  of  Fromelles.  At  this  and  two  other  points 
near,  strong  English  lines  of  rifles  advanced,  immediately  overrun- 
ning the  few  survivors  and  taking  up  a  ])Osition  far  lieyond  our 
•front,  in  trenches  and  farms.  Wave  on  wave  followed,  endeavouring 
to  deploy  towards  both  sides  in  the  tr-enches  from  the  narix)w  point 
at  which  they  had  penetrated.  But  the  adjoining  sections  had  ma- 
naged to  l)lock  up  the  trenches  and  the  artillery  veiy  soon  pre- 
vented the  English  pushing  forward  further  forces. 

The  Bavarian  troops  did  wonders  so  as  to  destroy  the  effects 
of  the  enemy's  initiatory  success. 

By  midday  the  danger  had  been  removed  and  by  evening  the 
entire  ground  recaptui-ed.  At  one  point  the  front  line  had  succeeded 
in  forcing  the  enemy  out  by  means  of  an  attack,  which  advanced 
from  two  sides  with  hand-grenades  and  bayonets,  at  the  two  other 
reserves  had  achieved  the  same  success.  The  Enghsh  attempt  to 
escape  theii-  fate  and  retreat  to  their  own  trenches,  cost  them 
dear.  Desperate  hand-to-hand  fighting  took  place  here  behind  our 
front  between  our  men  and  the  English  that  had  bi'oken  through 
and  now  defended  themselves  in  desperation.  What  remained  of 
them  sought  cover  in  every  old  trench,  heap  of  ruins,  or  hole  in 
the  ground,  and  in  many  cases  the  Bavarians  wei'e  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  tlieir  native  weapon,  so  as  to  break  their  resistance. 
As  a  pi'oof  of  how  bitter  and  violent  the  fighting  here  was,  we  must 
add  that  we  only  captured  140  prisoners  with  7  machine  guns, 
while  1,500  dead  Englishmen  were  buried  behind  our  front.  We 
counted  no  less  than  143  dead  English  officers,  while  our  entire 
losses  were  hardly  more. 

One  Bavai'ian  Division  rej)ulsed  the  attack  of  the  reinforced 
IV.  EngHsh  Army  Corps  magnificently,  althougli  the  enemy  presented 
a  threefold  numerical  superiority. 

The  General  commanding  the  I.  Englisli  Army  Corps,  that  had 
been  reinforced  by  an  Indian  Division,  did  not  inaugurate  tlie  attack 
on  the  section  Bois  du  Biez-La  Quintpie  Rue  simultaneously.  His 
infantry  that  had  made  but  faint  attempts  during  the  morning,  in- 
creased its  fire  considerably  from  4'30  p.m.  At  5T5  p.m.  the 
attack  was  begun.  At  first  a  wave  of  coloui-ed  English  troops,  then 
Europeans  emerged  fi'om  the  rallying  trenches  that   had  been  very 
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skilfully  erected  by  the  enemy;  then  again  coloured  and  European 
ti'oops.  The  bravest  advanced  as  far  as  our  wire  obstacles,  but  the 
fire  of  our  Westphalians  [)roved  stronger  than  the  enenay's  will. 
Not  a  single  enemy  penetrated  our  trenches,  but  the  gi'ound  was 
covered  with  English  corpses. 

The  General  commanding  the  1.  English  Army  had  not  been 
successful  at  any  point,  in  spite  of  careful  preparation,  accurate 
knowledge  of  our  weak  defences,  lumicrical  superiority,  lavish  ex- 
penditure of  ammunition,  and  a  ruthless  employment  of  his  best 
troops.  His  intention  had  not  been  a  demonstration  in  favour-  of 
the  Allied,  no,  his  object  can  be  seen  from  the  orders   of  the  day. 

"The  operations  that  had  been  planned,  are  to  gain  a  decisive 
victory  and  not  a  local  success.  The  aim  of  the  I.  Army  is:  To 
penetrate  the  enemy  line,  gain  possession  of  the  La  Bassee-Fournes 
road  and  then  advance  on  Don." 

But  the  success  which  the  French  achieved  was  also  far  behind 
that  which  the  General  commanding  the  XXXIIl.  Army  Corps  had 
proclaimed  to  his  troops: 

"After  a  cam])aign  lasting  9  months,  the  moment  has  now  ar- 
rived to  make  a  final  attempt  to  penetrate  the  enemy  line  and  for 
the  first,  drive  the  Germans  from  French  territory. 

The  moment  is  favourable,  the  army  was  never  stronger  nor 
animated  with  greater  courage. 

The  enemy  appears  to  have  but  some  divisions  opposed  to  us, 
our  strength  is  foui"  times  as  strong  as  that  of  the  Germans,  and 
oiu"  artillery  is  more  powerful  than  any  which  has  ever  yet  appeared 
on  any  battlefield. 

To-day  there  is  no  question  of  a  coup-de-main  or  taking  a 
ti-ench.  We  must  endeavour  to  defeat  the  enemy  definitely  and  for 
this  reason  carry  out  an  attack  with  extreme  violence  and  a  pursuit 
regardless  of  fatigue,  hunger,  thirst  or  privations. '" 

That  was  the  enemy's  object  and  goal,  for  this  Joffre  had 
entrusted  the  attack  to  one  of  his  best  leaders.  General  Foch,  and 
collected  all  tlie  French  forces  available. 

But  as  early  as  the  evening  of  9th  May,  it  could  be  seen  that 
they  could  not  overrun  even  the  weak  German  forces  stationed  here. 

Tiie  great  tidal  wave  had  been  overcome,  but  the  fighting  was 
not  at  an  end. 


Renewed  Fighting  at  the  Meuse  Heights. 

Berlin,  20th  July  1915.  Main-Headquarters  sends  us  the  following 
account : 

Our  last  account  reporting  on  the  events  at  the  Meuse  heights 
concluded  with  an  indication  that  further  operations  would  certainly 
be  undertaken    by   the  French    for   the   recapture  of  the   important 
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territory  that  liad  been  taken  from  them  at  Les  Eparges.  Tlie 
following  day  confirmed  this  supposition.  Since  then  bitter  fighting- 
has  been  going  on.  The  fearful  effects  of  the  heavy  artillery  em- 
ployed on  both  sides,  the  hand-grenades  and  mines  had  changed 
the  fighting  territory  at  Les  Eparges.  just  as  had  been  the  case  at 
Combres  and  the  Grande  Tranchee  de  Calonne  into  a  chaotic  mass 
of  rocks  and  stones,  trimks  of  trees  and  bush-work,  intersected  with 
rolls  of  ruined  barbed  wii-e  and  destructive  impliments  of  all  kinds. 
Here  and  there  blasted  funnels  can  be  seen,  dividing  uj)  the  country. 
The  difficulties  here  are  evenly  divided:  The  defender  has  to  overcome 
enormous  obstacles  in  endeavouring  to  take  up  a  position  in  im- 
pregnable trenches,  and  the  attacker  before  he  can  work  his  way 
through  this  field  of  ruins. 

Monotonous  as  the  following  description  of  the  fighting  at  Les 
Eparges  may  sound,  yet  it  demanded  an  unparalleled'  amount  of 
exertion  and  heroism  on  the  part  of  those  who  participated.  The 
fighting  which  went  on  here,  is  an  elocjuent  proof  of  the  standard 
of  our  troops,  that  were  obliged  to  hold  out  for  days  in  their 
trenches  under  the  enemy  fire,  and  yet  were  always  ready,  in  their 
ruined  positions  to  oppose  the  enemy  at  whatever  point  he  attempted 
to  advance. 

After  a  violent  artillery  fire  directed  against  our  positions  at 
Les  Eparges  and  beyond  the  Tranchee,  two  simultaneous  attacks 
were  inaugurated  at  midday  of  27th  June.  One  of  them  against 
our  newly  captured  position  to  the  south-w^est  of  Les  Eparges,  the 
other  to  the  east  of  the  Tranchee.  Both  were  repulsed.  In  the 
evening,  the  enemy  again  attacked,  this  time  operations  were  directed 
against  the  Avhole  of  our  northern  front,  but  this  attack  was  also 
driven  back. 

During  the  night  of  the  28th,  the  French  brought  up  some 
more  heavy  guns  to  effectively  support  their  artillery  against  our 
new  positions  at  Les  Eparges  and  against  the  jjositions  that  had 
been  held  hitherto  at  the  Tranchee.  At  dawn  on  the  28th.  they 
opened  a  murderous  fire  on  our  entire  front  and  rear  lines.  Shortly 
after  8  a.  m.  they  undertook  an  attack  against  our  elevated  positions 
at  Les  Eparges,  j)roceeding  from  the  Sonvaux  gorge,  which  however 
we  succeeded  in  repulsing  without  any  great  difficulty.  Four  other 
attacks  inaugurated  during  the  day  against  the  same  points,  were 
equally  unsuccessful.  On  this  day,  the  enemy  had  suffered  very 
heavy  casualities  without  achieving  the  least  succes.  At  the  Tranchee 
itself,  no  attacks  were  undertaken  by  either  side. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th,  an  especially  violent  fire  was  directed 
against  our  positions  from  Combres  to  beyond  the  Tranchee.  A 
French  attack  seemed  imminent,  but  our  fire  prevented  its  being 
carried  out.  It  was  only  to  the  east  of  the  Tranchee  that  the 
French  advanced  during  the  night  on  a  narrow  front,  the  attack 
collapsing  in  our  fire.  The  whole  day  our  positions  were  violently 
shelled  and  at  12  non,   the   enemy   again   attacked   at  Les  Eparges, 
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this  time  employing  especially  strong  forces,  which  apparently  had 
been  brought  uj)  from  other  })oinls.  But  even  with  those  reinforce- 
ments, they  did  not  svicceed  in  penetrating  our  positions.  This 
attack  as  well  as  three  others  undertaken  during  the  course  of  the 
afternoon,  was  repulsed,  the  French  sustaining  heavy  losses.  During 
the  rest  of  the  day  and  the  whole  night,  the  enemy  kept  our  entire 
positions  under  extremely  heavy  fire.  All  the  roads  leading  to  the 
Cotes  Lorraines  as  well  as  the  villages,  which  we  had  evacuated 
long  since,  situated  on  these  hills  and  at  the  foot  at  the  edge  of 
the  Woevre  plain  were  generously  supplied  with  shells  of  all  kinds. 

On  30th  June,  another  attack  was  inaugurated  l)eing  still 
accompanied  by  violent  shelling.  Then  the  enemy  appeared  to 
recognize  the  fruitlessness  of  these  continued  attacks.  His  exces- 
sively heaA-y  losses  and  pei'haps  want  of  ammunition,  may  have  been 
of  import,  as  from  the  evening  of  the  last  day  of  June  the  efforts 
were  lessened  for  the  recapture  of  the  lost  hill,  the  1st  July  being 
comparatively  quiet.  But  whoever  approached  our  positions  on 
the  Meuse  heights  for  the  first  time  on  this  day,  would  have  thought 
that  renewed  violent  battles  for  these  hotly  contested  points  were 
in  progress.  Even  when  the  shelling  abates,  the  impression  received 
by  anyone,  who  is  not  accustomed  to  the  incessant  hand-to-hand 
fighting  and  the  resonnance  of  fire  from  all-seized  guns  in  these 
glens,  is  that  a  violent  battle  is  raging  all  around.  Here  there  is 
no  question  of  rest  either  day  or  night.  Just  as  the  French  in  their 
desperation  do  their  utmost  to  compensate,  in  no  matter  how  small 
a  way,  the  failure  they  may  liave  suifered,  in  the  same  way  we  do 
not  lack  initiative  in  subjecting  the  places  where  their  attacking 
troops  are  collected,  or  the  front  and  rear  trenches  from  which  the 
attacking   forces  are  pushed  forward,  to  a  deadly  and  murderous  fire. 

It  is  here  that  the  airmen  prove  their  worth.  Here  in  this  wooded 
mountainous  region,  which  makes  direct  observation  almost  impossible 
the  leaders  and  troops  are  obliged  to  rely  almost  entirely  on  the 
airmens  reports.  They  circle  for  hours  over  the  reconnoissance 
sections  allotted  to  them  and  report  by  means  of  pre-arranged  signs 
every  movement  of  the  enemy  batteries  or  single  guns.  But  the 
enemy  also  knows  the  danger,  which  the  hostile  airman  means  for 
him.  He  knows  quite  well  tliat  he  Avill  be  a  target  for  the  enemy 
artillery  in  a  short  space  of  time,  thus  the  fights  with  the  airmen 
are  of  primary  importance  on  l)oth  sides.  Special  batteries,  sometimes 
even  infantry  contingents  and  machine-guns  are  told  off"  for  this  task 
and  recently  specially  constructed  and  equipped  military  air-machines 
have  also  been  employed.  At  some  points  it  has  already  been 
estimated  that  the  German  airmen  have  admittedly  shown  great 
superiority  as  compared  to  the  enemy  military  air-machines,  and 
here  between  the  Meuse  and  Moselle  we  are  happy  at  being  able 
to  give  the  same  report.  But  recently,  one  of  our  airmen  succeeded 
in  bringing  down  a  French  air-machine  in  the  neighbourliood  of 
P'ssey,    and   oAving   to  this  and  other  successes,  the  Frencli  aviators 
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make  off  at  once  now  wherever  a  German  air-machine  appears, 
thereljy  admitting  their  inferiority. 

On  2nd  July  we  had  an  excellent  opportunity  of  observing  the 
activity  of  our  own  and  French  airmen.  As  was  shown  by  the 
events  of  the  next  days,  the  enemy  had  increased  their  artillery 
against  our  positions  on  tlie  Meuse  heights  and  employed  this  day 
particularly,  in  getting  our  positions  and  communication  roads  witliin 
range  of  their  new  batteries  according  to  the  directions  given  by 
their  airmen,  in  so  far  as  our  own  aviators  did  not  prevent  this. 
It  was  obvious  that  fighting  would  be  continued  here.  During  the 
night,  the  enemy  increased  their  fire  not  only  against  the  principal 
objects,  which  had  hitherto  been  aimed  at,  but  also  against  our 
adjoining  positions  on  the  Combres  height  and  further  north-east  of 
the  plain  as  far  as  Marcheville  and  Maizeray. 

On  3rd  July,  renewed  infantry  attacks  were  carried  out,  each 
of  them  preceded  by  a  violent  bombardment,  especially  with  shells 
containing  asphixiating  gases  and  accompanied  by  showers  of  hand- 
grenades,  the  employment  of  which  has  increased  greatly  among 
the  French  troops  latterly.  The  enemy  made  four  desperate  attacks 
on  this  day  at  Les  Eparges  and  was  repulsed  each  time  suffering 
heavy  losses. 

It  now  seemed  as  though  the  impossibility  of  penetrating  here 
was  becoming  gradually  apparent,  all  farther  attem])ts  being  given 
up.  On  4th  and  5th  July  artillery  duels  were  reported.  But 
already  on  the  evening  of  the  5th,  the  increasing  violence  of  the 
enemy  fire  showed  that  a  repetition  of  these  infantry  attacks  was 
to  be  expected. 

When  late  on  the  evening  of  5th  July  two  attempts  to  break 
through  our  positions  had  failed,  owing  to  the  watchfulness  of  our 
grenadiers,  the  6th  ushered  in  specially  heavy  fighting,  which  lasted 
the  entire  day. 


The  Capture  of  "Bois-le-Pretre". 

Berlin,  21st  July  1915.  Main  Headquarters  sends  us  the  following 
account:  The  French  newspapers  of  30th  May,  pulilished  an  official 
account  of  "the  captm-e  of  the  Bois-le-Pretre".  The  severe  fighting 
that  took  place  in  this  wood  during  the  contest  was  described  which 
"after  7  months  of  incessant  fighting  finally  ])rought  them  to  their 
goal ".  This  Bois-le-Pretre  was  the  theatre  of  renewed  l)itter  fighting 
during  the  first  days  of  July,  which  ended  with  a  complete  German 
success. 

From  the  ridge,  which  ascends  at  a  sharp  curve  from  the 
Moselle  valley  to  a  height  of  about  200  metres,  an  extensive  wooded 
territory  stretches  north-west  of  Pont-a-Mousson.  The  slope  in  the 
direction  of  Pont-a-Mousson  as  far  as  tlie  Fey-en-Haye-Norroy 
road,  is  shown  on  the  German  maps  as  "PriesterwaW,  while  the 
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French  maps  only  ajiply  this  name  to  the  southern  ])art  of  the 
wood,  the  northern  part  being  called  Bois  Comniunaux.  This  may 
be  an  explanation  for  the  fact  that  the  French  considered  themselves 
undisputed  masters  of  the  Bois-le-Pretre.  The  Exei'cising  ground 
of  the  garrison  Pont-a-Mousson  is  situated  at  the  southern  extremely 
of  the  wood  on  the  Pont-a-Mousson-Montauville-Limay  road,  while 
the  i)ractice  ground  (Schiefiplatz)  is  in  the  wood  itself.  The  men 
belonging  to  the  French  regiments  o})posed  to  us  here,  are  mostly 
from  "tlie  hamlets  and  \'illages  oi"  the  neighboiu-hood,  and  many  a 
French  |)risoner  was  thus  al)le  to  see  his  relatives  in  his  native 
place  sooner  than  he  had  thought  or  hoped,  in  company  of  Gei-man 
Landsturm-Guards. 

The  Priestei'vvald  is  a  typical  Lorraine  forest.  It  has  but  a 
few  badly  constructed  roads,  while  thick  brush-wood  prevents  traffic 
except  on  these  roads.  What  forestry  left  undone,  was  comjjensated 
by  tlie  French  and  German  shells  that  have  provided  the  wood  with 
light  and  air,  in  many  cases  having  done  their  v/ork  so  well  that 
they  tore  up  many  a  huge  tree  by  the  roots,  sometimes  ])ut  breaking 
them  in  the  middle  of  the  trunks.  Deep  craters  and  gorges  here 
and  there  prevent  all  traffic.  The  higliest  point  of  this  wooded 
territory  is  a  ridge  extending  from  the  Fey-en-Haye-Norroy  road 
to  the  wood  towards  the  east,  on  the  summit  of  which  the  Croix 
des  C'armes  is  situated,  and  it  is  here  we  find  the  German  positions. 
Dui'ing  the  course  of  the  varying  attacks,  which  lasted  for 
months,  the  French  had  succeeded  at  the  beginning  of  June  owing 
to  their  numerical  superiority  in  gaining  ground  on  the  western 
part  of  this  ridge.  Our  task  on  4th  July,  was  to  I'ecapture  this 
ground  and  it  was  anything  but  easy.  The  French  had  l)uilt  out 
6  — 7  consecutive  positions,  measuring  a  total  depth  of  4U0 — oUOmetres. 
( )u)'  attack  was  inaugurated  by  an  advance  from  the  section  Ijordering 
on  the  Moselle.  We  were  successful  here  in  penetrating  Frencli 
]i<)sitions  to  an  extent  of  about  250  metres  and  blowing  up  5  French 
Blockhouses  with  their  inhabitants.  We  then  destroyed  the  gims 
that  had  been  built-in,  returning  to  our  former  jtositions  uuliindered 
bv  the  enemy. 

The  main  attack  was  carried  out  in  tlie  afternoon.  The  French 
infantry  that  had  l)een  greatly  shaken  by  our  artillery,  could  not 
withstand  the  storm,  thus  position  after  j)Osition  fell  into  our  hands. 
In  tlie  evening,  all  the  French  positions  on  a  breadth  of  1  ,.")00  meti-es 
had  l)een  captured.  12  officers,  more  than  1,000  unwounded  prisonei-s, 
3  guns,  7  trench-mortars,  7  machine-guns,  an  engineering  depot  with 
liberal  supplies  falling  into  our  hands.  What  the  French  had  gained 
during  months  of  fighting,  had  been  i-ecaptured  by  oui-  attacking 
infantry  that  was  so  ably  supported  by  our  excellent  artillery,  in 
a  few  hours.  Wiiere  the  carpentei-  works,  shavings  fall  I  Such 
success  cannot  be  achieved  without  losses.  Our  entire  losses  in- 
cluding slightly  injvu-ed,  were  not  as  high,  as  the  number  of  pri- 
soners  which    we   had   made.      The  French   number   of  killed    was 
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exceptionally  high.  According  to  prisoners'  recitals,  the  companies 
had  been  reduced  before  our  attack,  to  60 — 70  men,  owing  to  the 
effects  of  our  artillery  fire.  In  the  beginning  of  the  official  repoi-t 
attention  is  called  to  the  fact,  that  the  French  soldiers'  designation 
for  Bois-le-Pretre  "Our  Wood"  is  far  more  to  the  point  than  the 
Germans',  who  call  it  "The  Wood  of  Death,"  or  "The  Widow's 
Wood."  We  must  pay  our  respects  to  the  reporters  imagination, 
as  we  are  unaware  of  this  tactful  style  of  nomenclature.  On 
4th  July  however,  the  "Priesterwald"  was  turned  into  a  "Wood 
of  Death"  for  the  French. 

We  had  of  course  to  count  on  the  fact  that  the  enemy  would 
soon  contest  this  territory,  and  as  early  as  the  night  of  5th  July, 
they  proceeded  to  carry  out  counter-attacks.  We  were  able  to 
repulse  these  as  well  as  all  that  followed.  Among  tlie  prisoners 
were  several  coloured  French.  Here  we  found  children  of  the 
Island  of  Reunion  that  had  been  brought  up  to  participate  in  the 
fighting  for  civilization  and  culture.  They  are  not  onlv  French 
soldiers  on  account  of  their  uniform,  but  also  on  account  of  then- 
convictions.  On  examination  they  said  that  they  did  not  believe  a 
word  of  the  French  newspapers  and  that  they  wanted  peace,  no 
matter  whether  it  was  advantageous  for  France  or  not.  These 
sentiments  are  apparently  more  prevalent  among  the  population 
than  is  generally  known.  In  Pont-a-Mousson,  the  motor  car,  in 
which  the  President  of  the  Republic  was  driving,  was  stoned  by 
women,  who  cried  out  that  they  wanted  peace  and  wanted  their 
sons  back  again. 


Fieldmarshal  von  Hindenburg's  Work. 

II. 

Berlin,  6th  July  1915.  Main  Headquai-teis  has  sent  us  the 
following  account: 

To  the  north  of  the  Njemen,  troops  under  the  command  of 
Fieldmarslial  von  Hindenburg  have  succeeded  in  capturing  and 
firmly  maintaining  a  large  portion  of  lovely  Kurland.  It  is  possible 
to  advance  more  than  100  kilometres  from  the  East-Prussian  border 
towards  north-east  before  arriving  at  the  German  infantry  positions, 
which  extend  on  a  front  of  about  250  kilometres  to  the  Njemen, 
and  Baltic  shores  beyond  Libau.  Operations  here  have  not  yet  been 
concluded,  and  the  Russians  will  probably  spend  some  sleepless 
nights  wondering  what  fate  is  awaiting  them  here. 

In  the  beginning,  the  enemy,  as  we  have  learned  from  recitals 
of  prisoner  officers,  was  (juite  in  the  dark  as  regards  the  importance 
of  the  German  invasion  in  Kurland.  It  was  thought  that  this  was 
a  demonstration  principally  carried  out  by  cavalry,  supported 
perhaps  by  some  sections  of  infantry  that  had  been  brought  up  in 
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motor  cars  It  was  only  the  stubborn  resistance  offei-ed  by  our 
troo})s  afj;ainst  the  steadily  increasing  Russian  reinforcements  and 
the  successful    counterstrokes   that  showed  the  true  state  of  affairs. 

But  we  can  understand  the  Russians'  mistake.  The  speed  with 
which  the  advanced  march  was  carried  out,  was  astonishing — one 
of  the  notable  feats  performed  by  the  German  troops  under  their 
great  leaders.  Within  a  few  days,  General. eutnant  von  Lauenstein, 
lo  whose  guidance  the  enterprise  was  entrusted,  had  made  ;ill 
preparations,  including  that  of  securing  the  co-operation  of  the  naval 
units  operating  in  the  Baltic. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  '22nd  Ajiril,  the  extreme  flanks  began 
their  march:  One  ccjIuuui  j)ressing  foi-ward  across  the  Njemen  towards 
the  north  and  another — at  a  distance  of  100 — 125  kilometres — pro- 
ceeding from  the  most  northern  point  of  East-Prussia  towards  the 
East.  The  foi-mer  advanced  with  tlie  infantry  almost  50  kilometres 
on  Kurland  terrirory,  the  cavalry  pi-oceeding  as  fai-  as  Rossienie 
and  across  the  Dubissa,  meeting  with  stubborn  resistance  at  Korciany 
where  they  were  obliged  to  foice  the  ci-ossing  of  the  Minia  section 
exposed  lo  the  fire  of  the  heavy  Russian  artillery,  which  nevei'- 
theless  did  not  stem  their  advance.  A  third  column  advanced  more 
slowly  in  the  centre.  The  boldness  of  this  extensive  enterprise 
appears  all  the  more  clearly  when  we  consider  that  the  reports  as 
to  the  sti'ength  and  ([uality  of  the  enemy  forces  were  most 
unreliable  and  that  at  the  end  of  AjiT'il  the  country  was  still  in 
such  a  state  of  aggregation,  tliat  tiaific  was  on'y  possible  on  the 
main  roads. 

On  the  morning  of  the  second  day.  it  was  discovered  that  the 
enemy  foi-ces  situated  on  the  main  road  Tilsit-Mitau  at  Skaudwile 
had  withdi'awn,  owing  to  the  threat  of  investment  to  their  left 
tlank,  and  that  they  were  retreating  towards  Kilmy-Szawle  in  all 
speed.  The  right  column  was  sent  at  once  in  pui-suit.  On  the  same 
evening  Kielmy  was  taken,  so  that  we  had  advanced  75  kilometres 
in  2  days.  The  left  column  had  to  o\'ercome  enormous  obstacles 
■owing  to  the  difficulties  of  the  countiy,  ci'ossing  as  they  were  a 
territory  mostly  composed  of  bogs.  They  were  thei-efore  supported 
by  the  centre  column,  the  cavalry  arriving  at  Woi-ny  situated  to 
the  west  of  Kielmy.  On  the  third  day.  the  right  column  advanced 
across  the  Windawski-Canal.  ^\•hich  was  defended  by  the  enemy, 
while  the  left  pushed  foi'ward  as  far  as  Worny  and  Telsze,  the 
cavalry  ad^•ancing  to  Trischki  to  the  north-west  of  Szawle.  Thus 
almost  10<I  kilometres  had  been  gained.  The  Russian  troops,  which 
in  Kurland  were  composed  mostly  of  cavalry  and  Reichswehr.  now 
hastily  brought  up  reinforcements  by  rail,  that  were  unloaded 
between  Szawle  and  Szadowo.  But  this  did  not  confuse  the  German 
leadei'ship:  The  cavaliy  got  orders  to  destroy  the  i-ailway  and  deploy 
round  Szawle,  while  the  ad\ance  continues. 

On  the  afternoon  of  30  tli  April,  the  4  th  day.  the  right  column 
marched   into   Szawle   that  had    been    set    on   fire   bv   the  Russians. 
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and  even  pui'sucd  the  enemy  for  some  distance  beyond.  The  ca- 
vah-y  captured  a  quantity  of  machine  guns,  ammunition  carts,  and 
baggage  on  the  Janischki-Mitau  road,  and  destroyed  the  railway 
Hnes  to  the  south-west  and  north-west  of  Szawle.  (^n  the  next 
day,  we  got  reports  stating  that  the  enemy  was  sending  reinforce- 
ments fi'om  Kowno  to  threaten  our  right  think.  This  led  to  the 
infantry  being  retained  and  wheeled  towards  the  right  with  orders 
to  hold  the  Dul)issa  line,  while  the  ca\alrv  continuet  its  advance. 
After  some  fighting  Janischki  and  Shagoi'v  that  are  only  6  miles 
from  Mitau  were  captured  while  a  (juantity  of  machine-guns  and 
baggage,  as  well  as  a  numl)er  of  prisoners  wei-e  taken  from  the 
enemy  that  is  fleeing  in  gi-eat  disorder  towards  Mitau.  On  2nd  May, 
the  Russian  troops  stationed  near  Skaisgirv  are  surrounded  and 
1,000  prisoners  made,  while  the  railway  lines  are  successfully 
destroyed  at  several  points.  Now  the  cavalry  of  the  right  column 
is  i-ecalled  to  support  the  counter-stroke  on  the  Dubissa,  while  that 
belonging  to  tlie  left  column,  advances  by  way  of  Griinhof,  although 
information  has  been  received  reporting  the  arrival  of  Russian 
i-einforcements,  and  makes  2,000  Russian  prisoners  arriving  with 
some  of  its  units   to  within   two  kilometers  of  Mitau  on  3rd  May. 

The  extraordinary  distances  covered  by  the  infantry  as  well 
as  cavalry  must  be  estimated  all  the  higher  when  we  consider  the 
miserable  state  of  the  roads,  which  were  at  some  points  well-nigh 
impassible,  the  river  crossings  mostly  destroyed  and  the  Russians 
offering  stubborn  resistance  at  many  points.  The  Russian  attack 
against  our  right  flank  made  fresh  demands  on  the  troops'  perseve- 
rance, but  an  extensive  counter-stroke  on  the  Dubissa  showed  the 
enemy  how  greatly  they  had  underestimated  the  strength  of  the 
German  troops. 

It  was  only  by  degrees  that  they  recovered  from  their  sur- 
prise and  succeeded  in  bringing  up  infantrj^,  cavalry  and  ai'tillery 
i-eserves.  At  the  same  time  however,  the  Russians  were  given 
another  special  surprise,  for  which  apparently  they  were  not  in 
the  least  prepared :  The  expedition  to  Libau.  While  our  main 
columns  speedily  advanced  along  the  Upper  Dubissa,  a  side  column 
proceeded  at  a  lesser  pace  towards  the  north.  One  of  its  sections 
ujarched  via  Schkudy,  another  along  the  strand  from  the  south 
towards  Libau,  without  seeing  very  much  of  an  enemy.  The  navy 
had  frightened  them  on  29  th  April  by  shelling  Libau.  On  6th  May, 
they  blew  up  their  own  eastern  Forts  and  our  warships  soon  silen- 
ced the  strand  batteries.  The  troops,  that  could  scarcely  credit 
this  important  harbour  having  such  weak  defence,  and  were  always 
on  the  alert  for  a  ruse,  captured  tlie  south  Forts  after  short  figh- 
ting and  attacked  from  the  land-side. 

But  the  Russians  were  really  not  in  the  least  prepared  for  this 
blow.  All  they  could  do  was  to  unload  strong  forces  in  Mitau  and 
send  them  in  a  south-western  direction  without  being  able  to  pene- 
trate our  lines.     On  8th  May,  at  6  a.  m.,  German  troops  marched 
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into  Libau,  making  1,500  prisoners  and  capturing  12  guns  and  a 
number  of  machine-guns.  Their  bold  courage  had  been  well 
rewarded.  Some  sections  were  speedily  advanced  to  about  50  kilo- 
meters beyond  Prekuln.  Hasenpot  and  al(jng  the  strand  for  tlie 
safety  of  the  place.  Up  to  this,  they  have  repulsed  all  the  attacks, 
which  the  enemy,  who  is  concentrating  here,  has  attempted,  and 
they  will  continue  to  do  so. 

The  importance  of  this  invasion  of  Kurland,  as  well  as  the 
development  of  the  other  battles  in  progress  at  the  Dubissa  section 
will  be  described  in  due  time. 


III. 

The  primary  object  of  the  Kurland  invasion  was  to  occupy 
the  Dubissa  line  and  capture  Libau.  This  has  been  achieved  and 
will  certainly  be  maintained,  as  our  jjositions  there  have  been  very 
strongly  consolidated,  although  we  must  keep  silence  as  to  all  further 
intentions.  Results  achieved  however  have  every  reason  to  earn 
our  gratitude.  The  German  troops  have  not  only  done  wonders 
in  marching  and  fighting,  opposed  as  they  were  to  an  enemy  that 
was  at  some  points  nimierically  superior,  they  have  also  succeeded 
in  occupying  a  beautiful  and  valuable  part  of  Russian  tcrritoiy. 

The  landscape  of  southern  Kurland  is  particularly  charming. 
Just  as  the  enormous  chains  of  hills,  the  dense  woods,  the  thick 
brush-wood,  numerous  lakes,  bogs  and  brooks  prove  hinderances 
to  the  warrior,  in  the  same  manner  thej^  delight  the  ej^e  of  the 
peaceful  inhabitants,  and  yet  do  not  in  any  way  take  from  the 
character  of  the  country,  or  the  magic  of  its  vastness.  If  one  but 
climbs  a  moderately  sized  hill,  a  magnificent  view  of  the  whole 
country  for  miles  around  is  to  be  had.  It  can  be  well  understood 
that  here,  Germans  settled  in  numbers  formerly.  Our  troops  however 
do  not  remark  an\i;hing  of  this.  The  few  Germans  made  off  for 
the  most  part  as  the  horrors  of  war  approached  and  the  population 
of  the  country  cannot  be  described  as  pro-German.  Our  soldiers 
have  complained  especially  of  the  enmity  shown  and  espionage 
practiced  by  the  Livonians,  that  were  incited  and  revolutionized  i)v 
the  Russians.  Further  south  among  the  Lithuanians  it  can  hardlv 
be  described  as  being  better.  Life  in  these  parts  containing  as 
they  do,  hardly  a  decent  house,  with  the  exception  of  the  few  large 
estates,  and  even  in  the  larger  villages  hardly  a  decent  Inn.  is  far 
from  agreeable.  The  Russian  Government  seems  to  have  treated 
this  originally  rich  neighbourhood  with  intentional  neglect,  and  it 
is  but  scantily  provided  with  railways  or  roads.  The  disti-ust  ol" 
the  German  Baltic  landed  proprietors  and  fear  of  a  German  invasion 
may  have  co-operated  here,  still  the  country  was  not  so  poor,  but 
that  important  stores  of  victuals  and  fodder,  cattle,  leather,  spirits 
of  wine  etc.  turned  in  useful  for  us.  From  an  economic  point  of 
view,    the   capture    of  the   large    trading   harbour   of  Libau  was    of 
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special  value.  In  the  warehouses  there,  we  discovered  considei'able 
quantities  of  exports,  which  were  very  useful  for  us,  and  in  spite 
of  the  attempts  of  the  Russian  light  fleet  to  destroy  them,  were 
speedily  forwarded  to  Germany.  There  were  tools  and  implements 
enough  for  a  whole  army.  The  factory  in  which  they  were  produced, 
is  being  carried  on  by  the  German  Government,  and  at  present  in 
Libau,  chains,  horse-shoes,  and  barbed-wire  are  being  produced 
for  the  German  army.  Leather  and  tanning  workshops  are  in  full 
swing,  as  well  a  large  creamery  for  the  provision  of  the  poor 
population  with  milk.  Thus  we  see,  what  excellent  organization 
the  Germans  brought  with  them  here,  which  even  extended  to 
financial  branches  which  owing  to  the  want  of  forethought  displayed 
by  the  Russian  Govei*nment  was  on  the  point  of  collapse.  The 
town  of  Libau  issued  Notes,  which  are  to  serve  as  current  money, 
the  Libauer  Bank  lends  10  7o  ^^^  the  requisition  notes.  No  war 
contribution  has  been  levied  on  the  town,  which  has  but  to  pay 
ration  allowances  to  the  troops  billeted  tliere.  Latter  are  being 
well  rewarded  for  their  trouble,  as  they  have  by  far  the  most 
agreeable  portion  allotted  to  troops  in  the  east.  Libau  is  a  respec- 
tably sized  town  and  splendid  bathing  place  with  elegant  streets 
of  villas,  parks,  and  a  magnificent  strand;  the  Russians,  even  the 
officials  have  almost  all  taken  to  flight. 

But  the  invasion  of  Kurland  was  not  only  of  economic  advantage 
for  us,  providing  us  as  it  did  with  the  valuable  portion  of  Russian 
territory,  but  it  also  has  the  military  advantage  of  causing  the 
enemy  to  bring  up  strong  forces  liere,  thereby  weakening  their 
fronts  at  other  j^oints. 

The  encounters  between  the  Germ  an  and  Russian  forces  on 
the  Dubissa  line  have  taken  place  accompanied  by  very  bitter  and 
bloody  battles,  our  troops  gradually  passing  from  the  defensive  to 
the  offensive. 

We  must  recall  here  a  battle,  wliich  took  place  in  tlie  beginning 
and  is  typical  for  the  fighting  that  went  on  at  the  time  on  the 
Dubissa.  siiowing  the  incomi)arable  co-operation  of  the  three  principal 
arms.  Tlie  Russians,  who  placed  great  importance  on  tlie  occupation 
of  the  Dubissa  position  and  especially  on  the  Rossienie  road,  brought 
up  some  fresh  elite  troops  on  22nd  May,  consisting  of  4  infanti-y 
regiments  and  artillery,  comprising  the  first  Caucasian  rifle  brigade. 
These  advanced  on  Rossienie,  supported  by  the  15th  cavalry  divisicm, 
but  were  held  up  for  a  whole  day  by  our  cavaliy  advanced  ])osts 
on  the  far  side  of  the  Duljissa,  which  afforded  us  sufficient  time  to 
bring  \\\)  our  reinforcements  and  inaugurate  a  counter-stroke.  On 
2-5rd  May,  we  allowed  the  enemy  to  ci'oss  the  river  and  approach 
Rossienie  from  the  north.  On  the  same  night,  the  greater  part  of 
oiu-  troops  were  deployed  around  the  enemy's  west  wing  and  lay 
in  readiness  fm-  the  attack,  which  was  carried  out  with  the  dawn. 
Our    artillery    poui-ed    a    violent   fire    from    our   positions   north    of 
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Rossienie  on  the  Russian  entrenchments,  and  at  the  same  time  our 
infantry  rushed  the  tlank  of  the  Russian  position,  which  it  succeeded 
in  capturing.  The  Russians  tied  back  to  the  Dubissa  without  offering 
any  serious  resistance,  so  as  to  escajje  the  effect  of  our  artillery 
fire.  It  was  only  in  the  wood  on  the  western  bank  of  the  river 
that  they  again  took  a  firm  footing.  But  it  was  now  that  the  pressure 
of  our  troops,  advancing  from  the  south  was  noticeable,  while  at 
the  same  time  parts  of  oiu"  cavalry  attacked  from  the  north. 

Owing  to  these  circvunstances,  the  Russians  were  unable  to 
continue  the  fighting,  and  were  not  even  able  to  maintain  the  strong 
position  that  had  been  built  out  as  a  bridge-head  on  the  western 
bank  of  the  river.  Our  gallant  troops  boldly  rushed  the  wire 
obstacles  and  now  the  Russian  masses  began  to  flood  across  the 
Dubissa  valley  under  a  most  effective  fire  from  our  infantry,  artillerj^, 
and  machine  guns,  which  caused  them  enormous  casualities.  Large 
numbers  of  wounded  collapsed  in  the  river  and  were  drowned. 

But  even  on  the  hills  situated  beyond  the  river,  the  Russians 
did  not  find  the  desired  cover.  Here  they  were  obliged  to  continue 
their  retreat  exposed  to  the  Hank  fire  of  our  cavalry,  which  in  the 
meantime  had  succeeded  in  crossing  the  river  and  was  now  advancing 
on  the  road  open  to  retreat.  The  casualities  here  were  again  very 
hesivj. 

It  is  clear  that  owing  to  these  circimistances  but  remnants  of 
the  Caucasian  rifles  were  able  to  escape.  We  took  2,500  prisoners 
and  15  machine-guns.  If  the  casualities  be  considered,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  Caucasians  have  lost  more  than  half  their  units.  The  bri- 
gade was  unfit  for  fighting  for  a  long  time,  and  even  later  on, 
when  new  reserves  had  been  thrown  into  the  gaps,  it  did  not  show 
any  great  fighting  strength.  Our  troops  on  the  other  hand  that  had 
suffered  but  slight  losses,  took  up  their  positions  singing.  Their 
gay  confidence  was  really  touching. 

Similar  successful  advances  against  the  enemy,  whicn  continues 
to  concentrate,  have  been  carried  out  niore  than  once  by  our  troops 
on  the  Wenta.  On  5th  June,  an  offensive  inaugurated  by  the 
"  Armee-Oberkommando  "  was  instituted  along  the  whole  line,  which 
advanced  our  lines  considerably.  We  succeeded  in  crossing  the 
Dubissa  and  after  stubborn  and  bloody  battles  forced  a  passage 
across  the  Windawski  Canal,  occupied  the  hotly  contested  "Hill  145" 
near  Bubie,  which  had  already  cost  so  much  blood,  advancing  so 
far  in  the  direction  of  Szawle  that  our  heavy  guns  could  take  the 
toAvn  within  range,  and  captured  Kiize  situated  12  kilometres  to 
the  north-west  of  Szawle.  These  operations  were  temporarily  ended 
on   14th  June  and  we  must  await  the  development  of  further  events. 

The  Russians  have  suffei-ed  enormous  losses  including  killed, 
wounded  and  prisoners  during  the  course  of  these  battles.  On  the 
other  hand  they  have  been  very  careful  of  their  hea^y  artillery  and 
very  short  of  officers.    It  is  tv'pical  that  although    14,000  prisoners 
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were  taken,  they  included  but  lew  officers  and  no  guns.  This 
appears  to  be  a  sign  of  the  deciiy  of  the  power  of  tlie  Russian 
ai'inv  here,   which  must  l)e  remarked  and  turned  to  advantage. 

IV. 

In  order  to  appreciate  the  hercjism  displayed  during  the  course 
of  the  fighting  for  the  defence  and  redemption  of  the  (Jernian  north- 
east, we  must  examine  the  point  at  which  the  southern  ^Nlasuiian 
Lakes  touch  the  West-Prussian  frontier.  The  attention  of  the  whole 
world  was  directed  here  at  the  time  that  General  von  Hindenbui-g 
gained  his  first  gi-eat  victory  over  the  Russians  at  Tannenberg.  .Since 
then  no  important  battles,  the  names  of  which  ring  throughout  the 
world,  have  been  fought  here,  still,  numerous  important  fights  have 
taken  place  demanding  fi-om  oiu-  troops  the  utmost  resistance  and 
exertions  which  deserve  therefore  to  be  considered,  although  we  cannot 
go  into  detailed  description.  The  importance  to  be  attached  to  a 
German  invasion  of  Osterode-Deutsch-Eylau  can  be  seen  b)-  glanc- 
ing at  the  map:  It  means  no  less  than  that  pai-t  of  Gernuui  ten-i- 
tory  to  tlie  right  of  the  Vistida  being  separated  from  the  Empire. 
That  was  of  course  obvious  not  only  tho  the  East-Prussians,  who — as 
long  as  tlie  danger  threatened — were  obliged  to  view  the  situation 
towards  the  south  and  east  with  the  same  anxiety,  but  also  to  the 
Russians.  They  had  railway  connections,  \\hicli  \\'ould  prove  most 
favourable  for  operations  at  the  Lower  Vistula.  The  three  raihvay 
lines  which  terminate  near  Ostrolenka.  would  facilitate  large  masses 
of  troops  being  unloaded  here  and  the  Warsaw-Mlawa-.Soldau 
line  leads  straight  into  the  marching  territory.  AVe  thus  see,  why 
the  occupation  of  ^Nllawa  was  of  such  importance,  and  we  can  quite 
credit  the  fact,  reporting  that  the  Russian  conunauder-in-general  is 
said  to  have  given  orders  in  February  to  the  effect  that  ]Mlawa 
was  to  be  taken  at  all  costs. 

When  the  Narew  army  that  had  undertaken  the  first  important 
attempts  at  this  point,  had  met  with  its  fearful  end  among  the 
southern  Masurian  Lakes,  the  Russians  desisted  for  some  time  ad- 
vancing here  with  strong  forces.  .Still,  the  task  allotted  to  the  com- 
paratively weak  troops  commanded  by  General  von  Zastrow,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  guard  the  frontier  on  a  broad  iVont  and  to  attract 
the  enemy's  attention  during  the  course  of  preparations  for  the  second 
German  invasion  of  Poland,  was  by  no  means  easy.  They  advanced 
for  on  enemy  territory,  but  ^\■ere  obliged  to  retreat  to  the  frontier, 
owing  to  the  superior  enemy  forces,  advancing  again  shortly  before 
Christmas  with  the  object  of  finally  occupying  Mlawa.  The  front 
deployed  from  west  to  east,  the  right  wing  being  in  the  backgi-ound. 
It  was  then  in  January  that  the  Russians  formed  a  "gigantic  new- 
plan":  They  attempted  with  enormous  cavalry  forces,  supported  by 
other  units  to  break  tlu-ough  to  Westpreussen  between  Mlawa  and 
the  Vistula,  and  concurrently  with  this,  invest  the  German  troops 
situated   in   the  north  of  East-Prussia,   operating  from  Kowno.    The 
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new  plan  was  in  principal  but  a  repetition  oi"  that  which  had  been 
thwarted  in  autumn.  But  this  time  it  was  thwarted  in  its  infancy, 
owing  to  a  Gei-man  attack  carried  out  more  speedily.  All  available 
German  forces  were  concentrated  for  the  great  investing  counter- 
stroke,  which  finally  led  to  the  destruction  of  the  X.  Russian  aimy 
in  the  winter  battle  of  the  Masurian  Lakes  to  the  east  of  the  Jo- 
hannesbui'g-Gumbinnen  line. 

At  the  same  time,  the  German  troops  situated  at  the  southern 
borders  of  East-  and  West-Prussia  were  reinforced.    The  leadership 
of  same  was  entrusted  to  the  artillery    general  von  Gallwitz.     The 
task   allotted   to   him   was   to   cover    the   right   flank   of  the   armies 
attacking  at  the  Masurian  Lakes,  and  to  defend  the  frontiers  against 
Russian  attacks.    For  this  he  undertook  an  offensive,  at  first  pushing 
forward  the  right  wing  at  all  possible  speed  until  he  reached  Plozk, 
which   had   in   the   meantime   been   built   out   to    a   strong   German 
fortress.    Guard-regiments  and  one  Cavalry  Division  reaped  rich,  l^it 
bloody  laurals  during  the  course    of  this   march   in   the   neighbour- 
hood of  Sierpe    and  Rezionsh.     They  were    pushing   a   numerically 
superior  enemy  before  them  and  finally  offered  resistance  to  forces 
that  were  threefold  superior  in  numbers.     The  Guards   had  a  spe- 
cially lucky  day,  on  which  new  honours  were  achieved  at  Drobiu, 
where  they  successfully  turned  a  Russian  attack  that  had  been  suc- 
cessful, into  a  heavy  defeat,  thereby  making  2,500  prisoners.    This 
was    in   the   middle    of  February.     But   General   von    Gallwitz   had 
greater  plans  in  view.    He  wanted,  by  means  of  an  investing  attack 
carried  out  by  both  wings,    to  clear  the  whole  territory  before  his 
front    between    the  Vistula    and    Orzyc.      The    right    wing    was   to 
wheel    further  east,    and   the   units   that  had  arrived  in  Willenberg, 
got  orders   to  surround    the   enemy's   right    Hank,   proceeding   from 
Orzyc.   They  came,  passing  Przasnysz  to  the  east  and  then  wheeled 
round    south   of  the   town,   which  was   said   to   be   but  weakly   de- 
fended.  But  it  was  soon  discovered  that  owing  to  the  surprisingly 
speedy  German  advance,  a  Russian  division  had  hastened  to  Przas- 
nysz.    An  attack  was  decided  on.      In  the  meantime   however,    the 
Russians  had  collected   large  masses    of  troops  on  the  Narew   and 
were  advancing  towards  Przasnysz.     Two  Russian   corps   advanced 
on  the  German   left   wing,   but   latter    did  not  wish  to  give  up  the 
booty  which  was  offered.    Some  other  available  forces  took  up  their 
position  in   a  semicircle    against   the  far  superior  enemy,    and  thus 
it  was,  that  a  reserve  division  attacked  Przasnysz  on  24  th  February. 
More  than  10,000  prisoners  (including  57  officers),  36  guns,   14  ma- 
chine guns,  and  a  quantity  of  other  war  materials    fell  into  the  vic- 
tors  hands.      Great    speed    had   to   be   developed   in   removing   the 
booty  as   Russian   superior    forces   against   which  resistance   would 
have  been  vain  at   this   advanced  point,   were   reported   to   be   dis- 
agreeably near.  Our  troops  advanced  towards  the  north,  surmounting 
considerable  difficulties   and    took  up  a  position  on  the  line  of  de- 
fence near  Orzj'^c  after  having  caused  the  Russians  enormous  losses. 
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Tlie  bold  attack  on  Przasnysz  had  far-reaching  effects,  it  deceived 
the  enemy,  who  supposed  that  Fieldmarshal  von  Hindenburg  himself 
was  commanding  strong  forces  here,  and  the  troops  commanded  by 
General  von  Gallwitz  were  now  in  for  a  hard  time.  The  Russians 
continued  to  tlu-ow  in  fresh  forces  here,  so  as  to  wipe  out  the  stain 
of  the  Masurian  winter  battle,  and  break  through  the  German  line 
in  the  direction  of  Soldau-Neidenburg.  Owing  to  tliese  circum- 
stances, the  German  leader  could  not  think  of  continuing  his  offen- 
sive, but  had  to  prepare  an  obstinate  defence,  of  the  success  of 
wliich  the  participating  troo})S  can  be  as  proud  as  of  any  of  the 
feats  achieved  by  the  German  army.  Our  position  at  Mlawa  for- 
med a  corner,  running  towards  south-west  in  the  direction  of  Plozk 
on  the  one  side,  and  on  the  other  towards  east  north-east  across 
the  hills  to  the  north  of  Przasnysz.  The  Russians  pushed  their 
troops  towards  this  corner  from  the  end  of  February  until  the  be- 
ginning of  March  —  then  breaking  forward  in  great  strength.  Mlawa 
was  their  goal.  Column  for  column  in  close  masses  advanced  to 
attack  the  positions  to  the  east  and  south  of  Mlawa.  But  the  human 
waves  were  spent  against  the  rocks  of  German  bravery.  Our  troops 
held  out.  To-day  at  Demsk  to  the  east  of  Mlawa,  a  long  road  of 
shallow  Russian  common  graves  surrounded  with  white  stones,  can 
be  found  in  front  of  the  German  wire  obstacles  —  sad  testimonies 
of  the  failure,  which  48  Russian  companies  met  with  in  the  course 
of  an  assault  against  10  German  companies.  The  frost  had  rendered 
the  boggy  territory  where  the  Orzyc  rises,  passable  and  thus  enabled 
the  enemy  to  appi-oach  our  positions. 

When  about  a  thousand  shells  had  been  fired  from  heavy  guns 
in  and  beyond  Demsk,  the  incessant  infantry  attacks  began.  On 
the  night  of  7tli  March,  they  advanced  as  far  as  the  barbed  wire, 
but  our  search -lights  and  fire  pistols  spread  sufficient  light  to  show 
the  desti'uctive  infantrv  and  machine-gun  fire  the  way.  Any  of  the 
enemy  who  were  not  killed,  lied  to  tlie  nearest  cover  they  could 
find,  where  the  search-lights  kept  them  in  despair  until  day  dawned. 
They  then  surrendered  to  the  advanced  German  patrols,  large 
quantities  of  ammunition  and  800  rifles  being  taken.  300  dead 
Russians  lav  before  our  front  at  this  point.  But  a  few  kilometers 
to  the  north  near  Kapusnik,  where  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in 
penetrating  our  trenches  and  had  to  be  driven  out  by  means  of  a 
desperate  bayonet  attack,  906  Russians  and  164  Germans  lie  buried. 

The  enemy  had  lost  several  thousand  men  during  the  course 
of  the  fruitless  attacks  on  Mlawa,  so  many  in  fact  that  the  fighting 
strength  appeared  shaken,  thus  enabling  General  von  Gallwitz  to 
undertake  an  advance  with  forces  that  were  partly  fresh.  This  began 
on  Sth  March,  but  came  to  a  standstill  on  the  12th,  to  the  north 
of  Przasnysz.  as  here  again  the  Russians  have  received  considerable 
reinforcements.  Soon  they  were  in  great  superioi-ity,  their  strength 
being  estimated  at  about  10  army  corps  and  7  cavalry  divisions. 
Again  we  had  to  prepare  for  the  defence  and  our  troops,  some  of 


38 

■\vhicli  had  been  incessantly  fighting  i'or  the  past  fonr  weeks,  were 
snbjected  to  a  new  attack.  This  was  not  directed  against  !Mlawa  this 
time,  but  to  the  north-east  of  Przasnysz  along  tlie  Oi'zyc  and  Oniulcw. 
It  was  carried  out  in  numerous  and  \  iolent  attacks,  which  is  a  Russian 
speciality.  Between  13th  and  23rd  [March,  it  was  estimated  tiiat 
46  important  storm  attacks  had  been  can-ied  out,  25  during  the  day, 
and  21  at  night.  Thev  nearly  all  collapsed  undei'  our  fire,  but  few 
advancing  as  far  as  the  German  trenches,  the  fighting  at  Jednorosez 
l)eii\g  especially  violent.  The  Russians  again  sustained  considerable 
losses  without  coming  any  nearer  their  object:  The  southern  frontier 
of  Old-Prussia  was  well  defended,  and  it  was  impossiljle  to  bi-cak 
through  the  flank  of  our  eastei-n  position. 

The  Russian  attacks  began  to  abate  about  the  last  week  of 
[March  and  since  Easter  comparative  (juiet  has  prevailed  at  this 
point  of  the  theatre  of  war,  which  is  to  he  attributed  to  the  heroic 
resistance  oflered  by  the  troops  under  General  von  Gallwitz.  iSix 
long  weeks  they  defended  their  country  and  proved  their  worth  in 
spite  of  cold  and  wet,  snow  and  storm.  There  were  no  battles 
liei'e,  the  names  of  which  resounded  tlu-oughout  the  woi'ld  —  but 
there  were  many,  many  hard  fights,  the  success  of  wliich  exceeds 
many  a  celebrated  battle.  During  the  course  of  this  six-weeks 
fighting  for  the  entrance  to  Old-Prussia,  the  troojjs  commanded  by 
General  von  Gallwitz  have  taken  about  43, '^00  Russian  prisonei'S, 
and  killed  25.000.  Whoevei*  sees  oui-  gallant  troops  now,  merry 
in  their  forest  huts  and  spacious  trenches,  is  inclined  to  forget  the 
trying  time  thi-ough  Avhich  they  have  passed.  But  the  numerous 
soldiers'  graves  strewn  over  the  entire  country,  and  the  ruins  of" 
towns  and  \'illages  recall  the  sad  facts.  This  part  of  the  theatre 
of  war  has  also  witnessed  much  sadness  and  much  heroism. 

W.  T.  B. 

The  Fighting  in  Galicia. 

Berlin,  3rd  -Tidy  1915.  Main  Headquai  tei's  sent  us  the  follow- 
ing telegram  with  an  account  of  the  fuither  development  of  the 
fighting  in   Galicia  : 

By  the  evening  of  27th  ]May,  the  Mackensen  army  had  erected 
a  large  Ijridge-head  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  San,  which  extended 
about  70  kilometres  from  Nackhi  by  way  of  Kalnikow-Zapatow- 
Radawa  as  far  as  the  munth  of  the  Lubaczowka.  While  the  right 
wing  that  h;id  reniained  on  the  other  bank  of  tlie  river,  fought  its 
way  towards  the  north  front  of  the  forti'ess  of  Pi'zemysl,  the 
Russians  endeavoured  to  break  through  the  bridge-head  position. 
Between  27th  May  and  3rd  June,  the  enemy  brought  up  all  j)ossil)le 
reserves  for  night  attacks  against  the  German  troops.  Although 
during  the  course  of  8  days,  they  cariied  out  incessant  night 
attacks  with  about   15  Divisions,  which    however   had   been  greatly 
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weakened,  against  the  (iei'inan  trou|)s  consisting  of  three  Divisions, 
still  they  were  unsuccessful  in  acliieving  any  success  against  the 
German  lines.  Tlie  Russian  troops  sufl'ered  enorincjus  casualities 
and  ;ifter  the  failure  of  the  first  attacks,  seemed  reluctant  to  press 
forward.  The  Russian  officers  therefore  remained  behind  the  front, 
endeavouring  by  threats  and  force  to  uige  their  men  to  advance  to 
an  attack.  Owing  to  the  quality  of  the  (iei'nian  ai'tillory,  they  did 
not  dare  undertake  any  day-attacks.  All  their  hojjes  of  success 
were  jilaced  on  night  attacks,  as  in  this  way  alone  the  numerical 
su])eri(.)rity  proxes  advantageous.  The  imdisciplincd  reserves  that 
had  onl)'  had  a  few  weeks  training,  ])roved  very  disappointing  during 
the  course  of  this  night  lighting  in  the  wooded  tciritory.  The 
number  of  desertei's  increased  i'roni  night  to  night,  and  the  Russians 
were  lacking  in  officers  suitable  to  command  the  lioops  in  these 
night  attacks.  On  this  account,  the  geneial  attack,  which  had 
been  ])hinned  for  the  evening  of  ■2nd  June,  h;;d  to  be  abandoned, 
engendering  the  failure  of  the  whole  enterprise.  Whole  Divisions 
had  to  be  withdrawn,  as  their  reliability  had  been  greatly  shaken 
and  the  casualities  were  so  heavy  that  the  fighting  strength  of  single 
divisions  did  not  amount  to  much  more  than  3.000  bayonets  instead 
of  the  normal  war  strength,  which  amounted  to  16,000  men.  On 
12th  June,  the  moment  had  arrived  at  which  the  German  offensive 
could  be  continued,  the  fortress  of  Przemysl  having  been  captured 
in  the  meantime. 

The  enemy  had  built  themselves  in,  in  strongly  fortified  posi- 
tions, which  had  to  be  peneti-ated  before  the  allied  offensive  could 
be  carried  forward  in  the  direction  of  Lemberg,  On  12th  June, 
the  troops  commanded  by  General  von  Mackensen  (the  left  wing 
of  the  German  army)  and  the  adjoining  right  wing  of  the  Arch- 
Duke  Joseph  Ferdinand's  army,  proceeded  to  attack  by  way  of 
Lubaczowka  and  the  San  in  the  direction  of  Sieniawa  and  the 
hills  situated  to  the  east.  The  enemy  as  usual  had  thrown  up 
several  rows  of  entrenchments  on  the  far  side  of  the  Lubaczowka. 
At  8  a.  m..  the  German  infantry  secured  a  crossing  of  the  Luba- 
czowka, throwing  the  enemy  out  of  their  first  and  second  posi- 
tions and  proceeding  towards  the  Kolowka  wood,  while  to  the  left 
German  and  Austrian  troops  succeeded  in  capturing  the  heights 
of  Sieniawa.  The  Russians  emerged  in  great  numbers  from  the 
Kolowka  wood  for  a  night  counter  stroke.  Although  this  was 
supported  by  a  violent  artillery  fire  and  mine  throwers,  and  the 
attack  })roceeded  simultaneously  from  three  directions,  still  all 
their  assaults  were  driven  off  and  they  were  forced  back  to  the 
wood  where  the  Germans  ]nirsued  them.  Violent  fighting  took 
place  in  the  extensive  forest  during  the  next  few  days.  The  ad- 
vancing companies  met  small  batches  of  Russians  everywhei'e, 
who  had  cleverly  taken  covei-  in  the  wood.  The  Russian  rifles 
were  uj)  the  trees  and  behind  branches  even  machine-guns  had 
been   placed  in  position  at  different  points  of  the  forest.  About  the 
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centre  of  the  wood,  the  enemy  had  erected  earthworks,  surround- 
ed by  wire  obstacles  and  connected  with  each  other  by  means  of 
entrenchments.  The  attack  on  these  positions  was  accompanied  by 
special  difficulties.  In  close  cooperation  with  the  Austro-Hiingarian 
trooj)s,  who  had  also  succeeded  in  penetrating  the  wood,  we  ma- 
naged to  carry  the  attack  successfully  forward.  When  the  enemy 
wood  position  had  been  shaken  at  one  point  bv  mortai-s  and  mines, 
and  appeared  ready  for  attack,  it  was  penetrated,  the  Russians  being 
])ushed  back  towards  the  north  and  east,  and  finally  forced  to  retreat 
from  the  wood.  This  took  place  on  16th  June,  but  in  the  meantime, 
the  other  portions  of  the  Mackensen  army  had  not  remained  idle. 

The  left  wing  of  the  German  army  having  begun  an  attack  on 
12th  June,  the  right  wing  and  centre  proceeded  to  attack  on  13th  June. 
Here  strongly  fortified  Russian  positions  were  the  objects  that  had  to 
be  captured  at  each  point.  The  assault  was  carried  out  at  5  a.m.  after 
the  necessary  artillery  preparation.  On  the  right  wing  in  the  villages 
situated  on  theWisznia,  the  Russians  offered  stubborn  resistance,  which 
however  was  overcome  by  the  German  troops.  Austro-Hungarian  troops 
under  the  leadership  of  General  von  Arz,  advanced  through  the  wooded 
territory  on  the  adjoining  right.  Prussian  Guard  Regiments  met  with 
stubborn  opposition  at  the  groups  of  houses  to  the  south  of  Szilo  in  the 
vicinity  of  Mlynv.  When  however  the  enemy  had  been  driven  from 
here  and  in  cooperation  with  adjoining  troojjs,  Tuchla  had  been  captur- 
ed, the  Guards  pressed  forward  in  one  long  procession  as  far  as  the 
heights  situated  to  the  west  of  Wielkie  Oczy.  The  troops  em])loyed  in 
the  fighting  north  of  this  place  were  also  successful  in  penetrating  the 
enemy's  front  lines.  The  result  of  the  day  was  that  the  exceptionally 
strong  enemy  positions  had  been  penetrated  on  a  front  of  50  kilometres 
to  the  extent  of  3 — 5  kilometres  towards  the  east.  But  they  still  found 
themselves  opposite  a  well  built-out  Russian  position,  from  which  the 
enemy  offered  most  stubborn  resistance  the  next  day.  But  this  position 
from  whence  the  Russians  endeavoured  to  stem  our  advance  with  no 
less  tlian  19  Divisions  was  penetrated  on  14th  June,  whereupon  the 
enemy  began  a  retreat  to  the  so-called  Grodek  position  on  the  same 
night. 

It  was  only  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oleszyce  that  the  enemy 
still  stubbornljf  and  obstinately  tried  to  hold  their  own.  This  town 
was  taken  by  assault  by  the  troops  under  the  leadership  of  General 
von  Enimich  on   15th  June. 

In  the  days  from  12th  to  15th  June,  the  German  army  had 
taken  34,000  prisoners  and  70  machine  guns.  Prisoners  recitals 
and  captured  papers  afforded  interesting  glimpses  of  the  condition 
of  the  Russian  army.  There  was  a  great  lack  of  artillery  and  in- 
fantry ammunition  and  the  scarcity  of  rilles  had  again  become  most 
a])parent.  Owing  to  the  want  of  ammunition  and  arms,  the 
demoralizing  eft'ect  of  the  heavy  German  artillery  is  especially  ac- 
centuated. 
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X,ES  GAZ  AXPHYXIANTS. 


lA  CONVENTION  DE  LA  HAVE  VIOLEE 

PAB 

LES    ALLEMANDS. 


le  29  Juillel,  189?, 


^ 


Lord  Kitchener,  Ministre  de  la  Guerre  en  Angleterre, 
a  tout  derniirement  declare  que  I'usage  fait  par  \ez 
Allemands  de  gaz  empossonnes  comme  moyens  de 
guerre  6tait.  oontraire  a  I'engagement  solennel  sigae 
par  lee  rcpr^aentants  du  Gouvemement  AJIemand  a  la. 
Convention  de  la  Haye. 

Dans  son  discours  du  2fl  Avril  i  la  Chambre  ieS 
I,ords,  Lord  Kitchener  s'exprime  en  ces  termes  r 

"  Lea  Allemands  ont  introdoit  ane  m^thode  de 
inise  hors  de  combat  de  leurs  adversaires  par  le 
nioyen  de  gaz  axphyxiants  et  delete  res  et  ils  (onb 
usage  de  ces  moyens  d'empoisonnement  lorsque  leur 
altaque  ne  peut,  d'apres  les  regies  de  la  guerre,  avoir 
d'autres  chances  de  sneers.  A  ce  sujet,  je  dois 
rappeler  a  vos  Seigneuries  que  I'Ailemagne  esfc 
vine  des  puissances  signataires  de  I'Article  suivant  de 
la  Convention  de  la  Haye  :  — 

Les  Puissancee  contractanteaconviennent  de 
s^abslenir  de  Tueage  de  projectiles  ayant  pour  objeft 
la  diffusiou  de  gaz  ajtphyxiants  ou  d^l^tires. 
Cet  article  fut  6ign4  des  ReDr^senlantsdes  Puissances 
SUivantes: — 

Grande-Bretasne 

Beigique  

Danemark  

Espagne...         

Etats-Unis  du  Mexlque 
I^Vance  ..•  ...  <.. 
Grece      ...        ••• 

Mont^n^gro       

HoUande  

A  €rS6        ■•«  «••  •»• 

Portugal 

Roumanie 
Russie     ...         ... 

Siain       ...         ...  ... 

Suede  et  Norv^ge 

Turquie  ...         

Bulgarie... 
AL.LEMAGNE 

Autrrche-Hongn'e  ... 

italie      ...        ...  ,.. 

Japon      ,.i         •..  •.• 

Suisse     •••        •>.  .*>* 

Serbie     .'.T        <•.  ••• 

Luxembourg     „.  ... 

Qhine      ...       ...  ..• 


lepten 

»bre,  I 

901 

•• 

ft 

•. 

f> 

re  6  Octobre.  1900,  • 
le  29  D6cembre.  1900, 
le  U  Mai,  J901. 
le  12  Juillet.  1901. 
(e  21  Novembre,  1901 
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Rescuing  apparatus  on  a  Germ;m   Hospital-ship. 


"  Hindenburghaus " 


Professor  Dr.  Hoeftmann,  Director  of  the  Institute 

in  Koniffsbera'.    The  wounded  men,  whose  hnil)S  ha\e  lieen 
amputated,  are  suppHed  with  artificial  ones. 


A\'orknieii  with  two  iirtificial  arms  and  two  artificial   legs  can 
recommence  their  former  occnpation. 


A  carpenter  with  nii  artificial  arm. 
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One  Russian  officer  writes: 

"The  Germans  opposite  us  are  about  8  to  1  and  tiiej'  have 
quantities  of  ammunition.  1  have  not  been  thi-ough  such  an  ex- 
perience of  hell  fire  during  the  course  of  the  whole  nine  months. 
How  is  Wolidiai*  1  liope  he  is  not  going  through  the  same.  Far 
better  be  dead,  than  have  to  go  through  this  torture.'" 

Owing  to  the  enormous  losses,  the  Russian  troops  become  more 
and  more  disinclined  to  participate  in  tlie  fighting  and  the  lack  of 
officers  also  becomes  jnore  and  more  noticeable.  In  many  cases  ensigns 
are  in  command  of  battalions  and  the  troops'  discipline  has  notably 
deci'eased.  ("ossaks  have  been  distributed  along  the  entire  front, 
so  as  to  maintain  order  and  have  received  instructions  to  prevent 
desertion  and  to  shoot  at  retreaters.  Conditions  existing  between 
the  officei'S  and  men  have  disimproved  and  it  has  been  observed 
moi'e  than  once  that  officers  have  been  shot  by  their  own  men. 
Endea\ours  are  being  made  to  raise  the  spirit  of  the  troops  by 
means  of  religious  influence  and  phantaKtic  reports.  For  instance 
the  rumour  was  spread  that  Frzemysl  had  been  recaptured,  45,000 
Germans  having  capitulated  thei'c,  and  that  the  Italians  had  made 
considerable  progress.     Five  Japanese  auxiliary  corps  are  en  route. 

So  as  to  ])revent  the  troops  deserting  oi-  being  taken  pi-isonei's, 
the  alleged  atrocities  conunitted  by  German  soldiers  ai'e  made  known. 
One  of  these  orders  contains  the  following: 

"The  infantry-man  ....  of  the  Isborkish  regiment  was  taken 
prisoner  along  with  other  soldiers.  He  stated  that  they  were  brought 
before  a  German  officer,  who  shot  down  five  of  them  witli  his 
revolver.  The  infantry-man  fled  to  a  thicket  and  owing  to  the 
darkness  escaped  He  added,  that  the  Germans  throw  the  Russian 
wounded  into  the  San.  Signed:  Stogow,  ordonnance  officer  of  the 
General  Staff  21st  Army  Corps." 

The  Commander  of  the  Staff  added: 

'•The  Corps  Commander  had  the  above  statement  made  known 
among  the  troops. "'  ^^^  f.  B. 


The  Sea  Battle  off  Gothland. 

Berlin,  7th  July  1915.  Contrary  to  the  Russian  reports  of  the 
naval  battle  off  the  Fsfcind  of  Gothland  in  tiie  Baltic  on  2nd  July, 
we  have  received  the  following  descripti(  n  from  a  reliable  source: 

Our  light  Baltic  naval  forces,  which  arcording  to  orders  had 
occupied  an  advanced  po>t  during  the  night,  were  returning  on  the 
mornino-  of  Julv  -ud,  with  a  soiiti  ern  course.  The  weather  was 
somewhat  hazy  towards  the  east  even  foggy.  About  6  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  July  2nd,  the  "  Angsljurg"  and  "  Albatros"  received 
fiie  from  a  bank  of  clouds  that  was  near  and  ascertained  tiie 
indistinct  lines  of  four  enemy  shi])S  at  a  distance  of  about 
7,000 — S,''00  metres,    which    wo-e    later    on    recognized    as    l)eing 
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"Admiral  Makaiort'."'  -'Bajan,"  -Bogatyr"  and  "Oleg."  The"Alb;i- 
tros, "  wich  was  of  no  lighting  strength  as  op])Osed  to  these  Ln'ge 
cruisers  and  of  con.-iderably  lesser  speed,  got  orders  to  withdraw 
to  the  Swedisli  Island  of  Gothland,  while  •' Augsburg"  signalled  to 
the  I  wo  other  cruisers  situated  towards  the  cast  "Roon"  and 
.,  Liibeck,"  and  in  the  meantime  relying  on  her  speed  endeavout  ed 
to  draw  tlie  enemy's  attention  off  the  "Albatros"  and  the  enemy 
shijjs  witiiin  range  of  the  advancing  reinforcements.  The  cneniy 
cruisers  however  did  not  desist  from  "Albatiios""  but  united  their 
efforts  bringing  a  violent  fire  to  bear  upon  it.  It  was  not  possible 
for  -'Albatros"  to  escape  from  the  enemy's  range  owing  to  its 
lesser  speed.  After  two  hours  heavy  fighting  wliich  the  Russians 
did  not  cease  havina;  arrived  within  Swedish  territorial  waters  and 
which  the  official  German  leports  state  in  conformity  with  the 
Swedish  newspai)er  reports,  the  connnander  of  the  "Alhatros''  was 
ol)lia;ed  owinir  to  se\eral  hits  to  rim  auround  in  a  sinkinii'  <  ondition 
neai-  Oestergarn  in  Gothland.  The  events  which  then  took  ])lace, 
such  as  disembarking  the  severely  wounded,  the  kind  and  caieful 
reception  and  welcome  affoi'ded  them  l)y  the  population,  the  burying 
of  the  killed  by  the  inhabitants,  all  this  has  been  accurately  described 
already  by  eye-witnesses  and  published  in  the  Swedish  and  German 
newspapers.  From  these  facts  can  be  clearly  seen,  what  nobody 
in  Germany  doubted,  that  the  Russian  report  stating  that  the 
"■  Albati'os"  had  lowered  lier  flag  during  the  course  of  the  fighting 
is  ni  t  in  conformity  with  the  truth. 

Diu'ing  these  events,  •■Liilieck"  followed  by  -'Roon"  had 
liaslened  uj)  from  the  east  in  the  direction  of  the  gun-fire,  as  owing 
to  the  hazy  weather  it  was  impossible  to  see  fai-  ahead,  and  ])arti- 
cipated  in  the  figliting.  The  enemy  directed  his  tire  principally 
against  the  nearest  and  weakest  ship  '-Liibeck,'"  but  without  any 
success,  not  were  any  ])etter  results  achieved,  when  towards 
8,30  a.m.  ins  newest  and  strongest  armoured  cruiser  "Rurik""  came 
to  his  assistance  emerging  from  a  bank  of  clouds.  "Roon"  and 
"Augsl)urg"  now  advanced  on  latter  so  as  to  relieve  "Liibeck,"' 
whicii  forced  the  "Rurik"  to  change  his  coui-se.  The  battle,  in 
which  tlie  Russians  according  to  their  own  admissions  have  sustained 
damages,  jjrobably  the  effect  of  the  "Roon's"  heavy  artillery,  ceased 
about  10  o'clock,  the  enemy  disappearing  from  view  owing  to  the 
hazy  weather  towards  the  north  before  any  our  further  reinforce- 
ments could  arrive.  In  spite  of  the  long  and  violent  shelling  carried 
out  by  the  numerically  far  superior  Russian  ships  that  had  also 
far  hea\  ier  guns,  our  cruisers  with  the  exception  of  the  "Albatros" 
did  not  sustain  any  damages. 

The  ])hantastic  reports  of  the  Russian  comnumiquc  referiing 
to  the  naval  battle  of  Gothland,  according  to  wliich  the  German 
cruisers  were  hit  several  times,  the  ai-moured  cruiser  "Roon"" 
severely  damaged  and  the  German  ships  forced  to  withdraw,  will 
be  sufficiently  contradicted  by  abo\  e  description  coming  from  a 
reliable  (rerman  source. 
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English  Attempts  at  Bribery  and  Falsifications. 

The  •'Norddentsc'he  Allgenieiiio  Zcituim;""   writes: 

The  Hi'in  G.  Street  &  Co..  Ltd..  Lcnuhm.  dcscrihiim;  itself  as 
official  agents  to  the  Board  of  Trade  Departments.  Ii;is  been  sending 
a  j)rinted  P'renoh  formula  to  the  newspapers  of  neiiti-d  countries, 
since  last  month  orteiing  them  a  short  article,  concerning  the  s])eecli 
made  bv  the  English  INIinister  of  War.  Lord  Kitchener,  in  the  House 
of  Loi'ds.  referring  to  the  German  employment  of  as[)hixiating  gases. 
Whatever  expenses  the  newspa])ers  may  incur,  will  be  refunded  on 
receipt  of  account — unlimited.     The    article    contains    the  following: 

Asphixiatiiifi  Gases. 

How   tiie  Germans  violate  tlie  Hague   ('oii\  eutiou. 

Lord  Kitchener,  the  English  .Minister  of  War.  declared  quite 
recently  that  the  Germans  in  using  poisonous  gases  as  a  weapon  of 
war,  have  acted  against  tlie  solemn  obligations,  which  w^ere  signed 
bv  the  German  representatives  at  the  Hague  Convention. 

In  the  course  of  his  speech  in  the  House  of  Loi-ds  on  28th  April, 
Lord  Kitchener  said: 

"The  Germans  have  introduced  a  method  of  rendering  their 
o])ponents  incapable  of  fighting  by  means  of  asphixiating  and  poi- 
sonous gases  and  make  use  of  these  poisonous  weapons  when  their 
attack  ap])ears  hopeless  if  carried  out  according  to  legal  rules  of 
warfare.  I  must  therefore  call  Your  Lordshijis  attention  to  the  fact 
that  Germany  is  one  of  the  powers  that  has  signed  the  following- 
article   in  the  Hague   convention: 

•The  Contracting  Powers  agree  to  abstain  iroin  the  use  of 
])rqjectiles  the  object  of  which  is  the  defusion  of  asphixiating  or 
deleterious  gases." 

This  article  was  signed  by  the  representatives  of  the  following- 
powers: 

Great  Britain  on  29  th  .luly  1899,  Belgium.  Denmark.  Sjjain, 
United  States  of  Mexico,  France.  Greece,  Montenegi'O.  Holland, 
I'ersia.  Portugal.  Rumania.  Russia.  Siam.  Sweden  and  Norway, 
Turkey. Bulgaria. all  on 29th duly  1899. Germany  on 4th September  1900, 
Japan  (m  6th  October  1900.  Switzerland  on  29th  December  1900, 
Serl)ia  on  11th  May  1901.  Luxemburg  on  12tli  July  1901.  China 
on   21st  Novend)er  1904." 

The  preceding  article  contains  manv  essential  faults,  whicli  can 
iiardlv  be  attributed  to  an  oversight. 

First  oi"  all.  Lord  Kitchener's  reference  to  the  contents  of  the 
so-called  article  of  the  Hague  conference,  i.e.  the  second  Declaration 
at  the  Hague  Conference  of  29th  July  1899.  is  not  correctly  repro- 
duced. In  an  official  German  translation  this  Declaration  is  as  follows: 
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"Die  vertragschHeBenden  Maclite  nniervverfen  sicii  gegenseitijj; 
deni  Verbote,  solche  Geschosse  zu  verwenden,  deren  einziger  Zweck 
ist.  erstickende  oder  giftige  Gase  zu  verbreiten." 

("The  Contracting  Powers  mntiially  agree  to  absiain  from  the 
use  of  projectiles,  the  sole  object  of  which  is  the  delusion  of  de- 
leterious or  asphixiating  gases.") 

The  words  "the  sole  object  of  which"  were  an  object  of  lively- 
discussion  at  the  Hague  Convention  and  formed  the  hypothesis,  on 
which  several  of  the  participating   powers    signed  the  Declaration. 

Great  Britain  however  was  not  one  of  the  signatories.  The 
list  sent  out  by  the  Eng  ish  firm  is  forged  and  confuses  signatures 
and  ratifications  with  the  object  of  giving  the  imjiression  that  Ger- 
many signed  later  and  unwillingly.  The  facts  are  that  Germany 
together  with  23  other  powers  signed  the  Declaration  on  29th  July 
1(S99  and  ratified  this  Declaration  on  the  4th  September  1900,  being 
one  of  the  first  powers  to  deposit  the  Deed  of  Ratification. 

Among  the  Powers  opposed  to  the  Declaration  and  non-signa- 
tories, were  England  and  the  United  vStates  of  America.  England 
having  during  the  Boer-war  made  extensive  use  of  the  ill-famed 
lyddite  shells,  defusing  poisonous  gases,  only  resolved  to  sign  and 
ratify  the  Declaration  ou  the  occasion  of  the  second  Hague  Peace 
Convention  on  30th  August  1907,  Avhile  the  I'nited  States  of  America 
have  not  signed  up  to  the  present  day. 

The  hypocritical  manner,  in  which  our  enemies'  campaign  di- 
rected against  the  German  use  of  gas-shells,  is  conducted,  cm  be 
s(>en  from  the  debates  that  have  taken  place  in  the  English  .House 
of  Commons. 

Sir  W.  P.  Byles  directed  a  question  to  the  Government  as  to 
whether  the  English  Government  would  not  now  also  em[)loy  gases 
that  had  not  "cruel  or  inhuman  effects."  The  Government  speaker 
Mr.  Tennant,  replied  that  he  hoped  that  the  means,  which  were  to 
be  used,  would  be  effective,  whether  they  were  "cruel  or  not",  he 
could  not  say. 

The  "Gazette  de  Lausanne"  publishes  the  following  article  with 
reference  to  the  French  gas-shells  that  are  now  in  preparatiiai: 

"The  efforts  of  the  French  Chemists  have  achieved  fearful  re- 
sults and  we  believe  that  we  are  telling  the  ti-uth  when  we  say 
that  the  German  army  leaders  that  have  advocated  the  em])loyment 
of  jjoisonous  gases,  have  prepared  incredible  hours  of  agony  and 
suffering  for  their  own  troops  (out  prepare  pour  leurs  troupes  des 
douleurs  et  des  heures  d'angoisses  inimaginables)."  (Reprinted  from 
the  "Humanite"  of  17th  June.) 

That  is  the  moral  of  the  countries,  that  try  to  buy  the  foreign 
Press  by  bribery  so  as  to  influence  public  opinion  by  means  of 
forged  contracts. 

(See  facsimile  in  picture.) 
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The  Employment  of  asphyxiating  Gases. 


The  German  army  is  being  covei-ed  with  abuse  abroad,  (|n 
account  of  the  justified  use  of  asphyxiating  gases.  As  far  as  total 
ignorance  of  the  actual  and  legal  conditions  is  not  taken  into  con- 
sideration— (here  can  only  be  a  (juestion  of  hj^pocritical  indii^nation. 
Endeavours  have  been  made  to  cast  slurs  on  (ierman  methods  of 
warfare  so  as  to  distract  the  attention  of  ihe  world  from  the  numer- 
ous \  iolations  of  the  habits  of  warfare  of  whicli  our  enemies  have 
been  guilty. 

The  true  i'acts  are  to  be  seen  from  the  following  siatement 
sent  by  Main  Headquarters  and  distributed  for  publication  by 
Wolfi's  telegrapliic  agency  on  22iid  Apiil   1915: 

In  a  publication  dated  21st  April  1915,  the  English  Army  Ad- 
uunistraiion  complains  that  the  Germans  "contraiy  to  all  the  rules 
of  civilized  warfare"  in  tlie  course  of  the  fighting  I'or  the  recapture 
of  Hill  60,  south-east  of  Ypres,  em])loyed  shells  which  defused 
asphyxiating  and  deleterious  gases  on  exploding.  As  can  be  seen 
from  the  German  official  reports,  our  enemies  have  employed  these 
for  months  past.  But  they  are  obviously  of  opinion  that  what  is 
permissible  for  them  is  not  permissible  for  us.  Such  an  opinion 
wliicli  is  nothing  new  in  this  war,  we  can  nnderstand — especially 
when  we  consider  that  owing  to  the  development  of  German 
chemistry  we  are  in  a  position  to  employ  more  effective  means 
than  onr  enemies — we  can  understand  this,  although  we  do  not 
share  it.  Besides  the  reference  to  the  rules  of  warfare  does  not 
hold  good. 

The  German  troops  do  not  employ  any  "shells,  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  which  is  to  sj)read  obnoxious  or  poisonous  gases. "  (Decla- 
ration at  Hague  29th  July  1899)  and  the  gases  developed  by  the 
German  shells,  although  not  so  dangerous  as  the  French,  Russian, 
and  English  artillery  shells,  are  very  much  more  disagreeable.  The 
asphyxiating  fumes  employed  by  us  in  hand-to-iiand  fighting,  are 
not  m  any  way  contradictory  to  the  "Laws  of  Warfare."  They 
do  not  produce  anything  mor'e  then  ihe  powerful  effects,  which 
would  be  achieved  by  kindling  a  bundle  of  straw  or  dry  wood. 
As  tlie  suioke  thus  produced  can  be  clearly  seen,  even  on  a  dai-k 
night,  every  one  is  at  liberty  to  withdraw  from  its  effects  .n 
good  time.  — 

This  short  concise  explanation  ought  to  be  Siifficient  to  con- 
vince the  unprejudiced.  If,  however,  our  enemies  continue  to  spread 
reports  reproaching  us,  all  we  can  do  is  bring  a  detailed  proof 
that  the  French  and  English  had  actually  employed  asphyxiating 
gases  long  before  we  did.  The  history  and  object  of  the  Hague 
Declaration  of  July  1899  must  he  more  carefully  sifted,  so  as  to 
show  the  indignation  of  our  enemies  in  its  real  light. 

For  months  past,  the  French  and  English  have  been  employing 
shells,  which  defused  asphyxiating  gases,  and  it  has  been  ascertained 
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that  the  cnii)loyiiient  of  these  gases  greatly  inci-eased.  tliat  even 
extensive  aiul  systematic  prepai'ations  had  been  taken  for  same. 
We  must  first  i-ecall  the  reports  sent  l)y  German  Main  Head(niartei-s 
on  13th,  14lh,  16th.  and  17th  April,  in  wliich  is  oflicially  stated, 
that  the  Frencli  at  Suippes  and  Verdun,  and  the  English  at  Ypres 
had  emjiloyed  shells,  mines  and  bombs  that  developed  asphyxiating 
and  deleterious  gases  on  exploding.  The  report  dated  16th  April 
contains  the  following  sentence: 

"The  employment  of  bombs  defusing  deleterious  gases  and 
infantry  explosives,   is  inci'casing,  on   the   part  of  the   French." 

A  comnnuiication  of  the  French  Ministry  ol"  War  dated  21st 
February   1915  is  as  follows: 

(Translation.) 

"Ministry  of  War,  21.  2.  1915. 

Refennccs  to  shells  cnntaininy  poisonous  gases. 

The  so-called  shells  containing  asj)hyxiating  gases,  which  are 
produced  by  our  central  works,  contain  a  "liquid,  which  on  exploding 
defuses  vapours  irritating  to  the  eyes,  nose  and  throat. 

There  are  two  kinds:  Hand-grenades  and  cartridges. 

Hand-grenades. 

The  grenades  are  egg-shaped,  measuring  a  diameter  of  6  cm. 
in  the  centre,  12  cm.  in  height,  and  weighing  400  grams.  They 
are  to  be  used  at  close  rauge  and  are  so  contrived  that  they  can 
be  thrown  by  hand. 

Directions  as  to  use  are  written  on  the  outside,  and  they  are 
ignited  by  means  of  a  fuse  pasted  on  to  said  directions,  which 
as  soon  as  lighted,  nnist  be  thrown. 

An  explosion  follows  about  7  seconds  after  the  ignition.  A 
small  brass  cover  and  screw  stopper  close  in  the  explosives.  The 
object  of  these  gi-enades  is  to  render  the  spot  at  wliich  they  burst 
untenable.  Their  effects  can  be  greatly  limited  should  strong  wind 
prevail. 

Cartridges. 

The  cartridges  are  cylindrical  in  form,  with  a  diameter  28  mm., 
height  10  cm.,  vieight  200  grams.  They  are  to  be  employed  for 
longer  ranges  than  can  be  achieved  by  means  of  hand-grenades. 
— When  sent  off  at  an  angle  of  25°.  they  can  carry  230  meters. 
They  are  provided  with  central  ignition  and  are  fired  off  by  means 
of  the  fire-ball  rifle  (Leuclitkugelgewehr).  Tlie  powder  ignites  a 
substance  by  means  of  which  the  cartridge  is  exploded  5  seconds 
after  having  leit  the  barrel. 

The  cartridges  fulfil  the  same  purpose  as  the  hand-gi-enades, 
but  owing  to  the  small  quantities  of  li(iuid  contained  therein,  they 
must  be  lired   off"  in  larger  quantities. 
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Dirc'ctionft  for  an  attack  on  entrenchmcntfi  into  icliich  shell'^  containiny 
pnisonovs  tjasef,  hare  been  thrown. 

The  vai)ours  defused  by  the  shells  containing  asphyxiating  gases 
are  not  deadly,  at  least  not  in  small  (juantities,  and  their  effects 
are  of  but  short  duration,  the  length  of  which  depends  chiefly  on 
air  conditions. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  to  attack  entrenchments  into  \vhich 
such  hand  grenades  have  been  thrown,  but  which  the  enemy  has 
nevertheless  not  evacuated,  before  the  vapours  have  entirely 
disappeared.  The  attacking  troops  uuist  be  equipped  with  goggles 
and  acpiainted  with  the  fact  that  the  disagreeable  irritation  in  nose 
and  throat  is  harmless  and  has  not  any  lasting  effects." 

We  have  here  a  convincing  pi'oof  that  the  French  State  Factories 
had  produced  shells  containing  |)oisonous  gases  at  least  six 
months  ago.  The  quantities  must  have  been  considerable,  as  the 
French  ministrv  of  War  finally  found  itself  obliged  to  distribute 
wi'ittcn  directions,  as  lo  the  employment  of  this  weapon.  The  terms 
in  which  the  official   Fi-ench  direciions  are  couched,  are  typical: 

"•The  vapours  defused  by  the  shells  containing  poisonous  gases, 
are  iiot  deadly,  at  least  not  in   small  quantities." 

This  admission  of  possible  limitation  is  the  best  proof  ihat  the 
French  asphyxiating  gases  prove  deadly  if  emjiloyed  more  extensively. 

We  must  further  recall  the  fact  that  in  some  American 
newspapers — "the  Cincinnati  Encjuirer"  and  later  on  in  the  "New 
York  Times" — an  American  chemical  authority  published  an  account 
stating  that  1  he  '■  I.usitania  "  carried  250,000  lbs.  of  stannic  chloride, 
which  was  for  the  preparation  of  asphyxiating  gases.  The  cargo 
according  to  the  information  given  by  the  American,  was  for  the 
French  Government!  Latter  lias,  therefore,  not  only  given  large 
ordejs  in  America  foi'  chemicals,  necessary  for  the  preparation  of 
asphvxiating  gases,  but  is  also  responsible  to  a  large  extent  for  ihe 
death  of  the  Lusitania  passengers,  owing  to  the  vapoui-s  defused 
bv  the  stannic  chloride  when  the  ship  was  toriicdoed. 

We  must  recall  the  unscrupulous  j'oy  with  which  the  enemy 
and  the  American  Press  published,  as  ffir  back  as  last  autumn  that 
splendid  French  inventions  would  be  forthcoming,  which  would 
increase  the  destructive  power  of  artillery  shells  by  means  of 
poisonous  gas  effects.  The  infamous  advertisement  issued  by  the 
Cleveland  Automatic  Machine  Company  in  the  "American  Machinist" 
in  which  the  new  type  of  grenades  is  described,  is  as  follows: 

"The  material  is  high  in  tensile  strength  and  \ery  s]  ecial.  and 
has  a  tendency  to  fracture  into  small  ]iiecps  upon  the  ex])losion  of 
the  shell.  The  timing  of  the  fuse  for  this  sliell  is  similar  to  the 
shrapnel  shell,  but  it  differs  in  that  two  explosive  acids  are  used  to 
explode  the  shell  in  the  large  cavity.  The  ccmibination  of  these 
two  acids  causes  a  terriffic  explosion,  having  more  i)Ower  than 
anything  of  its  kind  yet  used.     Fragments  become  coated  with  tliese 
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acids  in  exploding  and  wounds  caused  by  them  mean  death  in 
terrible  agony  within  four  hours  if  not  attended  to  immediately. 

From  what  we  are  ahle  to  learn  of  conditions  in  the  trenches, 
it  is  not  possible  to  get  medical  assistance  to  any  one  in  time  to 
prevent  fatal  results.  It  is  necessary  to  immediately  cauterize  the 
wound  if  in  the  body  or  head,  or  to  amputate  if  in  the  limbs,  as 
there  seems  to  be  no  antidote  that  will  counteract  the  poison. 

It  can  be  seen  from  this  that  this  shell  is  more  effective  than 
the  regular  shrapnel,  since  the  wounds  caused  by  shrapnel-balls  and 
fragments  in  the  muscles  are  not  as  dangerous,  as  they  have  no 
poisonous  element,  making  prompt  attention  necessarj^" 

The  world  can  well  be  indignant  at  such  an  advertisemexit. 
How  different  would  the  phrases  be,  if  the  French  or  English  had 
succeeded  in  anticipating  us  with  the  production  of  strong  and 
effective  fumes  I 


How  the  English  twist  Facts. 

The  "Norddeutsclie  Allgemeine  Zeitung"  writes: 

Tiie  London  "■  Daily  Telegraph"  of  11th  March  1915,  contains  the 
followins:  article  under  the  hcadinij  "Soft  Nosed  Bullets:" 

Evidence  of  German  breaches  of  Intornntional  Laws  accumulates. 
The  Turks  ai-e  willing  tools  in  German  hands,  but  even  the  Ottoman 
trooj)s  have  had  to  go  to  Berlin  for  fhe  material  wherewiih  to 
carry  on  the  inhuman  side  of  warf;ii't-.  The  anununition  used  in 
the  fighting  on  the  Suez  Canal  on  February  3rd  and  4th  uioslly 
bore  the  Turkish  Crescent,  and  was  the  usual  ammnnitiuii  served 
out  in  the  ai-my.  Among  the  native  Indian  tioops,  who  came  under 
sur(j;icil  treatment,  were  one  or  two  whose  wounds  suggested  that 
bullets  of  the  Dum-Dum  type  had  sti-uck  them,  and  the  discovery 
in  the  desert  supports  that  view.  During  a  search  of  the  couniiy 
traversed  by  the  Turks  in  their  hurried  j-etreat,  our  officers  found 
ihousands  of  rounds  of  ammunition  for  the  Mauser  rille,  but 
obviously  inter.ded  for  big  game  shooting  and  not  for  war.  Nevertheless, 
it  has  been  sent  out  to  the  Turks  to  make  up  for  any  shortage 
in  their  supjjly,  and  broken  boxes  and  packets  of  cartridges  show 
that  they  were  used  against  oiu-  troo|)S. 

Both  the  ritle  and  revolver  bullets,  are  being  forwarded  to 
London.  The  Mauser  rifle  cartridge  has  a  bidiet  somewhat  similar  to 
that  known  as  the  "Tweedie"  among  sportsmen.  There  are  four 
fine  slits  in  the  nickel  cover,  and  lead  is  exposed  at  the  nose,  the 
effect  on  impact  being  to  burst  the  nickel  coating  and  set  up  a 
inushrooin  shape.  The  revolver  bidlet  has  a  nickel  cover  and  a 
llat  leaden  nose.  The  boxes  aie  marked  "  Fertige  Metall  Patronen  " 
with  the  letters  '-R.  B.  R. "  in  a  diamond,  and  beneath  theuj 
"  Calcutta  Ausfuhrgut  Patronen  fiirHandfeuerwaffen.  J.  D.  Munition.  " 
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On  the  base  of  the  cartridges  are  the  letters  "D.  W.  M. "  and  above 
the  figures  474  G,  and  the  letter  K  is  placed  on  either  side  ol"  the 
cap.  The  base  of  the  revolver  bullet  is  similarly  niai'kcd,  cxcej)t 
that  the  figures  are  403.  The  letters  -D.  W.  M. ""  prol)ai)ly  stand 
for  Deutsche  WafFen-   und  Munitionsfabiiken. 

So  far  the  communications  of  the  "Daily  Telegraph.'"  The 
article  obviously  wishes  to  place  the  responsibility  of  the  supply 
of  unlawful  war  annnvmition  to  the  Turks,  to  the  account  of  the 
German  Government.  The  investigations  that  were  instituted  im- 
mediately, have  had  the  following  result: 

The  above  mentioned  bullets  were  manufactured  by  theDeutschen 
Waffen-  und  Munitionsfabi'iken  in  Karlsruhe;  according  to  the 
explanations  given  by  this  firm  they  were  sent  before  the  outbreak 
of  war  to  the  firm  R.  B.  Rodda  &  Co.  in  Birmingham  for  sporting 
purposes,  most  of  the  supply  being  sent  direct  by  the  Deutschen 
Hansa  Line  in  Hamburg  as  "export  goods''  (Ausfubrgut)  to  Cal- 
cutta. For  instance,  shortly  before  the  outbreak  of  the  wai-, 
four  chests  of  this  ammunition  were  sent  to  Calcutta  for  the  firm 
R.  B.  Rodda  &  Co.  on  board  the  Hansa  steamer  '•  Barenfels." 

The  packages  sent  to  Calcutta  are  there  provided  with  a  label 
bearing  the  initials  of  the  fii-m  R.  B.  Rodda  &  Co. — thus  R.  B.  R. 
The  letters  J.  D.  probably  mean  Indian  Department.  Neither  of 
these  marks  have  been  put  on  by  the  Deutsche  Waifen-  und  Muni- 
tionsfabriken.  This  firm  has  also  made  a  statement  declaring  that 
it  has  never  supplied   Turkey  with  these  Ijullets. 

Thus  we  see  that  the  ammimition  was  sent  from  an  English 
source  to  Calcutta,  being  supplied  further  from  thence,  and  can 
have  been  solely  used  by  Indian  troojjs.  These  facts  are  renewed 
proofs  of  the  effrontery  with  which  foreign  newspapers  twist  facts 
to  inthience  puV)lic  opinion  against  Germany. 


The  Representative  of  the  "New  York  World" 

Mr.  Powell. 

The  "Norddeutsche  AUgemeine  Zeitung"  writes: 

Our  newspaper  called  the  public  attention  to  Mr.  Powell  on 
6th  May,  proving  at  the  time  that  he  repoi'ted  on  certain  events 
relating  to  the  Market  Square  in  Brussels  in  such  a  false  light, 
the  American  \'ice  Consul  in  Gent,  Mr.  von  Hee,  gave  the 
following  written  statement  regarding  these  facts:  "Not  a  word  of 
this  article  is  true." 

I'owell  seems  to  lie  by  profession.  Owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  French  wireless  station  at  the  Eiffel  tower  passes  on  his  accounts 
so  as  to    intluence   opinion   in  the  whole  world,  his  calumnies  find 
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a  wide  field,  conse(juently  we  have  to  deal  with  an  American 
reporter,  who  fabricates  false  rej)orts  derogatory  to  Germany  in  the 
Entente  Service — with  the  purpose  of  enlightening  neutral  leaders 
of  the  neutral  "World." 

One  of  the  Eiffel  tower  reports,  which  we  intercepted,  contains 
the  following: 

"Alexander  Powell,  who  was  sent  to  Flanders  as  a  represen- 
tative of  the  'New  York  World,'  has  now  published  his  impressions 
of  the  war  in  book-form,  entitled  'Fighting  in  i'landers.'  Powell 
relates  how  having  arrived  in  Belgium  without  having  any  sj^ecial 
sympathy  lor  any  one  of  the  belligerents,  owing  to  the  sight  of 
the  German  atrocities  in  Belgium,  was  after  a  short  time  com- 
pletely pro-Belgian.  His  proofs  as  to  the  mutilations  of  women, 
children  and  aged  men  in  Aershot  and  Vilvorde,  ai-e  absolutely 
indisputable.  In  Vilvorde,  Powell  saw  an  old  man,  whom  tlie 
Germans  had  hung  up  by  the  hands  on  the  beam  of  a  house  and 
later  on  burnt  alive."  The  legal  investigations  that  were  instituted 
iuimediatelv  when  this  came  to  oui-  knowledge,  showed  the  absolute 
groundlessnes  of  the  Powell  i'ej)roaches. 

We  here  append  a  recoi-d  of  the  examination  of  the  Mayor 
of  Vilvorde,  as  well  as  that  of  the  interpreter  van  Balbergh. 

Vilvorde,  27th  April  191.5. 
Landsturm-Bataillon  Amberg. 

Gegenwartig: 
Der  Gerichtsoffizier  Friedlaender, 
Oberleutnant  und  Bataillonsadjutant; 
als  Militargerichtsschreiber  Schneider, 
Unteroffizier. 
The  Mayor  of  the  town  of  Vilvorde,  Xaver  Buiseth,  appeared, 
and  after  having  been  made  acquainted  with  the  importance  of  the 
oath  and  the  reason  of  his  examination,  made  the  following  statement : 
My  name  is  as  above,  I  am  65  years  of  age.  Catholic. 

Statement : 
I  was  present  in  Vilvorde  during  the  whole  course  of  the  war 
and  cannot  complain  of  the  behaviour  of  the  German  troops  in  my 
office  as  Mayor  of  Vilvorde.  In  one  of  the  suburbs  of  Vilvorde 
Houtham,  several  houses  have  been  burnt  down  and  civilians  shot. 
This  occurred  during  the  course  of  the  fighting  between  the  Ger- 
man and  Belgian  soldiers. 

Otherwise  the  officers  commanding  the  German  troops,  investi- 
gated any  complaints  which  we  made,  and  took  the  necessaiy 
measures  of  punishment  against  soldiers. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  old  man  having  been  himg  up  by  the 
hands  on  the  beam    of  his   house   and   then  burnt  alive.     Had  this 
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happened,  it  would  have  been  at  once  reported,  as  order  prevailed 
in  Vilvorde.  1  am  thei-efore  obliged  to  designate  the  American 
writers   rej)ort  referring  to  this  as  an  invention. 


Read,  approved,  and  signed. 
The  witness  was  duly  put  on  oath. 

As  the  witness  can  only  epeak  French,  Josef  van  Balbergh 
from  the  town  of  Vilvorde  was  employed  as  interpreter  and  also 
put  on  oath. 

This  interpreter  Balbergh,  after  having  been  acquainted  with 
the  importance  of  the  oath  and  reason  of  the  examination,  made 
the  following  statement: 

My  name  is  Josef  van  Balbei-gh,  40  years  of  age.  Catholic. 

Statement: 

I  am  a  native  of  Vilvorde,  which  place  I  have  not  left  for 
more  than  a  few  hours  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

When  the  troops  marched  in,  I  placed  my  services  at  the 
disposal  of  the  town  as  interpretei',  and  looked  aftei-  the  inter- 
covn-se  of  the  municipal  and  military  authorities  being  at  the  disposal 
of  the  military  authorities  as  interpretei'.  I  should  certainly  have 
heard  if  the  German  troops  had  acted  towards  any  one,  especially 
an  old  man,  in  Vilvorde  or  suburbs,  hanging  him  up  on  the  beam 
of  his  house  and  later  on  burning  him  alive.  Therefore  I  am 
comj)elled  to  designate  this  as  an  invention. 

Neither  have  1  heard  anything  of  the  facts  that  in  Vilvorde 
and  suburbs  women,  children,  and  aged  men  have  been  mown 
down.  In  Vilvorde  itself  nobody  was  shot  or  killed  otherwise, 
not  have  women  and  children  been  killed  by  the  German  troops 
in  the  sui)urbs. 

In  the  suburbs  Koningsloo  and  Houtham  some  of  the  inhabitants 
were  shot  by  the  Germans,  but  I  am  unable  to  state  whether  these 
people  participated  in  the  fighting  or  not. 

Read,  approved,  and 

signed  Josef  van  Balbergh, 
the  witness  being  duly  placed  on  oath. 

Sealed. 

Der  Gerichtsoffizier:  Der  Militargerichtsschreiber: 

gez.  Friedlaender,  gez.  Schneider, 

Obei'leutnant  und  Bataillons-Adjutant.  Unteroffizier. 
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The  Value  of  French  Official  Investigation  Committees 
as  shown  by  an  example. 

Tlie  " Norddeutsche  AUgemeine  Zeitung"  writes: 

There  exists  a  French  Official  Committee  of  Investigation,  in- 
stituted to  examine  into  the  German  atrocities,  which  tries  wherever 
it  can  to  collect  material  showing  the  inhuman  methods  of  war  fare, 
practised  by  the  Gei-mans,  and  their  cruel  behavoui"  to  the  civilian 
population  of  the  occupied  territoi-ies.  The  assertions  collected  by 
this  Commitee  of  Investigation  are  compiled  in  little  pamplilets  at 
cheap  rates,  and  sent  to  neutral  counti-ies.  The  contents  of  these 
pamphlets  are  cleverly  put  together,  consisting  principally  of 
allegations,  which  are  drawn  up  consecutively  without  even  any 
attempt  being  made  to  prove  a  sufficient  basis  for  same  reproaches. 

On  8th  March  1915,  the  Pariser  "Matin"  published  an  article 
referring  to  the  activity  of  this  French  committee  in  Annemasse. 
According  to  the  French  newspaper,  the  Fi-ench  officials  occupied 
there  in  bringing  to  light  the  disgraceful  and  cruel  l)ehaviour  of 
the  Kaiser's  troops  were  ]Monsieur  Payelle,  conseiller  a  la  Cour 
des  Comptes;  ^Monsieur  ISIaringer,  deputy;  Mollar,  French  minister 
in  Luxemburg;  and  Paillot,  conseiller  a  la  Cour  de  Cassation.  They 
questioned  the  French,  returning  home  from  the  (rerman  concen- 
tration campsand  the  "]\Iatin"  has  estimated  that  the  accusations 
which  they  made  against  the  bandits  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rhine 
furnish  the  stones  for  a  monument  of  French  reproaches.  The 
"INIatin"  draws  up  these  accusations  very  eff'ectfully  in  the  follow- 
ing chapters:  "Attacks  on  private  property."'  "Cruelties,"  ..Butcher- 
ies". "Women  burnt  alive,"  and  finally  "How  their  surgeons 
amuse  themselves."  This  last  chapter  is  to  serve  us  to  show  how 
the  French  Commission  sent  its  reports,  and  on  wliat  grounds  they 
were  actually  based.  It  will  then  be  within  every  reader's  power 
to  draw  his  or  her  own  conclusions  as  to  the  value  of  the  Frencii 
so-called  accusation  material. 

The  Frrnch,  Accusation. 

The  "Matin"  gives  us  the  following  account:  "A  farmer  from 
the  Marne  arrived  yesterday  at  the  Railway  Refreshment  Buffet  of 
Annemasse.  I'eturning  from  the  camp  of  Zwickau.  The  unfortunate 
fellow  had  been  retained  there  until  the  automobile  arrived  which 
was  to  take  him  to  the  hospital.  ^V^hen  lie  left  his  country,  he 
was  60  vears  of  age,  but  now  he  looked  as  if  he  were  80.  He 
was  a  miserable  human  ruin,  a  dying  man.  The  German  doctors 
in  the  hospital  had  removed  one  of  his  legs  and  his  account  is  as 
follows: " 

"When  they  took  me  away  from  home,  I  told  them  that  1  could 
not  march,  as  I  suffered  from  vai-icose  veins  in  the  ankles,  which 
had  troubled  me  for  the  past    10  years.     But  they  paid  no  attention 
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QUA,  Li  JtUAj  d^UAJU  S^ k^  MtMU  tMllA^J- /lltii t^OACtr. 

m^  kt^^tiMudZ.  X  C&f-OU^tZOK,  tf" I'^trVLi 0-Ma  kocu  ^^   ^■mJi^ 
IhiuJ  M.  (U'i/oLdilMJlAJ' 'J' cU.  iMXluxJl'tUlL.  dJU/duni  .'2/  k-t-U^  vU" 
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da.  h^UoUJuJiA.  fjy'd  cUJ- ^^Vi&L  ^la  kuJy^  "^  /^uii J^iUr fAA  L'^u^ 

{l9  uJJ^-JiuC^iXaJa  I  /'(rUitoJ^^^  /i^u  Ouu-  ^&<^'  QiMJiuA  ^1^ ^ijiJcmui 
dU^'i^  A.  UuMAiA-i^iJuJ^ lu<,  lujj^jtK  fVf'ilu.  LuriujuJ-  ni'^jk^.  -cAxJ <iyh6i, 

■>  pJois^  .(ruMuui-  kutC  ltayMuLU<}A/h<x. .  C'-t^r<A^^  JuJi^f^Coh^  ,'Ori^/^c 
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and  I  had  to  inarch  several  kilometres  distance.  Tlie  damp  and 
miserable  nourishment  causes  it  to  grow  worse  until  it  spread  to 
the   calf  and  knee.     They  took  me  to  a  hospital  and  opened  my  knee 


without   i^ivins;  me  any  narcotic 


four  doctors  were  around  ni 


butchering  and  scratching  my  bones  with  their  knives.  This  took 
place  every  day  for  more  than  a  week.  At  last  they  said  to  me: 
..There  is  no  more  to  be  done,  the  leg  must  be  amputated." — The 
old  man  gave  his  testimony  and  the  Red  Cross  automobile  waited 
for  him.  Two  men  helped  him  from  his  chair,  as  he  hobbled  ou 
one  leg  with  the  badly  drawn-on  sock.  They  did  not  even  give 
him  a  crutch." 


Farmer  Humbert's  Sick-Bed. 

The  careful  manner,  iu  which  every  wounded  or  sick  French- 
man is  treated  iu  the  German  Hospitals  is  known  and  has  been 
seen  by  any  of  the  neutrals,  who  have  visited  our  prisoners  camps 
and  ambulances.  No  difference  is  made  in  the  treatment  of  our 
own  men  and  the  enemy  as  long  as  they  are  ill.  Wiioever  takes 
the  trouble  of  reading  the  hospital  reports,  in  which  the  proceeding 
conditions,  state,  diagnosis  and  therapie  are  entered  daily,  whoever 
looks  at  the  fever-boards,  which  are  kept  in  the  register,  can  form 
an  opinion  as  to  how  Germany  treats  her  prisoner  enemies.  She 
acts  very  differently  from  our  opponents,  who  at  the  beginning  of 
the    war    set    all    German    subjects,    who    happened   to    be   in   their 
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hospitals,  on  the  street,  even  if  their  conditions  of  health  were  such 
as  to  necessitate  a  lonj^er  sojourn  in  the  hosjjiials. 

As  to  the  farmer  Humbert,  we  now  have  an  exact  and  detailed 
bulletin  before  us.    What  proceeded  his  illness  is  short  but  typical. 
For   the   past    11  years   he   had    suffered    from   a   slowly   spreading 
ulcer  on  his  left  leg.    The  report  states  that  when  he  was  brought 
to    the    Reserve   Lazarett,    the   left   foot   was   of  a   dai'k,    blue-grey 
colour,    covered    with   numerous    open   wounds,    all    of  which  were^ 
festering.     In  the  same  way  the  whole  leg,  as  far  as  the  centre  of 
the  upper  thigh,  was  covered  with  large  wounds,  and  the  leg  smelt 
of  gangrene.    The  diagnosis  was  of  old-age  gangrene,  and  if  Humbert 
were  to  remain  alive,  an  operation  was  absolutely  necessary.    When 
he  had  given  his  consent  to  this,  he  was  (according  to  the  hos])ital 
accoimt)   operated    on    1st  December,    his  left  leg  being  amputated, 
he    having  received  the  normal  dose  of  chloroform,  which  had  the 
desired  eff'ect.    The  treatment,  which  necessitated  the  stump  of  bone 
projecting  from  the  wounds  being  shortened  with  a  saw,  extended 
until  5th  Febi'uary.     The  abcsesses  were  opened  with  a  chlorathyl- 
atherspray,  as  owing  to  the  weak  condition  in  which  the  man  was, 
a    narcosis    with    ether   or    chloroform    was    not   to    be    thought    of. 
Humbert   got  a  glass  of  wine  and  two  extra  glasses  of  milk  every 
day   besides   the    ordinary    hospital    fare.     When    he  was   dismissed 
from    the   hos])ital,    his    general    condition  of  health  was  most  satis- 
factory.   The  head-doctor  of  the  hospital  states  in  his  official  report 
that  lie  never  complained  of  the  treatment  accorded  to  him,  on  the 
contrary   gave    the   impression    that   he  was    cpute   content  witli  his 
stay  in"  the  hospital  and  the  treatment  received  there.    Not  a  word 
is   to  be  found  in  the  lengthy    reports   stating  that  his  desease  was 
caused  bv  inhuman  treatment  while  being  transported. 

The  French  Doctors'  Assertions. 

In  the  Lazarett  at  Zwickau,  some  French  medical  men  are 
emi)loyed  as  \\ell  as  German  doctors,  who  assist  in  the  treatment 
of  the"  French  prisoners.  The  "Matin's"  statement  was  shown  to 
them  and  they  spontaneously  sent  the  following  document  to  the 
head-doctor  of  the  hospital,"  Prof.  Spalteholz,  expressing  their  in- 
dignation at  the  contents  and  the  accusations  brought  against  the 
German  Administration.     We  append  a  translation  and  facsimile  of 

the  document. 

Reservelazarett  II,  Zwickau,  Sachsen. 

13th  March  1915. 

Referring  to  the  article  in  the  "Matin"  of  8th  March  1915. 
the  undei-signed  French  doctors  consider  it  their  duty  to  submit  to 
Herrn  Prof!  .Spalteholz,  head-doctor  of  the  Reservelazarett  II  in 
Zwickau,  the  following  corrections: 

For  more  than  3  montlis  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain  that 
the  German  Medical  Corps  make  the  best  ])0ssible  use  of  materials 
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at  hand  and  that  the  care  bestowed    on  the   invaHds  is  most  satis- 
factory. 

For  the  past  month  we  have  been  at  Zwickau  and  we  can 
only  give  unrestricted  jiraise  to  the  manner,  in  which  the  patients 
are  cared  for  by  the  medical  faculty  and  attendents,  under  a 
directorship  as  kind  as  it  is  intelligent.  t  is  certain,  and  we  must 
affirm  it  conscientiously  and  candidly  that  the  injured  could  not  he 
treated  with  more  devotion  and  care.  "We  are  pleased  to  be  able 
to  affirm  this  and  to  pay  hommage  to  the  science  of  our  Gci'man 
colleagues  in  Zwickau,  who  do  not  sijare  any  of  the  modern  methods 
of  treatment  (warm  air,  electro-  and  mechanico-therapie),  so  as  to 
ensure  the  complete  cure  of  our  wounded.  Although  we  did  not 
witness  tlie  developement  of  the  illness  of  the  civilian  jjrisoner 
Humbert  to  which  the  article  in  the  "Matin"  refers,  the  encpiiries 
which  have  been  instituted  by  us  among  liis  military  comrades, 
witli  whom  he  had  been  brought  here  from  the  civilian  concen- 
tration camp  have  shown  the  following  facts :  The  operation,  which 
took  })lace  under  narcosis  was  carried  out  with  the  patients  consent 
and  at  the  moment  at  which  it  became  absolutely  necessary.  During 
the  period  of  his  convalescence,  the  |)atient  received  some  extras 
every  day  (old  wine  and  better  food).  At  the  time  of  his  departiu'e 
he  Avas  only  beginning  to  sit  up  in  bed,  so  that  there  was  no 
(juestion  of  crutches.  For  the  rest,  on  departure  the  patient  himself 
asked  permission  to  be  allowed  to  express  his  thanks  to  tlie  doctor, 
pressing  liis  hand. 

It  is  deeply  regretable  to  see  a  patient  that  has  been  cared  in 
the  best  jiossible  manner  and  with  the  assistance  of  all  scientific 
methods,  forget  all  gratitude.  As  doctors  and  from  a  medical  point 
of  view  only,  we  jjrotest  against  this,  as  we  can  understand  the 
disagreeable  feeling,  which  this  has  caused  among  our  German 
colleagues  of  the  Reservelazarett  II  in  Zwickau. 

We  submit  tins  account  spontaneously  and  of  our  own  free 
will  to  Herrn  Prof.  Spalteholz  with  the  request,  that  he  can  make 
whatever  use  of  same  which  he  considers  advisory. 

G.  Cuquez,  Hilfsarzt.  D.  Donze,  Stabsarzt. 

E.  Sandesi,  Hilfsarzt. 


The  Painter  ChahmtcVs  letter  to  the  '-Journal". 

The  painter  Chaboud  happened  to  be  in  the  same  Reser\e 
Lazarett,  in  which  Humbert  was  treated.  He  too  heard  of  the 
article  j)ublished  by  the  "Matin""  and  conse(|uently  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  tlie  chief-editor  of  the  "Journar".  100,  Rue  Richelieu, 
Paris,  which  shows  how  indignant  Humbert's  comrades  were  at 
the  lies  published  in  the  "Matin": 
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Zwickau,   r2th  March  11  •]."). 
To  Monsieur  le  Redactenr  en  chef  journal  "Le  Journal"' 

Paris. 
Monsieur. 

I  have  the  honour  in  my  own  name  and  with  the  consent  of 
all  my  comrades  of  addressing  you  ihe  following  lines,  in  reply  to  tbe 
article  ])ublished  by  your  newspaper  '-Le  Matin""  of  8th  ^March  1915. 

This  news])aper  refei's  to  the  statements  made  by  a  prisoner 
^\ho  has  been  treated  by  tbe  same  doctors  and  in  the  same  room 
as  myself.  In  conse({uence  of  this,  I  and  all  my  comrades  have 
been  witnesses  of  the  care  lavished  on  liim,  and  1  can  state  on 
oath  that  everything  possible  has  been  done  to  relieve  his  suffering 
and  save  his  life.  Ihe  truth  requires  me  to  affirm  that  I  was 
surprised  at  the  ('evotion  shown  by  the  doctors,  whom  we  alwavs 
found  kind  and  amiable,  ready  at  anv  moment  to  assist,  g-ivina: 
their  time  and  their  science  most  unselfishly,  so  as  to  ensure  a 
speedy  cur-e  of  our  injuries. 

The  wounded  man,  to  whom  tiie  article  in  the  "Matin*'  refers, 
and  wbose  name  I  can  furnish  if  necessary,  is  65  years  of  age: 
he  was  here  as  a  civilian  prisoner.  Wiien  the  German  doctors 
agieed  on  the  impossibility  of  being  aide  to  cure  his  leg  trouble, 
they  asked  him  whethei-  he  would  consent  to  having  the  leg 
am])utated,  adding  that  this  was  the  only  may  for  him  to  terminate 
his  suffering  and  regain  his  health. 

He  consented  to  the  amputation  and  the  opei-ation  was  a 
pei'fect  success.  Not  only  was  he  well  treated,  but  he  got  special 
faie  to  which  milk  and  old  wine  was  added  luitil  his  departure. 
On  the  day  of  his  departure,  the  patient  himself  asked  to  be  allowed 
to  shake  hands  with  the  doctors,  and  before  us  all  he  thaidvcd  them 
for  the  kind  care  and  attention  that  had  been  shown  him.  Nearly 
all  of  us  are  convalescent  now  for  some  time  past,  still  the  doctors 
keep  us  here  in  the  hospital  carefully  examining  our  wounds  almost 
every  day  and  chatting  with  us  so  kindly  that  we  often  forget 
that  their  nation  is  at  war  with  ours. 

Finally,  so  as  to  give  you  an  example  of  the  good  will  dis- 
played by  the  doctors  here,  I  must  tell  you  of  my  own  case.  A 
bullet  had  smashed  part  of  my  right  thumb.  So  as  to  save  my 
finger,  the  doctors  have  dressed  and  bandaged  me  every  day  for 
three  months,  whereas  had  they  amputated  the  fingei-.  tliev  would 
have  been  rid  of  me  in  about  20  days. 

Now  I  have  been  well  for  almost  5  weeks,  and  yet  I  visit 
the  doctor  every  day.  Finally  I  must  assure  you  on  oath  that  all 
of  us  are  humanely  and  politely  treated  by  the  German  doctors 
and  that  the  attendents  have  become  comrades  for  most  of  us — 
whoever  says  the  contrary,  does  not  speak  the  truth. 

I  address  this  protest  to  you  of  my  own  accord  without  the 
slightest  pressui-e.  as  I  have  seen  what  pain  the  article  in  the  "Matin"" 
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has  caused  our  head-doctor.  Enclosed,  you  will  find  a  photograj^h, 
which  one  of  the  German  attendents  had  taken  of  the  injured  man 
to  which  the  "'Matin"'  refers,  so  as  to  prove  to  you  that  we  have 
been  ti-eated  togetlier. 

I  love  mv  dear  France  and  lia\e  proved  it  by  entering  the 
ranks  as  a  volunteer.  1  think  1  can  also  prove  it  by  preventing  as 
far  as  I  can.  that  the  nation  is  fed  on  lies,  which  in  this  case  borders 
■on  infamy. 

The  families  of  the  woiuidcd  prisoners,  wlio  are  being  ti-eated 
here  in  Zwickau,  need  have  no  anxietv.  as  mv  ai-e  very  well  cared 
for  here.  Of  course,  the  days  are  long,  but  that  must  principally 
be  attributed  to  our  being  separated  from  our  dear  country  and 
those  who  are  dear  to  us. 

I  beg  to  assure  you,  Monsieur  le  redacteur  en  chef,  of  my 
highest  esteem  and  beg  to  remain.  signed :    G.  Ghaboud. 

We  shall  conclude  our  considei-ations  with  this  document.  The 
clearing  up  of  the  case,  which  we  hope  ^vill  attract  the  attention 
due  to  it  in  the  neutral  press,  shows  once  more,  how  the  lies  spread 
by  our  enemies  originate,  and  that  the  clearest  conscience  cannot 
protect  one  from  calumny  and  lies.  Whether  Monsieur  Chaboud"s 
letter  has  ever  been  published  in  the  French  Press  or  not.  we  do 
not  know.  We  must  assume  that  it  has  not  been  published,  as  it 
belongs  to  the  newspaper  system  of  our  opponents,  to  discredit  the 
enemy  lieaping  him  with  filth,  and  expressions  which  pay  tribute 
to  the  necessary  respect  and  esteem  of  the  enemy  are  not  allowed 
to  be  lieard.  We  wish  that  each  of  our  prisoners  in  France  may 
be  treaded  as  well  as  Monsieui'  Humbert  was  in  Zwickau.  The 
infamous  and  calumnous  cam])aign  of  our  enemies  that  is  officially 
supported  by  the  Governments,  will  not  jjrevent  us  continuing  to 
act  as  we  think  fit,  and  according  to  the  rides  of  Inmianity  and 
legal  warfare. 

Zwickau.   12  mai\s  191.5. 

Monsieur  le  Redacteur  en  chef  journal   "  Le  Joui'nal " 

Paris. 
Monsieur. 

J'ai  I'honneur  de  vous  adresser,  en  mon  nom  et  avec  I'appro- 
bation  de  tons  mes  camerades.  les  quelques  ligncs  ijui  suivent  en 
reponse  a  Particle  du  journal   «  Le  Matin-   en  date  du  8  mars  1915. 

Ce  journal  parle  de  la  deposition  d"un  prisonnier  qui  a  etc 
soigne  dans  la  meme  chambre  et  par  les  memes  docteui-s  que  moi- 
meme;  j'ai  par  consequent,  ainsi  que  tons  mes  camerades.  etc  temoin 
des  soins  qui  lui  ont  ete  prodigues,  et  sous  la  foi  du  serment  je 
declare  que  tout  a  ete  fait  ici  pour  attenuer  ses  souffrances  et  sauver 
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son  existence.  Je  dois  a  la  verite  de  reconnaitre  que  j'ai  ete  per- 
sonnellement  surpris  de  constater  le  devonement  les  doctenrs  que 
nous  trouvons  toujours  d"hunieur  egale,  prets  a  tous  les  instants  et 
donnant  sans  compter  leur  temps  et  leiir  savoir  pour  arriver  prompte- 
ment  a  Tobtention  de  la  gucrison  de  nos  blessui-es. 

Lc  blesse  dont  il  est  (|uestion  dans  rarticle  du  ■•  Matin  »  et 
dont  je  pourrai,  si  cela  devient  necessaire,  fom-nier  le  nom,  est  jige 
de  65  ans;  il  etait  ici  comme  prisonnier  rivil.  — -  Quand  les  docteurs 
allemands  ont  constate  I'impossibilite  de  guerir  Tulcere  variqueux 
qui  rongeait  sa  jambe,  ils  lui  ont  demande  Tautorisation  de  la  lui 
amputer  en  lui  disant  que  c'etait  le  seul  moyen  d'en  terminer  avec 
ses  souffrances  et  de  revenir  a  la  sante. 

II  a  accepte  Tamputation,  et  roperatit)n  a  part'aitement  reussi. 
Non  seulement  il  a  rcQu  de  bons  soins,  mais  un  service  special  et 
(juotidien  de  lait  et  de  vin  vieux  lui  a  ete  fait  jusqu'a  son  depart. 
Le  jour  de  son  depart,  ce  blcsse  a  lui-meme  demande  a  seirer  la 
main  aux  docteurs  et  devant  nous  tous.  les  a  remercies  pour  les 
bons  soins  (ju'il  avait  recus  d"eux.  Ici,  nous  sommes  presque  tous 
gueris  depuis  longtemps  et  cependant  les  docteurs  nous  gardeut  a 
I'hopital  et  passent  journellement  une  visite  ti-es  approfondie  de  nos 
blessures  et  causent  avec  nous  avec  une  affabilite  (|ui  bien  souvent 
pent  nous  faii'e  oublier  que  leur  nation  est  en  guerre  avec 
le  notre. 

Enfin  potu-  citer  eutr'autres  un  exemple  de  I'absolue  bonne 
volonte  des  docteurs  qui  nous  soignent,  je  vous  citerai  mon  cas 
personnel:  Une  balle  avait  reduit  en  bouillie  la  phalange  du  ponce 
de  ma  main  droite;  pour  sauver  mon  doigt,  les  docteurs  m'ont 
pause  et  soigne  tous  les  jours  pendant  trois  mois,  alors  que  s'ils 
en  avaient  pratique  ramputation,  ils  am-aient  pu  eti-e  debarrasses 
de  Fennui  que  je  leur  causais,  en  une  vingtaine  de  jours.  — 

A  riieure  actuelle  je  suis  gueri  depuis  pres  de  cinq  semaines  et- 
cependant  je  passe  encore  quotidiennement  la  visite  medicale. 

Pour  terminei",  toujours  sous  la  foi  du  serment.  j"affirme  (jue 
nous  sommes  ici  traites  humainement  et  avec  courtoisie  par  les- 
docteurs  allemands  et  que  les  infirmiers  eux-memes  sont  devenus 
pour  la  plupart  des  camarades  pour  nous.  —  Celui  on  ceux  ([ui 
dirent  le  contraire.  mentirent. 

Je  vous  adresse  cette  protestation  de  mon  elan  personnel,  sans- 
avoir  subi  la  moindre  pression,  fortement  emu  d'avoir  constate 
(juelle  peine  la  lecture  de  cet  article  avait  cause  a  notre  docteur  chef. 

Sous  ce  pli.  je  vous  adresse  la  photographie  faite  par  Tun  de 
nos  infirmiei's  allemands,  du  blesse  dont  parle  le  -<  Matin  ».  afin  de 
bien  vous  prouver  que  nous  avons  ete  soignes  ensemble. 

J'aime  ma  France,  je  le  lui  ai  prouve  en  combattaiit  pour  clle 
comme  volontaire:  je  crois  le  lui  prouver  encore  en  empechant  de 
toutes  mes  forces  ((ue  des  gens  mal  intentionnes  et  sans  sei-upules 
la  nourrissent  moralement  de  mensonges  qui  dans  le  cas  present 
ont  tout  le  caractere  d" infamies. 
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Lcs  families  des  prisomiicrs  blessc'S  traites  a  Z\\  icknu  pcuvent 
se  rassurer,  nous  sommes  tres  bien  ici  et  il  est  vrai  (]ue  le  temps 
pout  nous  paraiti'c  long;  ccla  tient  surtout  a  notrc  eloignement  de 
]a  Patrie  et  de  ceux  que  nous  aimous. 

Veuillez  agreer,  Monsieur  le  Redacteur  en  chef,  I'assurance  de 

ma  pai'faite  consideration.  .,    .,,    ,       , 

'■  gez.  (i.  Liiaboua. 

Gustave  Chaboud 

Artiste  peintre 

Prisonnier    de    guerre    blesse,    actuellement    a  Zwickau    en    tSaxe, 

Reserve-Lazarett  II. 

Non  seulement  je  vous  autorise  a  publier  on  faire  publier  la 
presente,  mais  je  vous  en  jji-ie. 

G.  Chaboud. 
Lccteur  du   «  Journal  »   depuis  sa  fondation. 

Adresse: 

Monsieur  le  Kedacteur  en  chef  journal   •<  Le  Journal  » 

100  Rue  Richelieu 

Paris 

For  correct  copy:  Dr.  vSpaltehoIz. 


Reprisal  Measures  against  France. 

Beriin,  9th  July   1915. 

The  luiheard-of  judgement  that  was  passed  by  a  French  mili- 
tary court  on  the  German  cavalry  patrol,  consisting  of  the  Lieutenants 
von  Schiei'stedt  and  Graf  Strachwitz,  tw^o  sub-officers  and  two  men, 
called  forth  a  storm  of  indignation  among  the  German  people  at 
he  time: 

At  the  time  of  the  battle  at  the  Marne,  the  patrol  became  sepa- 
rated from  the  German  troops  and  finding  themselves  behind  the 
French  front  endeavoured  for  the  space  of  three  weeks  to  regain 
their  own  troops.  During  this  time  its  members  commandeered 
whatever  was  absolutely  necessary,  paying  for  same  as  far  as  was 
possible  with  cash.  When  their  strength  was  at  an  end,  they  decided 
to  surrender,  and  as  Lieutenant  von  Schierstedt  had  been  wounded 
in  the  leg,  took  a  horse  and  cai-t  from  a  French  peasant  and  gave 
themselves  up  to  the  nearest  French  troops.  Owing  to  this,  the 
meml)ei's  of  the  pati-ol  were  found  guilty  of  pillaging  (in  an  armed 
band),  Lieutenant  von  Schierstedt  being  condemned  to  5  years  hard 
labour  and  the  others  to  5  j^ears  imprisonment,  all  of  them  to 
degradation. 

When  the  first  reports  of  this  unparalleled  judgement  were 
received  here,  the  German  Government  at    once  demanded   an    ex- 
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planation  froiii  the  French  CTOveriiinent,  reserving  all  tuture  measures 
in  case  of  the  reply  being  unsatisfactoi-y.  It  could  not  be  deduced 
from  the  report  of  the  French  military  court,  nor  i'rom  the  remarks 
of  the  French  Government  aj^pertaining  thereunto,  ^vhich  facts  the 
said  coui't  had  taken  as  a  basis,  nor  what  objections  could  be  had 
to  the  German  pi-otest.  The  German  Government,  therefore,  has 
been  unable  to  recognize  any  legal  basis  for  the  jjunishments  that 
have  been  meted  out  in  this  case.  On  the  contrary,  the  altogether 
insufficient  French  communications  have  but  confirmed  their  view 
of  the  matter  and  legal  conditions  as  depicted  by  the  statements 
made  by  both  officers,  i.  e.,  that  the  behaviour  of  the  members  of  the 
patrol  corresponded  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  war  in  every  detail. 

Unfortunately  the  untiring  efforts  made  by  the  Geiman  Govein- 
ment  to  liave  this  unjust  judgement  abi'ogated,  liave  up  to  this 
been  unsuccessful.  The  only  issue  of  all  the  negotiations  was  that 
LieuTnant  von  .Schierstedt  was  removed  from  La  Kochelle,  wheie 
he  had  been  brought  with  other  convicts  before  lieing  transported 
to  Guyana,  and  taken  to  the  prison  of  Riom  in  which  the  other 
members  of  the  patrol  were  interned,  and  that  finally  the  two 
officers  and  four  men  were  taken  from  this  a;aol  to  the  military 
])rison  in  Avignon. 

After  great  difficulties,  a  representative  ofone of theneutral powers 
was  permitted  to  visit  the  pi-isoners  in  Avignon.  This  gentleman 
has  been  able  to  ascertain  that  the  officers  and  men  had  been 
lodged  separately  from  the  French  convicts  in  the  pilson,  but  that 
they  must  exercise  in  the  same  courtyard,  ai'e  subject  to  the  same 
treatment  and  i-eceive  the  same  rations  as  lattei'.  Lieutenant 
von  Schierstedt  has  Ijecome  a  victim  to  a  severe  nerve  desease, 
owing  to  the  unwarranted  and  disgraceful  treatment  to  which  he 
was  subjected,  and  has  recently  been  i-emoved  to  an  asylum,  in 
which  he  had  been  temporarily  placed  some  time  ago.  All  attempts 
however  to  have  him  released  owing  to  his  present  unfitness  for 
military  service,  have  been  unsuccessful  up  to  the  present. 

The  German  Government  could  not  any  longer  accept  the 
treatment  meted  out  to  gallant  Gei-man  officers  and  soldiers  for  the 
fulfilment  of  their  military  duties  not  in  accordance  with  international 
laws  and  who  had  been  treated  as  common  criminals  instead  of 
honourable  prisoners  of  war.  It,  therefore,  urged  the  French 
Go\ernment  lo  have  the  members  of  the  patrol  removed  at  once 
to  a  prisoners'  camp,  and  that  they  shoxdd  be  treated  there  as  honou- 
rable ])i'is()ners  of  war  accoi-ding  to  their  rank. 

As  these  requests  have  not  been  fulfilled,  now  the  German 
army  Administration  has  seen  itself  obliged  to  remove  6  French 
officers,  prisfuiers  of  war,  to  the  military  prison  in  Spandau,  where 
they  are  subjected  to  the  same  treatment  as  the  members  of  the 
Schierstedt  patrol.  Any  strictei-  measiu'cs  that  may  be  enforced 
regarding  the  German  prisoners  will  be  correspondingly  carried  out 
jTgarding  the  six  officers. 
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IW.  Poincare's  Speech. 

The  " Norddeutsclie  Allgemeine  Zeitung"  writes: 
The  speech  made  by  the  I*resident  of  the  French  RepubHc  on 
the  French  National  Festival  Day  July  14th,  culminates  in  his  urging 
the  Nation  to  continue  the  war,  no  matter  how  long  "until  the 
enenty  be  finally  defeated."  It  is  only  right  for  the  French  President 
to  try  and  encourage  the  country  in  its  hour  of  sore  need.  Speeches, 
however,  cannot  achieve  much  for  any  length  of  time.  Thanks  to 
our  arms,  we  can  await  the  time  when  the  development  of  facts 
^vill  compel  the  French  nation  to  view  the  situation  as  it  really  is. 
The  rest  of  M.  Poincare's  speech  had  the  gist  of  showing  France 
as  the  peaceful  countiy  that  had  been  attacked,  and  acquitting  P'rench 
statesmen  of  all  blame.  It  must  have  been  especially  difficult  for 
^Monsieur  Poincare  to  utter  such  statements,  l)ut  he  too  will  be 
judged  latei"  on  in  history,  which  will  be  able  to  ascertain  that  a 
large  shai-e  of  the  responsibility  for  this  world-war  rests  on  his 
shoulders.  A  great  deal  can  be  said  on  this  subject,  but  to-day  it 
must  suffice  if  we  recall  some  approximate  facts.  ^Vlien  the  national 
festival  was  celebrated  in  Paris  a  year  ago.  Monsieur  Poincare  was 
just  making  preparations  for  his  trip  to  Petersburg  to  celebrate  the 
"Silver- Wedding''  of  the  Dual  Entente  (Zweibund).  Tlie  Press  of 
both  countries  acclaimed  this  trip  with  warlike  applause.  Monsieur 
Poincare  took  a  silvei*  sword  decorated  with  laui-el  and  olive  leaves 
to  Petersburg,  laying  it  at  the  grave  of  Alexander  III. —  a  dumV> 
warning  and  elofjuent  promise  I  In  the  banquet  speeches  reference 
Avas  made  by  both  sides  to  the  activity  of  both  nations'  diplomacy, 
underlined  by  the  Czar  by  the  reference  to  the  brotherly  co-operation 
of  both  armies.  This  "arranged  activity  of  the  diplomats  of  both 
Nations"  marked  out  a  course,  which  made  war  im[)0ssible.  If 
the  President  of  the  French  Republic  declares  to-day  that  Russia 
and  Frant  e  left  nothing  undone  so  as  to  secure  peace,  we  must 
draw  attention  to  the  role  which  the  French  Ambassador  in  St.  Peters- 
burg played  during  the  whole  crisis  before  the  outbreak  of  war, 
in  face  of  these  statements. 

It  can  be  clearly  seen  from  the  English  official  publications 
that  INIonsieur  Paleologue  instead  of  influencing  the  Russian  Go\- 
ernment  in  a  conciliatory  and  moderate  manner,  did  all  in  his  power 
to  increase  the  tension  and  create  an  Austro-Russian  difi'erence  as 
a  conseipience  of  the  Austro-Servian  contlict. 

Immediately  on  publication  of  the  Austrian  Note  to  Servia,  the 
Ambassador  did  all  in  his  power  to  spi-ead  the  rei)ort  in  Russian 
Government  circles  and,  as  far  as  he  could  influence  Russian  public 
opinion,  that  (Jermany  was  not  only  aware  of  the  Note,  but  had 
dictated  it.  At  the  moment  at  which  Germany,  so  as  to  avoid  a 
general  conflagration,  did  its  utmost  witli  the  different  Cabinets  of 
the  Great  Powers  to  ensure  the  Austro-Servian  conflict  being  limited 
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to  these  two  powers.     Monsieur   Paleologue   proclaimed,   wherever 
he  could,  that  the  real  conflict  lay  between  Russia  and  Germany. 

With  the  cleai-  and  evident  intention  of  laying  the  blame  on 
Germany  should  the  tension  be  increased,  the  French  Ambassador 
knowingly  sent  false  i-eports  from  Petersburg  and  omitted  im- 
portant facts. 

Monsieur  Paleologue  sent  the  following  telegram  to  his  Go- 
vernment on  29th  July:  The  German  Ambassador  informed  Herrn 
Sassanow  that  should  Russia  not  cease  military  j)reparations,  the 
German  army  would  be  mobilized.  He  then  added  that  the  tone 
in  which  the  Ambassador  made  this  conununication,  caused  the 
Russian  Government  to  give  orders  for  the  mobilization  of  thirteen 
army-corps  against  Austro-Hungary  on  tlie  same  evening.  In  reality, 
this  conversation  between  Count  Pourtales  and  Herrn  Sassanow, 
to  which  M.  Paleologue  i^efers,  only  took  place  at  7  p.  m.  on  the 
evening  of  29th  July,  whereas  Herr  Sassanow  had  informed  the 
German  Ambassador  at  midday  (of  the  same  day)  that  orders  for 
the  mobilization  of  thirteen  army-corps  against  Austria -Hungary 
would  be  issued  in  the  afternoon.  It  is  hardl}^  credible  iliat  the 
Russian  Minister  shoidd  have  made  this  statement  to  the  German 
representative  and  neglect  to  do  so  to  the  representative  of  its  ally, 
France. 

It  is  also  most  remarkable,  that  on  the  evening  of  31st  July, 
the  day  on  which  the  Russian  general  mo])ilization  was  made  known 
in  Petersburg,  the  French  Government  should  not  have  received 
any  reports  of  these  important  facts  from  her  Petersburg  i-epresen- 
tative.  We  can  only  suppose  that  Monsieur  Paleologue  was  in  no 
hurry  to  make  tliis  fateful  Russian  move,  which  was  disposed  to 
cause  grave  misgivings  among  all  those  who  desii-ed  a  peaceful 
issue,  known  in  France. 

The  tales  of  peace-loving,  invaded  France  are  but  feeble  legends, 
which  can  hardly  be  calculated  to  protect  their  author  from  the 
rage  of  his  countrymen  for  any  length  of  time,  when  German  steel 
will  have  proved  to  be  stronger  than  Monsieur  Poincare's  silver 
sword  decorated  with  laurel  and  olive  leaves. 


War    Journal. 


July  1. 

In  the  Argonnes  to  the  north-west  of  Four  de  Paris,  3  kilo- 
metres of  hostile  trenches  captured.  25  officers,  1,710  French  taken 
prisoners,  18  machine  guns,  40  trench-mortars  and  1  revolver  gim 
captured. 

To  the  south-w^est  of  Calvaria  Russian  heights  captured ;  HOO  Rus- 
sians taken  prisoners. 

The  army  Linsingen  advances  on  the  front  Mariampol  Firle- 
jow.  11  officers,  7,754  Russians  taken  prisoners,  18  machine  guns 
captured.  The  Russians  evacuate  the  brigde-head  of  Tai-Iow. 
700    Russians   taken   prisoners   to   the   south-east   of  Sienno. 

July  2. 

During  the  night  the  French  attacked  our  positions  north-west 
of  Souchez  and  near  Les  Eparges,  but  were  repulsed. 

Our  troops  reach  the  Bug.  Russian  attacks  proceeding  from 
Radom  repulsed. 

The  Enghsh  torpedo  destroyer  "Lighting"  destroyed  either  by 
mine  or  torpedo. 

Naval  battle  off  Gothland.  S.  M.  S.  "Albatros"  ran  ashore 
badly  damaged  after  a  violent  battle  against  hostile  superiority. 
The   crew   received   with   all   kindness   in   Sweden   and   interned. 

An  Italian  torpedo  boat  "17  0s'"  destroyed  in  the  northern 
Adriatic. 

July  3. 

In  the  Argonnes,  our  troops  have  continued  their  offensive.  The 
booty  taken  amounts  to  2,519  prisoners,  35  officers,  25  machine  guns. 
72  trench  mortars,  and  1  revolver  gun.  Four  French  attacks  at  Les 
Eparges  were  easily  repulsed. 

The  army  Linsingen  made  3.000  prisoners  at  Zlota-Lipa. 

German  aircraft  dropped  bombs  on  the  Languard  Fort  of  Har- 
wich and  upon  an  English  tlottilla  of  destroyers.  They  also  attacked  the 
fortified  railway  works  of  Nancy  and  Dombasle,  and  the  barrier  fort 
of  Remiremont. 

Italian  attacks  at  Repipuglia  and  Woltschach  repulsed. 

July  4. 

On  both  sides  of  Croix  des  Carmes,  on  the  west  border  of  Bois- 
le-Pretre,  our  troops  yesterday  morning  stormed  hostile  positions  on 
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a  front  of  1,600  yards  to  a  depth  of  over  400  yards.  We  captured  a 
thousand  French  prisoners,  2  field-guns,  4  machine  guns,  and  7  mine- 
throwing  howitzers. 

The  Russian  front  at  Krasnik  pierced. 

An  English  aerial  attack  on  the  German  Bight  repulsed. 


July  5. 

The  French  attacked  twice  at  Les  Eparges,  but  were  repulsed^ 

To  the  west  of  the  Suwalki-Calvaria  road,  a  wood  that  had 
been  fortified  was  taken  by  storm  and  500  Russians  made  prisoners. 

Four  Italian  army  corps  repulsed  between  the  Gorz  bridge- 
head and  the  Adriatic. 

The  French  mail-steamer  "Carthage"  sunk  by  a  German  sub- 
marine ofi  Cape  Helios. 


July  6. 

During  the  shelling,  fire  broke  out.  in  Arras  and  the  Cathedral 
was  destroyed.  We  captured  about  1,500  yards  of  enemy  positions 
near  Ailly-Apremont. 

Russian  reinforcements  attacked  at  Krasnik.  The  Austro- 
Hungarian  troops  withdraw. 


July  7. 

The  French  driven  back  at  Souchez. 

A  Russian  position  to  the  west  of  the  Upper  Vistula  captured. 
The  Italian    armed   cruiser  "Amalfi"  sunk  by  an  Austro-Hun- 
garian  sul)marine. 


July  8. 

French  trenches   in  Bois-le-Pretre   captured.     Hill  631   at  Ban- 
de-Sapt  evacuated  by  the  Germans. 


July  9. 

French  attacks  at  Ban-de-Sapt  collapsed  before  our  artillery  fire. 

A  Russian  attack  at  Osowiec  repulsed. 

German  Note  in  reply  to  the  jVmerican  Note  referring  to  the 
"Lusitania"  affair  sent  to  the  United  States. 

The  German  forces  in  German  South-west  Africa  consisting  of 
204  officers  and  3,166  men  surrendered  to  General  Botha. 
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July  10. 

An  English  attack  to  the  north  ofYpres?  fails.  French  attacks 
at  Souchez-Ablain,  Ailly-Apremont  and  in  Bois-le-Pretre  were  re- 
pulsed. 

July  11. 

South-east  of  Ypres  we  blew  up  a  portion  of  the  English  po- 
sition. South  of  Souchez,  the  much  contested  semetery  is  again  in 
our  possession,   165  French  being  made  prisoners. 

On  the  road  between  Suwalki  and  Kalwarja  our  troops  stormed 
an  enemy  advanced  position  on  a  front  of  4  kilometres. 

The  cruiser  "Konigsberg"  wrecked  by  British  warships  at  the 
Rufiji  river  German  East-Africa,  \vhere  it  had  taken  i-efuge  last 
November. 

July  12. 

Further  progress  from  Souchez.  During  the  course  of  the 
evening  and  night,  the  enemy  attacked  our  position  in  the  Bois-le- 
Pretre  four  times,  but  all  attacks  collapsed  with  great  losses  before 
our  lines. 

Montenegrean  forces  repulsed  at  Herzogowinean  frontier. 

July  13. 

The  German  attacks  in  the  Argonnes  were  crowned  with  com- 
plete success.  South-west  of  Boureuilles  our  troops  stormed  an  enemy 
position  on  a  height,  on  a  front  of  about  3  kilometres  and  a  depth 
of  1  kilometre.  We  took  more  than  3,000  prisoners,  2  guns,  2  re- 
volver-cannons and  6  machine  guns. 

July  14. 

Near  Souchez,  French  attacks  were  made  at  several  points, 
occasionally  with  strong  forces,  but  were  repulsed  everywhere. 
The  French  made  repeated  attempts  to  retake  the  positions,  which 
we  captured  in  the  Argonnes  valley. 

South-west  of  Kolno,  we  occupied  the  village  of  Krusca  taking 
2,400  Russian  prisoners,  and  occupied  the  strongly  fortified  town 
of  Przasnysz. 

Turkish  successes  reported  from  the  front  at  Irak.  The  English 
repulsed,  suffering  very  heavy  losses. 

July  15. 

A  portion  of  the  trenches  at  Souchez  lost.  In  the  Argonnes, 
all  enemy  attacks  repulsed,  116  officers  and  7,009  French,  having 
been  made  prisoners  since  20th  June. 

Our  troops  crossed  the  Windau  north  of  Popeljany. 
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July  16. 

The  offensive  which  Fieldmarshal  von  Hinde^iburg  began  some 
days  ago,  has  led  to  great  events.  The  army  commanded  by  General 
von  Below  is  progressing  victoriously,  our  cavalry  having  defeated 
the  Russian  cavalry  north  of  Kurszany  and  making  2,460  prisoners, 
3  guns  and  6  machine-guns  being  captured.  Several  regiments  under 
General  von  Gallwitz  broke  through  the  Russian  lines  at  Przasnysz. 
The  Russians  retreating  on  the  line  Ciechanow-Krasiiosielc,  which 
has  also  been  penetrated  by  the  advancing  German  troops.  17,600 
prisoners,  13  guns,  40  machine-guns,  and  7  trench  -  mortars  being 
taken  by  our  troops.  The  army  commanded  by  General  von  Scholtz, 
took  2,500  prisoners  and  8  machine-giuis.  Several  Russian  advanced 
positions  situated  on  the  Bug,  have  been  taken  by  the  troops  com- 
manded by  General  von  Mackensen.  West  of  the  Wieprz,  German 
troops  broke  through  the  Russian  lines,  making  6,400  Russians 
prisoners  and  capturing  8  machine-guns. 

Italian  attacks  on  the  Dolomiten  front  repulsed. 

July  17. 

Portions  of  the  arnij'^  conmianded  by  General  von  Below,  defeated 
Russian  reinforcements  near  Alt-Autz,  capturing  3,620  prisoners, 
6  guns  and  3  machine-guns.  Between  the  Pissa  and  the  Vistula, 
the  Russians  continue  to  retreat,  being  closely  pursued  by  the  troops 
commanded  by  the  Generals  von  Scholtz  and  vonGallwitz.  The  strongly 
consolidated  positions  at  Mlodzianowo  and  Karniewo  penetrated. 

The  offensive  undertaken  by  the  army  under  General  von  Woyrsch 
is  making  successful  progress,  our  troops  having  taken  about  2,000 
metres  of  the  enemy  trencli  and  compelling  the  Russians  to  retreat: 
2,(»00  prisoners  and  5  machine-guns  taken.  The  troops  fighting 
under  General  von  Mackensen  stormed  the  heights  between  Pilacz- 
kowice  and  Krasnostaw. 

July  18. 

Further  violent  fighting  reported  from  Souchez.  To  the  south- 
west of  Les  Elparges,  fighting  is  progressing  attended  by  varying 
success;  313  French  taken  prisoners. 

Tuckum  and  Schluxt  (south-west  of  Mitau)  captured;  Windau 
occupied.  Between  the  Pissa  and  the  Skawa,  the  Russians  evacuate 
their  positions  and  retreat  to  the  Narew.  The  army  Galhvitz  has 
ai-rived  at  the  Narew  hue,  south-west  of  Ostrolenka,  reaching  as  far 
as  ISowo-Georgiewsk;  the  Russians  retreat  across  the  Narew,  the 
ntimber  of  prisoners  having  increased  to  28,800. 

The  army  Woyrsch  takes  Russian  positions  near  Ciepalow  by 
storm:  Silesian  Landwehr-troops  penetrating  the  enemy  main  position 
and  the  entire  enemy  line  showing  signs  of  being  shaken.  A  fresh 
Russian    division    of  Guards    was    defeated    near   Krasnostaw    and 
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Pilaskovvice.     Austrian  troops  crossed  the  Bug  near  Sokal.     16,250 
Russians  taken  prisoners  between   16th  and  18th  July. 

The  Italian  armoured  cruiser  "Giuseppe  Garibaldi"  torpedoed 
and  sunk  by  an  Austrian  submarine  off  Ragusa. 


July  19. 

An  English  attack  on  the  Hooge-Ypres  road  repulsed. 

The  Russians  repulsed  in  Kurland  at  all  points.  To  the  north 
of  Nowogrod  enemy  positions  were  taken.  The  fortifications  of 
Ostrolenka  situated  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Narew,  occupied. 
The  Blonie-Grodec  position  south  of  the  Vistula,  reached. 

The  troops  under  command  of  General  von  Woyrsch  forced 
the  Russians  from  their  position  behind  the  Ilzanka  sector;  5,000  pri- 
soners were  taken.  Cavalry  troops  reach  the  Radom-Iwangorod 
railway. 

Italian  attacks  directed  against  the  Gorz  bridge-head  repulsed; 
the  Italians  suffering  heavy  losses. 

The  South-Wales  miners  strike. 


July  20. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Miinster,  vigorous  fighting  took  place, 
several  French  attacks  being  repulsed. 

West  of  Shavli,  the  last  Russian  entrenchments  have  been 
stormed  and  occupied.  On  the  Dubissa,  east  of  Rossieny,  the  German 
attack  broke  through  the  Russian  lines.  Here  too  the  enemy  has 
fallen  back.  The  Russian  lines  at  Wladislawow  at  the  Iwangorod 
bridge-head  taken. 

Fresh  Italian  defeats  reported  from  the  plain  of  Doberdo. 

July  21. 

In  the  \'osges  yesterday,  the  enemy  attacked  six  times  south- 
west of  the  Reichsackerkopf,  but  was  repulsed  suffering  great  losses. 

The  Russians  are  retreating  on  the  entire  front  from  Lake 
Rakiewo  (near  Shavli)  to  the  Njemen.  South  of  the  Vistula,  the 
Russians  were  pressed  back  into  the  enlarged  bridge-liead  position 
of  Warsaw. 

The  great  bridge-head  positions  near  Lagow  and  Lugowa  Wola 
were  stormed  by  our  brave  Silesian  troops. 

July  22. 

Enemy  night-attacks  in  the  Bois  le  Pretre  thwarted.  In  the 
Vosges,  the  enemy  was  pressed  back  on  the  Lingekopf-Barrenkopf 
line.   Military  aeroplanes  dropped  bombs  on  the  railway  at  St.-Hilaire. 


70 

In  Kurland,  the  pursuit  of  the  Russians  continues,  6,550  pri- 
soners taken  and  3  guns  captured. 

The  western  bank  of  the  Vistula  from  Janowzice  as  far  as 
Granice  cleared  of  the  enemy.  The  Russians  forced  to  retreat 
between  the  Vistula  and  the  Bug. 


July  23. 

During  the  course  of  the  fighting  at  Miinster,  the  enemy  lost 
2,600  killed  before  our  trenches. 

The  troops  commanded  by  General  von  Below,  defeated  the 
V.  Russian  Army,  which  was  dispersed  at  Schaulen. 

The  fortresses  Rozan  and  Pultusk  on  the  Narew  taken  by  tlie 
troops  commanded  by  General  von  Gallwitz. 

The  enemy  pressed  back  across  the  Vistula  to  the  north-west 
of  Iwangorod.  Since  14th  July  128,000  prisoners  have  been  made 
on  the  entire  east  front. 

Austrian  cruisers  shelled  the  railway  on  the  Italian  east-coast 
doing  great  damage. 

July  24. 

The  French  occupied  part  of  our  foremost  trenches  near  Launois. 
Bombs  dropped  on  Dimkirk. 

On  the  Narew  front,  our  troops  forced  a  crossing  below  Ostro- 
lenka  as  far  as  Pultusk.  Sevei'al  Russian  positions  to  the  west  of 
Blonie  captured. 

Nisht-attacks  carried  out  bv  the  Italians  on  the  Doberdo-i)lateau 
repulsed,  the  enemy  suffering  heav\'  losses. 


July  25. 

North  of  the  Njemen,  General  Below's  army  has  reached  the 
district  of  Polwol  and  Poniewitz.  On  the  Narew  front,  our  troops 
have  forced  a  crossing  also  above  Ostrolenka.  Our  troops  are 
slowly  pushing  the  enemy  back  towards  the  Bug. 

Renewed  violent  Italian  attacks  on  the  plateau  of  Doberdo 
repulsed. 

July  26. 

A  new  Russian  offensive  coming  from  the  direction  of  the 
Goworowo-Wyszkow-Serok  line,  failed.  Our  troops  took  3,300 
prisoners,  capturing  13  machine  guns. 

To  the  north  of  Houbieszow  the  enemy  driven  back  and  3,941 
Russians  taken  prisoners. 
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July  27. 

Silesian  troops  recaptured  the  trenches  that  had  been  taken  by 
the  French  to  the  north-west  of  Souchez,  taldng  4  machine  guns. 
Violent  and  stu1)born  fighting,  which  ended  victoriously  for  us  on 
the  Lingekopf-Barrenkopf  line. 

Our  attacks  at  Rozan  continue  to  progress.  Goworowo  capt- 
ured. Russian  counter-attacks  on  the  Narew  are  thwarted.  Pierunow 
to  the  west  of  Blonie  taken  by  storm. 

Italian  attacks  on  the  plateau  of  Doberdo  still  unsuccessful, 
their  losses  estimated  at  100,000  men. 


•    July  28. 

French  attacks  to  the  west  of  Souchez  repulsed.  North-west 
of  the  Suwalki-Olita  railway  line  part  of  the  enemy  positions  occupied, 
210  prisoners  being  taken  and  2  machine  guns.  Renewed  Russian 
attacks  on  the  Narew  front  repulsed. 

The  Italians  retire  to  their  former  positions  near  Gorz. 

The  Russians  defeated  by  the  Turks  at  the  Hill  of  Grebudo 
on  the  Caucasian  front. 

July  29. 

Renewed  fighting  reported  from  the  Lingekopf-Barrenkopf  line. 

The  allied  armies  recommence  their  offensive  in  southern  Poland 
and  Galicia.  To  the  west  of  the  Wieprz  the  Russian  front  pene- 
trated by  Mackensen's  troops.  The  Russian  front  between  the 
Vistula  and  Bug  shaken. 

July  30. 

During  the  course  of  attacks  on  Hooge  (to  the  east  of  Ypres)  the 
English  completely  defeated,  4  machine  guns  and  5  trench  mortars 
being  captured. 

At  Lomza  and  Goworowo   1,890  Russians  taken  prisoners. 

The  troops  commanded  by  General  von  Woyrsch  push  forward 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Vistula  towards  the  east,  taking  1,600  pris- 
oners. 4,930  prisoners  taken  at  Biscupice-Piaski  and  5  guns  and 
8  trench  mortars  captured. 

Lublin  occupied. 

July  31 

An  English  attack  on  Hooge  and  French  attacks  on  Souchez 
repulsed. 

Successful  airfights  took  place  at  Nancy  and  Chateau-Salins. 
From  20th  June  till  20th  July,  6,610  men  and  125  officers  were 
taken  prisoners  in  the  Argonnes  and  52  machine  guns  captured. 
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Progress  reported  north-east  of  Rozan.  In  July,  95,023  Russians 
were  made  prisoners  between  the  Baltic  Sea  and  the  Piliza,  41  guns, 
4  trench  mortars  and  230  machine  guns  captured. 

To  the  north  of  Iwangorod  enemy  attacks  repulsed  and  the 
liight  of  Pedzamcze  captured.  Between  the  Vistula  and  the  Bug,  the 
enemy  rallied  again,  but  his  attacks  were  repulsed.    Cholm  occupied. 

The  Juli  booty  on  the  south-eastern  theatre  of  war  taken  by 
the  German  troops  is  estimated  at:  76,041  prisoners,  10  guns  and 
126  machine  guns.  The  Austro-Hungarian  troops  took  126,838  pris- 
oners,  16  guns  and  102  machine  guns. 


German  Soldiers'  Letters 

published    in    the   press  by   the   Soldiers'   parents  and   relations. 

1.  From  the  Western  Theatre  of  War. 
The  battle  of  Moulin-sous-Touvent. 

A  German  sub-officer's  letter. 

They  were  the  most  dreadful  days  of  the  whole  war  with  the 
exception  of  Soissons  (on  10th  January).  Tiie  wounded  and  killed 
lay  every  where,  in  some  cases  fearfully  mutilated!  1  never  thought 
to  set  out  of  this  dangerous  situation  alive. 

I  shall  try  to  describe  in  a  lew  words  the  last  lew  days  spent 
in  the  first  line.  At  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  13th  June,  we 
moved  into  the  first  line,  where  to  our  right — in  the  same  trench 
at  about  900  metres  distance  the  French  were,  for  they  had  suc- 
ceeded in  the  course  of  their  attack  on  5th  June  in  penetrating 
our  foremost  line.  We  were  only  separated  from  them  by  barri- 
cades consisting  of  sand-bags  and  were  subjected  to  a  fearful  ar- 
tillery fire.  The  14th,  was  the  day  selected  for  an  attack  on  which 
we  were  to  throw  the  French  out  of  our  positions,  and  for  this 
were  obliged  to  thi-ow  up  the  assault  entrenchments  during  the 
night.     It  was  about  4  o'clock  in  the    morning    when    we    retired, 

the th  occupying  the  trenches  and   we   came   in   the   second 

line.  The  attack  was  timed  for  10  o'clock,  Init  the  enemy  artillery 
was  so  frightful  and  worked  such  havoc  among  our  men  that  it 
could  not  be  properly  carried  out,  and  on  this  account  we  were 
only  able  to  capture  about  a  hundred  yards  of  trenches.  As  every- 
thing was  shot  to  ruins,  we  stai-ted  at  once  to  repair  the  ti'cnches 
in  the  dark.  On  tlie  morning  of  the  15th,  we  were  sent  to  bomb- 
proof shelters  and  the th  were  on  duty.    The  enemy  artillery 

l)egan  again  very  violently  towards  S  o'clock  and  our  losses  con- 
tinued to  increase.  Towards  9  o'clock,  our  trenches  had  been 
razed    to    the    arround,    and   I  and  3  other  men    were  almost  com- 

_ 

pletely  cut  ofl^"  from  our  platoon.  I  did  not  know  what  to  do  and 
yet  I  had  to  keep  up  the  other  mens'  spii-its.  although  I  was  not 
Aery  cheerful  myself.  The  enemy  artilleiy  became  worse  and  worse 
and  such  masses  of  earth  were  thrown  in  on  us  it  was  all  we 
could  do  to  keep  baling  it  out  so  as  not  to  be  buried  alive. 

Towards  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  enemy  artillery  abated 
somewhat  and  I  endeavoured  to  see  where  on\-  company  was.  I 
had  to  creep  along  the  ruined  trench,  which  went  on  all  right  for 
about  30  yards.     Then  I  must  have  attracted  attention,  as  a  grenade 


l)iii-st  about  5  metres  oft",  and  I  Avas  buried  under  the  l'allin<i'  earth, 
however  I  was  able  to  extricate  myself  and  returned  to  my  com- 
rades being  buried  3  times  under  the  debris  caused  by  exploding 
grenades,  however  I  managed  to  get  back  quite  safely.  When  1 
)-eaclied  my  comrades,  my  strength  was  spent  and  I  collapsed  com- 
pletely, but  1  regained  consciousness  after  about  an  hoiu-,  and  the 
only  thing  for  us  to  do  was  stick  it  out.  The  grenades  burst  all 
roiuid  us,  and  we  were  ])repared  to  be  buried  or  blown  to  bits 
eveiy  moment,  none  of  us  thought  there  was  any  possibility  of 
escajie.  We  had  been  two  days  with  nothing  to  drink  diu-ing  this 
fearful  heat  and  had  had  very  little  to  eat. 

At  last,  about  10  o'clock  in  the  evening,  our  sergeant  major 
came  looking  for  us  and  was  delighted  to  find  us  alive,  as  they 
had  given  up  all  hope  and  thought  we  had  been  buried.  He  said, 
that  we  would  l)e  relie\ed  at  1  a.  m.  and  that  until  then  we  were 
to  thi'ow  up  the  i-uined  trench,  which  we  willingly  did,  as  we  wei'e 
delighted  at  the  thought  of  being  relie\ed. 

On  the  16th.  towards  1  a.m.,  the  eagerly  awaited  relief  came. 
It  was  about  3  o'clock  when  we  reached  N  .  .  .  .  and  got  some  food 
and  drink  from  the  field-kitchen.  Towards  4  o'clock,  we  lay  down 
on  a  woody  slope  to  sleep.  Suddenly  a  most  fearful  artillery  fire 
began  and  we  saw  at  once  that  the  French  were  attacking  again 
and  we  shoidd  not  get  much  rest.  At  8  a.  m.  we  got  orders  to 
ad^  an  e  again.    As  tlie  Fi-ench  kept  the  communications  under  fire, 

1  had  two  men  injured  while  we  were  advancing.  About  10  o'clock, 
we  arrived  at  oui-  destination  and  waited  hei'e  for  fui'ther  ordei-s. 
At  last  we  got  an  order.  Our  company  leader  collected  the  sub- 
officers  and  platoon  leaders  and  told  us  that  our  company  must  take 
the  trench  in  which  the  French  were  at  all  costs.  That  was  just 
Avhat  we  wanted  to  do.  I  and  another  sub-officer  offered  to  2:0  as 
volunteers  and  were  assigned  to  the  3rd  platoon,  as  the  2nd  was 
ke])t  back  in  reserve  for  the  present.  When  we  had  collected  sufficient 
liand-grenades  we  advanced  by  way  of  the  communication  trenches 
passing  over  corpses  all  the  time.  At  last,  Ave  were  pretty  near 
the  French.  1  threw  a  hand-grenade  into  their  trench  and  in  a  few 
moments  we  had  made  our  first  prisoners. 

But  on  our  side,  one  comrade  after  the  other  was  obliged  to 
leave  the  fighting  line,  they  were  either  \Aounded,  or  killed.    Towards 

2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  our  lieutenant  was  wounded  and  he 
enti'usted  me  with  command  of  the  platoon.  By  this  time  we  had 
made  164  prisoners.  I  now  took  command  and  we  advanced  slowly 
but  surely,  making  4  officers  and  86  men  prisoners.  At  3  p.  m.. 
we  joined  the  .  .  .  .  th  and  the  trench  was  completely  clcai-ed  of  the 
French.  1  at  oiu-e  sent  the  repoi't  "we  have  the  ti-ench"  and  requested 
i-einforcements.  whereupon  three  groups  each  consisting  of  9  men 
came  up.  I  distributed  the  men,  so  as  to  ward  off  any  coxmter- 
attacks,   which  the   PVench  might  institute. 


I 


Wlieii  the  FreiK'li  remarked  that  we  had  got  possession  of  the 
trench,  their  artillery  recommenced  with  learfnl  violence  and  very 
soon  I  was  again  ohliged  to  ask  for  reinrorcements,  at  the  same 
time  stating  that  I  was  too  excited  to  continue  leading  the  platoon, 
and  1  asked  the  lieutenant  in  command  ol"  the  "ind  platoon  to  come 
forward.  Finally  he  did  so  coming  on  a\  ith  iiis  men  and  taking 
over  mv  command.  He  told  me  to  go  to  the  right  wing  so  that 
he  \vouId  know  that  there  was  a  sub-ofticer  there. 

AVhile  I  was  proceeding  thither,  an  enemy  grenade  hurst  in  the 
trench,  kno(;king  me  down  and  burying  me  midei'  the  debris.  Two 
men  hurried  up  and  exti-icated  me.  Then  I  felt  a  fearful  burning- 
pain  down  my  back  and  knew  at  once  that  I  had  been  woiuuled. 
I  sent  word  to  the  lieutenant  that  I  was  wounded  and  had  to  go 
ba  k,  but  I  had  hai-dly  arrived  at  the  dressing  stati(m.  when  I  was 
told  that  the  lieutenant  had  just  been  killed,  shot  through  the  head. 
He  had  only  retui-ned  from  his  leave  during  which  he  had  become 
•engaged,  two  days  ago.  Wliat  a  short  dream  of  love  I  Our  casualities 
■were  very  high  these  days. 

(Berlhirr  Tuokalanzeigcr,  July  3,  1915.) 


A  Fight  in  the  Air. 

From  a  Fieldpost  Letter. 

Our  patrol  was  just  finishing  its  job,  transporting  a  numl)er 
of  serioTisly  wounded  from  the  Keichsackerkopf  down  to  the  Red 
Cross  dressing  station.  Darlyiess  was  quickly  falling,  as  the  sun 
had  just  disappeared  behind  the  ridges  of  the  Vosges.  On  the  horizon, 
a  German  army  by-plane  could  be  seen  coming  at  a  great  height 
from  the  east,  flying  over  the  charming  little  town  of  Baden  in 
Minister,  then  crossing  our  lines  and  making  direct  for  the  enemy. 
Suddenly  a  French  by-plane  also  appeared,  coming  from  the  west 
and  evidently  trying  to  have  a  glimpse  at  our  positions. — It  was 
^n  exciting  moment — the  two  air-machines  approached  each  other 
quickly,  presenting  us  with  an  exciting  spectacle.  The  P'rench  pilot 
was  soon  obliged  to  admit  that  his  opponent  was  superior.  The 
■German  avoided  all  the  French  pilot's  nuinoeuvres  witli  incredible 
skill  so  that  latter  was  obliged  to  take  to  flight.  This  was  the 
sign  for  our  airman  to  begin  an  attack.  He  quickly  fastened  himself 
on  to  the  fleeing  Frenchman  and  his  ol)servcr  seemed  to  aim  at  the 
inmates  of  the  hostile  machine  with  calm  deliberation,  as  it  was 
soon  observed  to  hU'ch  considerably.  The  German  made  a  bold 
ascent  at  a  very  sharp  angle  so  that  he  was  directly  above  the 
Frenchman  and  at  the  same  moment  we  could  see  the  enemy  descend 
in  a  steep  gliding  flight.  Three  seconds  later,  enoi'uious  flames 
Avei-e  seen  sjiringing  up  from  the  Tuachine,  and  a  loud  explosion 
took  place,  tearing  the  machine  to  bits.  The  motoi-  and  two  hiuuan 
beings  were  dashed  to  the  ground  and  only  some  parts  of  the  wings 
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A\ere  Mown  about  tor  a  few  moments  like  paper  thing  in  the  air. 
Prohahly  the  German  observer  had  finished  off  the  enemy  tliat  liad 
ah-eady  been  wounded  by  means  of  a  well-aimed  incendary  bomb. 
The  French  artillery  that  had  witnessed  the  ocenrrence  opened  a 
violent  fire  on  the  departing  Germans,  but  the  proud  victors  were 
successful  in  making  off.  All  the  German  comrades  that  had 
witnessed  this  exciting  drama  in  the  air,  followed  them  with   their 

good  wishes.  (Frankfurter  Zeitiiny,  July  3,  1915.) 


2.   From  the  Eastern  Theatre  of  War. 
Ten  Months  of  Russian  Rule  in  Leniberg. 

Lemberg  itself  is  intact,  but  all  around  the  capital  of  mifor- 
tunate  Galicia,  deatli  has  laid  a  broad  ring.  Amidst  the  graves  of" 
tlie  September  battles  decorated  with  their  little  wooden  crosses^ 
the  ruined  castlos,  farms  and  villages,  the  felled  woods,  ruined 
parks,  the  fallen  trees  at  the  sides  of  the  roads,  the  entrenchments 
and  the  wire  obstacles,  once  more  the  violent  and  bitter  fighting 
for  the  fate  of  the  town  tlares  up.  The  Russian  porters  and  ambu- 
lance-men disappeared  from  the  railway,  the  Russian  soldiers,^ 
officers,  police,  popen,  merchants,  detectives  and  demi-mondaines- 
disappeared  frona  the  streets,  the  Russian  newspapers  from  the 
Cafes,  and  the  Russian  standard  from  the  town-hall.  Only  the 
Russian  sign-post  notices  and  proclamations  remained,  dumb  testi- 
monies of  a  power  that  had  passed. 

A  Polish  lady  that  had  spent  all  this  time  in  Lembei'g,  and. 
Avhose  husband  had  been  taken  as  a  hostage  by  the  Russians,  told 
me  the  following:  "None  of  us  will  ever  forget  that  fateful  Sep- 
tember day  when  the  first  reports  were  spread  that  the  town  would 
have  to  be  evacuated.  We  were  all  paralysed  Avith  fear.  Infantry^ 
army  service  corps,  and  cavalry  passed  through  the  streets  towards 
Grodek  in  perfect  order.  Between  them  Russian  prisoners  were 
marching  and  automobiles  rushed  by  with  General  Staff  officers, 
and  dismounted  air-machines.  Thousands  of  poor  Jews  fastened 
on  to  the  soldiers,  who  generously  shared  their  food  with  then> 
and  now  and  then  allowed  these  poor  worn-out  creatures  to  pack 
up  their  bundles  on  the  military  carts.  After  that,  the  town  re- 
mained deadly  still  between  the  t\vo  fronts  until  the  white  flag  on  the 
town-hall  gave  way  to  the  Russian  standard.  The  Russians  marched 
in  to  the  strains  of  mai-tial  music,  infantry  and  armj^-service-corps 
on  the  streets  with  Cossaks  to  the  left  and  right  on  the  paths. 
The  Cossaks  had  pillaged  what  they  could  en  route  and  now 
strange  trading  began.  They  changed  Banknotes  for  100  and  evei> 
1,000  Kronen,  for  50  or  WO  Kronen  in  silver  and  sold  ])0xes  con- 
taining a  hundred  Trabuco-Cigars,  which  they  had  stolen  from  the 
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cigar-factory  Wiuniki  for  two  Kronen.  Some  of  tlieir  otlier  bai-gaiiis 
were  less  advantageous  for  the  population.  The  soldiers  grahbed 
peaceful  inhabitants  by  the  leg  in  the  open  street,  thereby  making 
them  fall  and  then  removing  their  shoes.  They  then  asked  the 
time  of  day  and  spared  their  victim  thus  questioned,  the  trouble 
of  answering  by  removing  his  watcli.  My  father,  an  old  gentleman 
of  74  years  of  age,  stood  at  the  door  of  the  house  watching  a 
com])any  of  infantry  pass  by.  One  of  the  soldiers  who  was  quite 
drunk,  suddenly  rushed  from  the  ranks  attempting  to  bayonet  my 
father.  As  latter  jumped  back  in  good  time,  the  drunken  fellow 
lost  his  balance  and  tumbled  to  the  ground,  from  where  he  was 
helped  to  rise  by  kicks,  which  were  freely  distributed  by  a  sub- 
officer.  The  Prohibition  of  alcohol  throughout  the  entire  Russian 
army  was  rigidly  enforced,  but  the  thirsty  soldiers  always  found 
out  new  means  of  evading  it.  In  the  sprit-factory  at  Janow  they 
drank  up  whatever  the  casks  contained  and  another  time  they  dis- 
covered a  cask  of  liqueur  that  had  been  buried,  emptying  it.  In 
spite  of  the  heavy  punishment  threatened,  many  of  the  Jews  ex- 
changed alcohol  for  various  articles  of  clothing,  equipment  such  as 
field-glasses  etc.  The  furniture  found  in  the  forsaken  dwelling 
houses  was  looked  upon  as  public  property  and  the  Russians 
sent  furniture  carts  full  of  goods  to  Russia.  They  stole  all  the 
silver  and  porcelain  from  the  town-hall,  as  well  as  most  valuable 
paintings  and  other  objets  d'  arts  from  the  palace  of  Prince 
Lubomirski. 

The  families  of  the  officials  were  in  great  difficulties  on  account 
of  our  being  cut  off  from  the  Monarchy.  Tlie  National  Bank,  which 
together  with  the  Hypothekenbank  (Mortgage  Bank)  and  the  Bank 
for  Industry  were  the  only  ones  that  were  open,  had  in  the  beginning 
a  large  quantitv  of  readj^  money,  as  on  the  Russians'  approach  the 
Lemberg  merchants  sold  off  most  of  their  wares  and  had  deposited 
their  receipts.  On  this  account  they  were  able  to  provide  the  Ad- 
ministration with  60,000  Kronen  intended  for  the  official  salaries. 
Later  on  however,  they  were  unable  to  give  any  more  assistance, 
so  that  many  families  sviffered  great  want.  I  once  saw  a  lady  of 
my  acquaintance  sitting  begging  in  the  street.  The  more  active 
among  us  helped  ourselves  and  each  other  as  far  as  possible.  I  did 
the  cooking  for  my  officers  whenever  they  did  not  attend  mess. 
My  son,  a  13  years  old  schoolboy  took  a  situation  with  a  Russian 
merchant  as  a  messenger-boy.  Other  ladies  traded  with  cakes,  sweets 
and  victuals,  their  husbands  with  coal  and  wood,  often  having  to 
break  the  wood  themselves;  the  sons  supported  themselves  as  nevvs- 
paper-boA^s,  waiters,  musicians,  tramway  conductors  etc.  Better  class 
people  went  about  in  tattered  clothes,  appeasing  their  hunger,  while 
demi-mondaines  and  former  maid-servants  rustled  in  silk  and  supped 
at  the  most  expensive  restaurants.  The  prices  of  victuals  increased. 
A  kilo  of  sugar  cost  1 1/2  Kronen,  and  a  kilo  of  butter  6  Kronen. 
As  there  was  no  cash,  2  Kronen-Notes  of  the  free  town  of  Lemberg 
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■were   issued,    which    how  ever   liad    (uily    a  cMiiTeiit    value    ei(ualliug 
1    Krone. 

Summonses,  fines,  decrees  and  threats  showered  down.  The 
whole  register  of  the  Russian  system  of  punishment  from  stripes  to 
banishment  or  the  hangman,  was  carried  out.  Tiie  Ruthenian  books 
includinsi-  ])rayer  books,  wei'c  desti-oyed:  any  one  in  possession  of 
Ukranian  writings  was  threatened  with  fines  up  to  3.00U  Roubles,  or 
3  months  imprisonment.  The  Poles  were  treated  in  the  same  manner. 
Russian  chronology  was  introduced.  The  children  of  Greek  Catholic 
parents  were  not  allowed  to  attend  Roman  Catholic  .Schools. 
300  Ruthenian  children  were  removed  to  an  educational  institution 
at  Charkow  and  instructed  there  according  to  Russian  orthodox, 
rites  against  the  will  of  their  parents.  Specially  selected  popen 
carried  out  a  Missions-Propaganda,  which  the  Government  supported 
by  means  of  processions,  thus  the  houses  in  the  Walowagae  from 
which  it  was  alleged  that  shots  had  been  fired  on  tlie  Russian  sol- 
diers, were  confiscated,  but  the  Jewish  proprietors  \vere  promised 
to  have  them  returned  in  case  of  their  Ijeing  baptised.  The  number 
of  arrests  and  banished  can  be  counted  in  thousands.  At  the  very 
beginning,  all  the  pensioned  ott  k.  k.  officers  wei-e  arrested,  among 
whom  was  General  Ryck,  80  years  of  age,  one  of  the  participators 
of  the  fighting  at  Sebastopol.  He  said  to  the  policeman  who  took 
him  ofll":  "At  Sebastopol,  wlien  1  was  young  and  could  still  carry 
weapons,  you  were  not  able  to  \anquish  me — but  to-day  you 
arrest  a  defenceless  old  man.  You  can  do  it.  Take  me  you  band!'' 
Furthei-more.  all  able-bodied  men  between  18 — 50  years  of  age  were 
declared  to  be  prisoners  of  war.  thus  the  official  communicpies  were 
swelled  at  a  cheap  rate.  But  here  too,  the  Rouble  played  an  important 
part  as  is  the  case  everywhere  in  Russia.  ^Nlany  a  one,  who  gave 
10  Roubles,  was  described  in  his  Pass  as  being  15  yeaivs  of  age, 
notwithstanding  a  very  creditable  moustache. 

A  respectable  Jewish  merchant,  who  was  also  in  Lemberg  during 
tlie  whole  time,  gave  me  the  following  information: 

During  the  course  of  tlie  intentionally  inaugurated  pogroms, 
the  |)il]agers  in  uniform  and  civilian  clothes  honoured  my  house. 
Later  on  I  was  cross-examined  as  to  whether  I  knew  of  a  sub- 
tei-ranean  cable,  leading  from  the  town  to  the  k.  k.  Genei'al  Staff. 
For  days  after,  excavations  were  made  to  find  this  cable,  which  of 
course  was  non-exi-tent,  the  principal  excavations  l)eing  made  under 
the  General  Po>t  office,  the  Citadella,  and  the  Town-Hall.  Towards 
(  hristmas,  the  distant  roar  of  cannons  from  the  south  awakened 
our  ho|)e>,  which  however  were  premature.  In  January,  posters, 
the  origin  of  wlu  h  has  never  been  explained,  proclaimed  the  im- 
pending evacuation  of  the  town  liy  the   Russians. 

But  again  we  were  doomed  to  disappointment,  owing  to  an 
official  dementi.  The  Fall  of  Przemysl  was  the  third  great  dis- 
appointment, which  we  had  to  midergo.  The  Russians  and  iheir 
follovveis  inaugurated  a  procession  on  this  occasion  during  the  course 
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of  which  the  Cossaks  knocked  off  our  (onh)()kers)  hats.  On  Easter- 
Sui  dav,  the  prisoner  garrison  of  Przeinysl  passed  tlirongh  the  town, 
looking  weary  and  hungry.  The  inhal)itants  t  lok  pity  on  tiiein, 
which  led  to  many  more  arrests. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  commander-in-general  Nikolai 
Nikolajewitsch  visited  LemVjerg.  Theei-  weeks  later  he  returned 
accoriijjanied  by  the  Czar.  The  safety  measures  that  were  taken 
for  this  \  isit,  border  on  the  grotesk.  In  the  first  motor  car  the 
commander  of  the  city,  Skallon  proceeded.  On  the  day  after  the 
Czar's  departure,  an  unknown  person  fired  two  shots  at  Skallon, 
killing  the  chauffeur.  Obviously  it  was  an  ;ict  of  revenge  for  the 
numerous  arrests  which  Skallon  had  ordered  on  account  of  the 
Czars  visit. 

Since  tlie  ])enetration  battles  in  May,  Lemberg  continued  to  be 
flooded  with  new  troops,  going  to  the  front,  while  endless  trans- 
ports of  wounded  passed  through.  All  the  hospitals  and  schools 
were  crowded  with  wounded.  Then  suddenly  the  Government  and 
jailway  officials  disappeared,  as  well  as  the  members  of  the  Russo- 
Asiatic  Bank,  the  Rus-^ian  teachers  and  popen,  the  Russophil  poli- 
ticians, the  Russian  merchants,  police  and  detectives.  It  was  like 
a  cleansing  thunder-storm,  even  before  the  roar  of  the  German  and 
Austro-Himgarian  guns  reached  our  eagerly  listening  ears. 

(Berliner  TageUatt,  June  24,  1915.) 


The  Effect  of  the  German  Machine  Guns. 

A  German  officer  from  Baden  attached  to  a  Prussian  machine 
gun  section,  wrote  the  following  in  a  fieldpost  letter,  which  has 
been  placed  at  our  disposal : 

"With  my  two  machine  guns  and  14  rifles,  1  succeeded  in 
completely  destroying  a  Russian  Battalion.  The  front  rows  of 
Russians  had  advanced  with  hand-grenades  to  within  80  ft.  when  I 
began  working  my  two  guns,  and  we  fired  off  lO^OOo  rounds  against 
the  advancing  enemy.  Tlie  Russians  were  mown  down  and 
we  few  men  succeeded  in  making  270  prisoners.  About  100 
killed  lav  in  front  of  my  position,  they  were  buried  yesterday  in 
a  common  gi-ave,  many  of  them  having  received  8  —  10  bullets. 
The  l)est  of  the  whole  fight  was,  that  in  spite  of  the  violent  enemy 
fire  not  one  of  my  men  was  wounded.  I  attribute  this  to  the 
incredible  moral  effects  of  our  macliine  gun  fire." 

(Stra/3hurger  Post,  Mj  6,  1915.) 


